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Friends, 
 

Community matters! That 
would make a fine slogan. 
Not everyone would agree, 

however: lots of people in the city seem 
not to want to engage with community, 
but live their lives in their own little 
bubble of work, home and whatever 
else they do on their own. To say that 
“community matters” is a statement of 
intent as well as declaring something 
that we think is important. 
 

Any community is a bit like a spider’s 
web of connections; to build any sense 
of community, the task is to both 
strengthen the existing connections and 
to make new ones. As a 
church, we are trying to be a 
community of faith, and at 
the same time be part of the 
community around us and 
build these connections. 
 

Something of that is done in 
a formal way: as a 
congregation, we have a rep on the 
local community council – Ian Gilmour 
has done this job since the community 
council was set up! I am chaplain to 
both Juniper Green Primary School and 
Currie High School, roles that bring me 
into contact with people beyond the 
church. 
 

There is also another, much less easily 
defined way of making connections and 
building community: we build 
relationships! Our Friday Soup and Roll 
lunch is a space where people can 
meet, have lunch together and chat. 
There are all sorts of other places in 
church life and community life where 
people meet together, talk to one 
another and get to know each other. 
Where it happens is secondary; that it 
happens is vital. No-one can plan it or 

programme it, but without it, nothing 
lasting happens. Only by building 
relationships can we build genuine 
community. Otherwise, we will always 
be a collection of strangers. 
 

As a church, our aspiration needs to be 
something like this: to be a community 
with Jesus at the centre. Take a look at 
our church logo: the cross symbolises 
Jesus and gathered around the cross 
are the images of people of all ages. 
We aspire to be a community of people 
with Jesus at the centre. This is what 
makes church distinctive. In our culture, 
lots of churches are struggling to know 
their purpose; “what do we have to offer 
a world that seems not to want to 
know?” This is part of our purpose: to 

be a community with 
Jesus at the centre; no-
one else is doing that. We 
can offer people space to 
build relationships with 
other people, as well as 
building a relationship 
with Jesus. 
 

To be a community with Jesus at the 
centre, we are challenged to love 
others. Love is the quality that makes 
community work; without love, we will 
never create a community that lasts. 
Yet, love is such a fragile quality, so 
easily undermined or destroyed. Much 
of life in our culture is superficial; we 
have lots of Facebook friends, but how 
many do we really know? We take our 
news in sound-bites. The Church 
should be pioneering the way as a 
place to grow relationships that are 
deep and lasting, that support people in 
the crisis times, that care for the 
stranger, as a place where people are 
safe from gossip and abuse.  
 

A community with Jesus at the centre – 
it looks something like this! 
 

“Dear friends, since 
God so loved us, we 
also ought to love 

one another.” 
(1 John 4:11) 



Jim 
 

Treasurer's News  
 
Accounts for 2016: 

The Accounts for 2016 
are now into the last third of the year. 
Excluding ‘Shaping the Future’, our 
Offerings are just slightly less than we 
predicted, and expenditure is more or 
less as budgeted. The budget for 
Fabric is £10,000 and £6,000 has been 
spent so far. Hopefully this budget will 
not be exceeded as any major fabric 
costs will be contained within the 
‘Shaping the Future’ budget. 
 
Shaping the Future: We will be 
agreeing the final budget for this project 
in September and we are hoping to 
have a few more donations by that time 
from the congregation so that we know 
how much of the work we are able to 
carry out in the short term. Response 
has been good as £9,200 has been 
donated from members and non-
members already out of a forecast of 
£32,000. Donations from Charitable 
Trusts have reached £13,000 but we 
are unlikely to receive any more unless 
we can demonstrate that we have 
made considerable contributions to the 
project ourselves.  
 
Edinburgh Presbytery: Last 

September, after spending 8 years on 
the Edinburgh Presbytery Finance 
Committee and almost becoming aware 
of all financial matters, I was moved to 
the Deployment of Resources 
Committee. As part of my work on this 
Committee I have been involved in the 
union of Dean Parish Church with 
Palmerston Place Church. The 
experience has not been without 
sympathy for those who are moving 
church but much work and prayer has 

been given to make the process as 
comfortable as possible to all 
concerned. This is only one of several 
unions that have taken place recently 
and will take place in the future.  
 
