


Friends,
Stories are great! We love
reading stories, whether
_—— some of the great Bible
stories or Treasure Island
and Harry Potter. We also have stories:
each one of us has a story of our lives,
from our growing up till the day we die
and each one is unique. Churches also
have stories, again each one unique,
stories of worship and mission, stories
of events and relationships. We are still
writing these stories of God’s grace at
work in us.

Here’s a thought about the church’s
story from a theologian called Hans
Kung: “The Church is essentially en
route, on a journey, a

others, there is a very short list
because either you are not involved at
all, or are involved in some very small
ways. There will be a whole variety of
reasons why some choose not to be
involved. We have called this process
“Shaping the Future” because we want
to shape the future of the church round
the gifts and abilities of our members.

There will be a second part of “Shaping
the Future”. At some point, after the
summer, we will run an event in which
you will all have the chance to tell us
what you think about church. “What one
thing would you like to see...?” in
worship, serving the community,
prayer, nurturing your faith, mission,
pastoral care and others. You will have

the chance to tell us what

pilgrimage. A  Church
which pitches its tents
without looking out
constantly for new
horizons, which does not
continually strike camp, is

“You are members of
God’s household...
Christ Jesus Himself
the chief
cornerstone.”
(Ephesians 2:19,20)

you think. | really hope that
as many people as possible
will come to that event; tell
us what you would like to
see your church being and
becoming.

being untrue to its
calling.....It is essentially an interim
church, a church in transition, and
therefore not a church of fear, but of
expectation and hope; a church which
is directed towards the consummation
of the world by God....”

Every church has a story of change: we
have a history, a past in which God has
been at work. Some of that past is
good, some of that past is full of
troubles that we don’t ever want to
revisit. Our task now, is to begin to
write the story of the future for our
church and we all have a part to play in
writing that story.

Last month, we wrote a letter to every
member asking you to tell us the ways
in which you are presently involved in
the life of the congregation. For some
people that is quite a long list; for

Whenever the Bible talks
about church it is always about people.
We are family, God’s family, Church
family. If you have lost connection with
the family, perhaps now is the time and
the opportunity to reconnect with
church without any sense of blame or
guilt.

| find this whole process of shaping the
future really very exciting. | get the
sense that God is at work in our midst
and God is shaping His church to be
engaged with His mission in the future.
I’'m excited to be part of that process,
and am excited to see what God will yet
do in us and amongst us. | hope you
will all take part in this process; reply to
the letter, come to tell us what you
think. There is a story to write and we



all have the opportunity to write that
story together.

V Jim

¢ What’s happened to
Yo the Church
. © Treasurer?

As | am sure you will all know, our long
serving and highly regarded (that is an
understatement and half!), Douglas
Buchanan, decided earlier this year that
due to an unfortunate bout of ill health
that this was now the time to step back
from his role as Church Treasurer.
This was of course a role that Douglas
had filled for many years all to the
highest standards in the service of the
Church.

As a result therefore, the Kirk Session
has sought an appropriate replacement
and to that end, our fellow elder, John
Sharp, has been good enough to step
forward as a volunteer to manage the
congregation’s financial affairs.

As you would expect, this could never
be a straightforward like for like
replacement bearing in mind Douglas’
in-depth and extensive knowledge of all
matters financial. The intent therefore,
is that John will take matters forward as
a Chair of the Finance Committee
which in turn will be seeking to meet
much more regularly in order to give
support and guidance where necessary
to John in this new role. Linked to this
the hope will be to spread the load
much more widely to make use of other
assistance or resources.

In particular, the hope will be to recruit
someone to act as “book-keeper’
dealing with the maintenance of the
Church Accounts on a day to day basis
with John as Chair taking a more
strategic role.  That will not happen

immediately however, and for the time
being John will also be spending a
considerable amount of time dealing
with those book-keeping issues.

Looking ahead, there is no doubt for a
variety of reasons not least the
regulations that we now have to abide
by that John and the Finance Team
would benefit from any expertise which
may lie within the congregation in
respect of financial matters. If anyone
therefore feels that they have perhaps
a specific skill that they could bring
forward to assist this aspect of Church
management they should feel free to
get in touch with John, myself or the
Minister at any time.

Ross McKay
5 g THE GREEN
; ke STROLLERS

=

The Strollers have a varied
programme of walks planned for the
rest of the year. Please see the notice
board in the hall for details. The
programme ends with our, now
traditional, three day weekend away.
Details to be finalised. More information
available soon.

Sadly, The Strollers lost one of their
members in April this year. Irene
Thomson passed away, a valued long
term member of the Strollers. She will
be greatly missed.