Christmas Fayre: It’s not too early to 

start looking out some items that we 
could sell at the Christmas Fayre. If you 
have anything that you would like to 
hand over at any time in the next three 
months please let me know as soon as 
possible and it can be stored in the 
church. 
 
Gift Aid: If you pay income tax and do 
not make your offering through the Gift 
Aid scheme, please consider this 
method of increasing your offering to 
the church by 25% – it makes sense. 
 
R Douglas Buchanan, Treasurer 

 

 

 
LEPROSY MISSION SCOTLAND 

 
I have sent £127.80 to the Leprosy 
Mission over the Summer holidays and 
that is without any Guild Meetings.   It is 
an incredible amount to be collected in 
the phials that can be found at the front 
door of the Church and I thank all who 
have donated in this way and to the 
people who hand me money 
personally.   If this is how I feel, can 
you imagine how the people receiving it 
benefit from those donations, and 
appreciate all that is done.   Letters 
from Leprosy Mission Scotland about 
how the money is spent can be found 
on the Guild Notice Board in Hall 2.   
Thank you, all of you, and God Bless 
you all.    
 
Sheena Blair.   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SHAPING THE FUTURE – 
BUILDINGS 

 
This Update was published at the 
beginning of August; at the time of 
writing, not much has changed! 
This Update is later than anticipated as 
the project has been held up for a 
number of reasons and the proposed 
congregational meeting will now 
possibly not take place until 
September. 
The sale of the Church Officer’s house 
fell through at the last minute with the 
prospective buyer withdrawing without 
providing a reason. Planning 
permission to replace the windows in 
Hall 1 and create the ramped access 
from Woodhall Avenue has not yet 
been granted and the associated 
Building Warrants have still to be 
issued. Finally, the revised tender from 
the preferred builder is being examined 
by the Project Group. 
The Project Group, mindful of their 
commitment not to put the congregation 
into debt, has reluctantly agreed that 
the project, in whatever form, cannot 
now start until later in the year. 
Very many thanks are accorded to 
those members and non-members who 
have responded to the fundraising 
leaflet distributed to the parish and 
beyond and made a donation towards 
the cost of the project. The sum from 
these contributions has reached 
approximately 25% of the target and, 
although some people may prefer to 
wait until more progress has been 
made, further donations will be very 
welcome at this time. 
A full Update, with details of the 
proposed work, will be issued as soon 
as matters have become clearer. 
 

FUNDRAISING CONCERT 
As part of our Fundraising for 
‘Shaping the Future’, Richard 
Michael BEM, one of Scotland’s 
most accomplished and versatile 
musicians, will present “Richard 
Michael - My Life in Music” in 
Juniper Green Parish Church at 
7.30pm on Friday 30th September. 
This is a not-to-be-missed 
opportunity for people of all ages to 
hear and see a performance that 
will be both exhilarating and 
inspiring. We would like to see the 
church filled to capacity so bring 
your friends along! 
 
Richard has influenced a 
generation of teachers and 
students with his innovative 
methods of teaching improvisation 
through 30 years work with the Fife 
Youth Jazz Orchestra and a career 
as composer, performer, author 
and workshop leader. As a 
composer, Richard has written for 
artistes as diverse as Colin Currie, 
Georgie Fame, Tommy Smith and 
Guy Barker. He also appeared with 
Phil Cunningham in BBC2’s six-part 
series, 'Scotland’s Music' and on 
BBC1’s “Songs of Praise”. In 
addition, Richard is Honorary 
Professor of Jazz Piano at St. 
Andrews University in Fife. 
 
Coffee and tea will be available in 
Hall 1 after the concert and there 
will be excellent home-made tablet 
available to purchase as well. 
  
Please see Ian Gilmour or myself 
for tickets. Tickets are also 
available through Balerno Music 
Festival by contacting: 
www.balernomusicfestival.org.uk  
 

R Douglas Buchanan 



Andrew Watson       
on behalf of the Project Group 

 
 

HARVEST 
THANKSGIVING 

 
Sunday 25th Sept is 
the day when we 
celebrate God’s 

goodness and faithfulness to us and to 
the world in the food He gives us. Our 
service will be an all-age event at 
10.30am; please do bring some 
foodstuffs with you to decorate the 
church; these will be given to Bethany 
Trust afterwards so dry food in tins or 
packets is best. The church building will 
also be open on the Saturday morning 
if you want to bring your gifts then; 
times to be announced.  
We also have a food box in the Church 

vestibule for regular donations of tins 
and packets; we take these to the food 
bank to be given to people who need 
help. 
 

Jim 
 

 
 

 

CAFÉ 
CONVERSATIONS 

 
Reading the Bible – we 
know we should do it, but 

every time we try it works a little, but we 
get bogged down, or we give up. The 
next in our occasional series of café-
style church events takes place on 
September 11th, from 5-6pm in Hall 2.  
Adrian Armstrong is Head of Bible 
Engagement with the Scottish Bible 
Society; he will come to tell us about 
the work of the society and introduce 
Community Bible Experience, a 
different way of reading the Bible. 

Come to find out more; can reading the 
Bible be a delight? Or is it just a chore? 
Jim 

 

LADIES 
BADMINTON 

We resume after our 

summer break on 

Wednesday 21st 

September in Hall 1 at 10.00am until 

12.15pm. If anyone would like to join us 

they would be made most welcome. Our 

play won’t reach Olympic standards but it 

is fun. Just come along and join in. 

Further details are available from Alison 

Buchanan . 

 
 

Halls Cleaning  
 
Cleaning has been fairly 
easy over the summer, and 

the teams are working well. We do 
have some members who would like to 
stop after several years, so please 
consider if you could help. It means a 
couple of hours at most every eight 
weeks.  
Thank you very much, 
 
Elaine Wilson 
 
 

CHOIR FOR 
CHRISTMAS 

 
It is almost time to 
start Christmas choir 
practices. If you 
would like to join the 

choir for Christmas you would be very 
welcome. We meet on a Thursday 
evening in the Church and will start in 
October. Keep an eye on the 
intimations on a Sunday for further 



information. 
 
 
 
 

MENôS 
FELLOWSHIP 

 

 
 
The fourth Breakfast Meeting of 
Session 2015/16 took place on Sunday 
5th June with Malcolm Brown and 
Martin Elliot leading the talk on the 
topic “Reflections on Cambodia”.  This 
was a first visit for Malcolm to the work 
of the Cambodian Hope Organisation 
(CHO, a charity supported by JGPC) 
and a second visit for Martin.  The 
presentation was supported by video 
pictures from their visit.  
 
Malcolm spoke about “School on the 
Mat” activities, the offer of loans to 
assist the development of small 
businesses to make people more self-
sufficient, and the problems of a current 
drought and at other times floods 
resulting in buildings being on stilts, 
and large holes in the roads affecting 
communication. The enthusiasm of the 
children “on the mat” was tremendous 
and humbling. 63 villages are involved 
in “School on the Mat”. 
 
Martin reflected that both Cambodia 
and CHO had noticeably changed since 
his last visit in 2010 as said from his 
last visit investment was coming into 
the country with a Toyota Plant being 
built in Poipet, a new railway and 
improved roads planned. CHO’s 
Destiny Cafe, which was an empty shell 
on his previous visit, was now 
complete, a testimony to the amazing 
faith and trust CHO demonstrated to 
make it happen. The Destiny Cafe 
building was now completed from a 
building he saw needing much work on 
his first visit, a development achieved 
with much faith and trust to make it 

happen.  The CHO organisation is 
much changed with an emphasis on 
strategic thinking, stronger links with 
local authorities, a long-term aim for 
education from school to university 
level for all children, and encouraging 
local community development. 
 
The abiding memory expressed by 
Malcolm and Martin was the belief that 
Faith will help overcome all challenges. 
That God will provide as a result of faith 
in action.  Also, the sense of 
humbleness of the people was a 
powerful feeling they experienced 
against a background of poverty and a 
wider society with much corruption.  All 
present were left with the thought that 
the “CHO experience” had left a lasting 
and challenging effect on Malcolm and 
Martin’s  lives and their talk left a great 
deal of food for thought for their 
audience and their lives. 
 