Once again, thank you to all the
Strollers who organise and take part in
the walks.

Keep Strolling!



Jeanette Campbell
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Regularly reading the Bible

is an essential part of anyone’s journey
of Faith, reflecting daily on God’s Word.
We continue to offer 6 Bible Reading
options, including one for young
people.

BIBLE READING

1§

See all the Bible reading material in the
Vestibule at the front door of the
Church. You can also view the material
on the Church Web Site on the Home
Page - Daily Bible Study Materials - by
clicking on the “blue” description of the
Bible reading material namely “Every
Day with Jesus”, “Our Daily Bread”,
“Word for Today”, “Word for You” for
Young People, “3 Year Reading Plan”,
and “Gideon Bible”.

If you wish more information about
Bible Reading material please speak to
lan Aitken or Yvonne Hunter.

Nurture Team

“1 keep asking
Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may
give you the Spirit of wisdom and
revelation, so that you may know him
better”

Ephesians 1 v 17

that

IRENE THOMSON

Irene Thomson spent most of her life in
Juniper Green. She died in April at the
age of 91! At her funeral, we spoke
about her as a teacher, as a Guider
and as a part of the life of the church.
Each of these aspects of her life is a
story all of its own. As part of the
church, Irene taught in Sunday School,
was Guide captain of a unit attached to
the church, latterly was a member of
the Guild of Friendship, as well as
simply being a life-long member of the
church. She was ordained as an elder
in June 1971, retiring 40 years later in
2011. She also spent seven years as
joint Session Clerk with Robin Scott
and Chas Godon. These facts tell
something of the story of Irene, but they
tell nowhere near the whole story. She
was committed to Christ and His
Church with a passion, in her place in
the gallery every Sunday that she was
able, listening, engaging with the Bible,
discovering new ways of reading it
even last year. We will miss her
angpragioty gvorgsi  heru renquiring
questions and her dedication to the
well-being of the church in Juniper
Green. We give thanks for Irene, and
continue to pray for those who miss her
most.

Jim Dewar

Jim and Patricia
a3l Walker would like

CHONK? to thank everyone
2 YOU. .. for their cards,
flowers and

words of condolence following the
death of cousin Irene Thomson. Many
thanks are also extended to all those
who attended the Thanksgiving Service
held in Church.



Getting to know you
John Sharp

Give us a brief introduction:

Born 1954 just outside Edinburgh in Bangour Village Hospital.

Father was in the Fleet Air Arm so we moved about. A caravan was the easiest
way to live. My first memory is living in a caravan at Abbotsinch, where Glasgow
Airport now is. After attending 5 different primary schools (due to the moves) all of
my secondary schooling was at Elgin Academy, living now in a house!

| came to Edinburgh to go to Heriot Watt University in 1971 and never really went
back. I met my wife Linda while we were students and we married in 1976 in
Strathpeffer. We have 3 children, Christina, Laura and Calum and a grandson,
Ivan.

| worked for 40 years in research and higher education. 37 of those at Napier
College, Polytechnic and University finishing as Professor of Microwave
Engineering and now continuing as Emeritus Professor and examiner for other
Universities.

Having retired | seem to have less time than before!

What is your role in Juniper Green Parish Church:

I'm an elder, first ordained in St. George's West Church. | hope | make a joyful
noise in the choir, have recently taken on financial duties, with all that entails, and
joined the care van team

What are your hobbies?

| enjoy all manner of DIY, and follow a golf ball, wherever it may take me, at
Baberton most weeks. Last month by necessity and now definitely not for profit |
have taken up padlock picking! It's amazing how relaxing it is! In the winter
months | attempt astrophotography with my two telescopes

What is your favourite hymn?

| first joined the church while a member of St George's West choir and love all
hymns and psalms. When asked the same question 30 years ago | chose "And
did those feet in ancient times" tune Jerusalem. Blake's imagery in the first verse
reminds me largely of where | grew up, in Scotland, despite the references to
England. In the second verse we ask for the tools and the fortitude to win the
good fight here on earth. It still seems appropriate today, although the words are
more difficult to find!

What are you looking forward to?
Time to enjoy retirement.
Years ago | built dolls houses and made small wooden name blocks and it would

be nice to get back to that. 20 years ago just before he died, my father was
making a rocking horse for the children and | inherited the bits. Once I've cleared
some temporal and physical space I'll get on with that too: hopefully ready for the
next generation.