The programme for session 2016/17 is 
still at the planning stage and the first 
Breakfast Meeting will be announced 
shortly. 
 
Anyone wishing more details about the 
Fellowship Meetings or have 
suggestions concerning speakers or 
format please speak to Ian Aitken or 
Michael Merriman, both members of 
the Nurture Team. 
  
 Nurture Team  
 

"Truly I tell you, if you have faith as 
small as a mustard seed, you can say 
to this mountain, óMove from here to 
there,ô and it will move. Nothing will be 

impossible for you.ò 
Matthew 17:20 

 
 
 
 



Getting to know you… 
 

 

Euan and Eilidh  

    Robertson  
 

 
1. How long have you been coming  
to church at Juniper Green? 
 
Euan – Forever – 10.5 years. 
Eilidh – 8 years! 
 

 
2. What is your favourite hymn or song? 
 
Euan – Seek ye first, especially the hallelujah bit! 
Eilidh – Down to Earth by Fischy Music 
 

 

3. What do you do in your spare time? 
 
Euan – Play with Lego. 
Eilidh – Art, drawing and writing. 
 

 

4. If you could change anything in the world what would it be? 
 
Euan – That everyone would just be nice to each other. 
Eilidh – That there would be no diabetes. 
 
 

5. What is your favourite subject at school? 
 
Euan – Maths! 
Eilidh – Art and Computer stuff. 
 

 

6. What is the best thing about Church? 
 
Euan – Kids Church. 
Eilidh – Kids Church, it’s really fun. 

 

 



 

SHOEBOXES 
 
It’s a glorious summer 
day as I write this…so it 
must be time to think of 

shoeboxes!   
 
Do you know anyone who will not 
receive at least one gift at Christmas? 
Do you know anyone who does not 
have easy access to toothpaste, or 
soap, or a comb? No. Neither do I.  And 
yet, in this day and age, there are still 
so many people, young and old, all 
over the world who do not have these 
basics of hygiene or the prospect of 
ever receiving a gift if it were not for the 
Blythswood Christmas Shoeboxes. 
 
As in past years we as a congregation 
will collect shoeboxes and goods to fill 
them during September and October 
and then in November the boxes will be 
wrapped and filled and sent on their 
way, to who knows where, to enable 
those who have little in their lives to 
receive some good cheer from 
Christians far away who love them 
because God loves them too.  
 
The leaflets will have gone out with the 
intimations at the end of August and 
there are plenty available in the church 
building.  The list is much the same as 
before but if you have never taken part 
in this, then please help by keeping 
shoeboxes (ones with separate lids) 
and buying some of the items in the list.  
You do not need to buy everything on 
the list, nor do you have to wrap or fill a 
box.  We have 2 squads of folk – one 
which wraps the boxes and 1 which 
fills.  If you are not able to get out and 
about to buy things, then please feel 
free to give me some money and I will 

buy the things which are needed to put 
in the boxes…sometimes I have been 
known to buy 50 combs or 40 
notebooks!  Please do not buy large 
family size bottles of shampoo, large 
colouring books etc since they will be 
too big to go in the boxes. And ALL 
items should be new. If in doubt, ask.  
Please also consider buying 
supermarket own brand soap, razors 
etc since they are just as good and you 
get more for your money! Money 
towards transportation costs would also 
be very welcome. (Any unused items 
are either given to the Salvation Army 
or to Blythswood to go towards other 
boxes so there is no wastage.) 
 
It doesn’t cost much to add a few extra 
items to your supermarket shopping 
each week during September and 
October and it will make a huge 
difference. This is a brilliant cause 
which we are involved in as a whole 
congregation…part of our Christian 
action.  As you shop, start praying now 
for the unknown person who will 
receive one of the boxes from our 
congregation and imagine the smile on 
their face as they open a box from 
someone they don’t know, but who 
cares enough to act. 
 
Jean 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Christmas  Church  

            News  

 
 
Articles for the Christmas edition of the 

Church News should in by 23rd 

November. They can be handed to 

Alison Robertson or sent to 

jgchurchnews@gmail.com. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BIBLE READING 
 

Booklets and a Daily 
Reading List are available in 

the vestibule at the front door of the 
Church to encourage daily reading of 
God’s Word. 
 

The material available is as follows: 

¶ “Every Day with Jesus” Booklet 

¶ “Our Daily Bread” Booklet 

¶ “Word For Today” Booklet 

¶ “Word for You” Booklet for 
Young People. 

¶  3 Year Bible Reading Plan 

¶ “Every Word in the Bible” to 
take you completely through the 
Bible, reading every word. (Scottish 
Bible  Society) 

¶ “Gideon Bible Helps”  
 

You can also view the material on the 
Church Web Site on the Home Page -
Daily Bible Study Materials - by clicking 
on the “blue” description of the Bible 
reading material 
 

Taking, say, a Booklet, with daily 
readings supported by a commentary, 
can be a way of opening up your 
spiritual journey or can be helpful in 
keeping you on that spiritual journey.   
 
There is also the opportunity to join 
other people sharing a Bible Study at 
Church Wednesday meetings led by 
our Minister. 
 
If you wish more information about 
Bible Reading Material please speak to 
Ian Aitken or Yvonne Hunter. 

 
Nurture Team 
 

ñé,from the beginning God chose you 
to be saved through the sanctifying 

work of the Spirit and through belief in 
the truth.ò  2 Thessalonians 2 v13 

GUILD OF 
FRIENDSHIP 

 
The Guild of Friendship 
started its autumn 
programme on 

Thursday 1st September with a friendly 
get-together and tea. Following this we 
have planned a series of meetings, 
once a fortnight, covering a variety of 
topics, and look forward to welcoming 
back existing members and meeting 
some new ones. 
Over the summer we held coffee 
mornings at the Kinleith Arms and a 
lunch on 25 August. This was a good 
way for members to keep in touch 
during the gap between May and 
September. 
We are proposing to hold a Beetle 
Drive during the autumn, to be 
announced shortly, so please watch out 
for this and come along for a fun 
evening to support the church's plans 
for the future. 
 
Elaine Wilson, Co President. 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 

 

BAPTISM 
ñLet the children 
come to meò 

 
June 12th Eilidh 
Jane Carroll, daughter 

of Ashley and Sheena Carroll and 
youngest grandchild of Douglas and 
Alison Buchanan. 

 

WEDDING 
ñLove never fails.ò 

 

July 15th: Katie Inglis to 

Elliot Smith. 

 

 

FUNERAL 
ñI am the Resurrection 

and the lifeò 
 
 

September 8th Mr Andrew Archibald, 
Kingsknowe   

 
 

DISJUNCTION 
ñThe grace of the Lord Jesus 

Christ be with youò 
 

August     Mrs Alison Lawson, 

Prestonpans 

 
Congratulations to 

 

Tony Pilcher, 
Juniper Green, who 
celebrated his 90th 
birthday on 23rd July  
 

 
Ian Aitken, Juniper Green, who 
celebrated his 75th birthday on 27th 
August 
 
 

Scott and Gill 
Burton on the birth 

of their daughter Hope 
Judith Burton, born on 

August 17th weighing 8lbs 8.5oz. 
 
 
 

Ian and Moira Aitken, 
Juniper Green, who 
celebrated their Golden 
Wedding on 6th July.  
 

 
 

Chris and Naomi Kelly 
(nee Pountain) who 
were commissioned on 
July 9th as Officers in 
the Salvation Army and 

are now involved in 
ministry in Eston, in North 

Yorkshire. 
 
 
 

Patricia and Jim 
Walker would like to 
thank all our Church 
family and friends for 
their kind wishes and 

cards on the occasion of their recent 

Family News  



birthday celebrations.



 
 

 
Communion Services  
 

Sunday 2nd October 
Communion Service at 
10.30am 

Sunday 6th November after the morning 
service 
Sunday 4th December after the morning 
service 
 

Messy Church  
Saturdays September 3rd, 
October 1st, November 5th 
and December 3rd, all at 

3.30pm 
 
Café Conversations on Sunday 
September 11th in Hall 2 from 5-6pm, 
with Adrian Armstrong, Head of Bible 
Engagement with the Scottish Bible 
Society. 
 
Lorimer House services - 26th June, 
31st July, 28th August – in Lorimer 
House at 3pm. 
 
Sunday@Seven at 7pm in Hall 2 on 
October 9th, November 13th, December 
11th. 
 
The Thursday services – Thursday 
22nd September, 27th October, 
November 17th, December 15th, all at 
10.30am in St Margaret’s Court 
 
Lorimer House services -   
25th September, 30th October, 
 27th November – in Lorimer House at 
3pm. 
 
Soup and Roll Lunch – Fridays 30th 
September, 28th October, 25th 
November, all in Hall 2 from 12noon – 

2pm; soup, roll, tray 
bake and tea or coffee, all for £3. 
 
 
 
 
 
Church Wednesday is back on Sept 
14th with the Prayer time at 7pm and 
the Bible Study at 7.30pm; full details in 
the leaflet enclosed. 
 

Prayers for Healing take 
place after the morning 
service on the third Sunday 
of each month; we have a list 
of names of people who are 

ill and have asked for prayer, there is 
then a short Bible reading and a prayer 
in which we include the list of names. It 
is quite a simple ‘service’ but many 
have found this prayer time to be 
significant. 
 
 

Minister’s Sermons 
 

READ IT AGAIN!  READ IT ON 

THE WEB SITE! READ IT ON 

A PAPER COPY! LISTEN ON A CD 

OF A MORNING SERVICE 

Did you want to read the Ministerôs 

Sermon from last Sunday?  Did you 

miss it?  Were there bits of it you didn’t 

understand?  Go to the Church website 

at www.jgpc.org.uk and follow the link 

to ‘sermons’ and you will find them 

there.  Alternatively, go to the soft play 

area in the Sanctuary for paper copies. 

There are also sets of Sermons from 

back to 2009 in titled folders for read 

and return. Or, get a CD copy of a 

Morning Service from Sandra Paulin.  

Or, if you would like a large print copy 

The Noticeboard  



speak to Ian Aitken. 

 
 

WHO’S  WHO 
 

CONTACT    NAME      

 
Minister    Rev James S Dewar   
Session Clerk    Ross MacKay    
Treasurer    R Douglas Buchanan   
Beadle     George Anderson   
Bereavement Care Team  Jim Dewar    
Catering    Sandy Watt    
Christian Action Team   Jean Dewar    
Church Halls Cleaning Team  Elaine Wilson    
Church Secretary   Alison Robertson   
Communications Team   Shona Cook    
Crèche     Aileen Hardie    
Flower Convener   Hilda McNeil    
Freewill Offering Administrator  Lesley Grieve    
Fresh Start Organiser   Marjorie Hope    
Garden Team Co-ordinator  Jean Dewar     
Gift Aid Treasurer   Douglas Buchanan    
Girlguiding District Commissioner Fiona Elliot     
Green Strollers Walking Group  (Jeanette Campbell      
     (Beth Walker   
Global Church Co-ordinator  Fiona Elliot    
Guild of Friendship    Elaine Wilson    
Halls Convener    Alison Robertson   
Kids’ Church    Vacancy 
Ladies Badminton Club   Alison Buchanan   
Leprosy Mission   Sheena Blair    
Magazine Distribution   Isabel Campbell    
MSM     Martin Elliot    
Nurture Team    Yvonne Hunter    
Open Door Café & Toddlers’ Group Inez Paisley    
Organist and Choirmaster  Florence Kinnear   
Prayer Team    Greg McIntosh    
Joint Property Conveners  (Ian Gilmour    

(Andrew Watson   
Recordings of Church Service  Sandra Paulin     
Roll Keeper    Isabel Campbell    
Safeguarding    Maureen Heathwood   
Youth Group    Fiona Elliot    
Church Office is open on Friday mornings 9.30 – 11.30am   458 5147 

 

Church Website : www.jgpc.org.uk, 
Email : jgpc@supanet.com 

Facebook ï Juniper Green Parish Church 
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