SHAPING THE FUTURE -
UPDATE JUNE 2017

The refurbishment project is
continuing and, hopefully,
by the time you receive this copy of
Church News you will be able to see
that priorites 1-4 have all been
completed. These priorities were; the
toilets outside Halls 1 & 2, Hall 1, the
back of Hall 1 including a new kitchen
and disabled toilet and the external
access.

Priority 5, the Church vestibule, has
been modified and will now have an
accessible toilet, new front doors, and
refurbished doors into the Sanctuary
with ‘hot air curtains’ above them. The
cost of sliding glass doors and new
front doors, opening outwards, together
with the required alterations to the front
steps was thought (by the Project
Group) to be too expensive for any
gain.

The whole Project has had a number of
items added which were not included in
the original specification. As you will
know from your own projects at home
there are a number of unexpected
items which crop up during any project.
We had not known about or budgeted
for asbestos removal from Hall 1 and
the toilets or the rot in the beam in the
gents’ toilet. We added new radiators
and insulation in the ceiling of Hall 1 to
make the Hall more comfortable. The
emergency lighting, to comply with
current regulations, was not included
nor was the upgrade of the two fuse
boxes which cover Halls 1 & 2. Indeed,
the emergency lighting in the rest of our
halls complex has to be upgraded as
well. The largest additional amount of

money has been spent on the external
paths. A new platform and path from
the emergency exit from Hall 1 (west
side) has been created as the exit did
not comply with current regulations
and, in order to make the access to the
east, west and rear doors of the Church
premises disability compliant, work has
been done to create or modify ramps in
these areas. A diagram of the work
done and the work contracted to be
done is in Hall 2. If you would like a
copy please email
junipergreenparishchurch@gmail.com
and we can send you one. The Project
Group has liaised with other groups of
people in the Church about colour
schemes and kitchen design. Blinds
have still to be chosen for the windows
in Hall 1 but new curtains for the stage
have been ordered.

The Project Group reported to the Kirk
Session in May advising them that the
Project should stop for the moment
after the modified work in priority area 5
has been completed. This means that,
at present, there will be no work done
immediately in the Sanctuary. The
Project Group undertook not to put the
Congregation in debt over the project
and until we know the exact cost of the
contracted work to date and what is left
in the ‘kitty’ it would, in our opinion, be
sensible to put Priority 6 on hold. It is
possible that a number of stand-alone
upgrades will be done in the Sanctuary,
improved lighting being one of them,
and the Congregation will be informed
about these in due course. The Session
accepted this recommendation.

If you would like any further information
please do not hesitate to speak to one
of the Project Team.



Andrew Watson, lan Gilmour, John
McKellar, Ross Mackay and Jim
Dewar

g MEN’S FELLOWSHIP

The third Breakfast Meeting of Session
2016/17 took place on Sunday 12%
March 2017 when Fraser Edwards
gave a talk on the topic “Hearing God in
a Busy World”.

Fraser emphasised that in our personal
busy times it can be difficult to “hear
God” or develop a relationship with
God. Also, we are all unique and our
needs are different including in finding
ways to relate to God. He asked; Do we
have a special place where we sit to
meet God and read our bible and pray
to God? Do we feel we have found the
right place with limited distractions and
a comfortable seat? To lead the men
into his main thoughts he showed a
short video by Bill Hybels Senior Pastor
of Willow Creek Community Church
lllinois telling a true story of a man
whose life changed after Bill Hybels
advice on building a relationship with
God, and finding a place to meet daily
with God.

Fraser followed up the video by
referring to a book by Gary Thomas
titted ‘Sacred Pathways’ describing
different styles and paths that a person
may find help them to meet with God.
Fraser highlighted the pathways from
the book:

Naturalists - Loving God Out of Doors,
Sensates - Loving God With The
Senses,

Traditionalists - Loving God Through
Ritual And Symbol,

Ascetics - Loving God In Solitude And
Simplicity,
Activist -
Confrontation,

Loving God Through

Caregiver - Loving God By Loving
Others,

Enthusiasts - Loving God With Mystery
And Celebration,

Contemplatives - Loving God Through
Adoration,

Intellectuals - Loving God With The
Mind.

It was a talk and discussion that was
personally challenging but encouraging.

The fourth meeting of 2016/17 was a
Dinner Meeting on Thursday 20" April
2016 in the Ristorante al Borgo Juniper
Green. After an excellent meal the
After-Dinner Speaker was Mrs Beverley
Johnston, Community  Officer of
Salvation Army Gorgie, speaking about
“The Implementation of significant
changes to take the message of the
love of Jesus Christ to the wider
community.” Beverley Johnston opened
by talking about the Juniper Green
Parish Church who at Christmas time
donate Christmas gifts for children
which are distributed by Salvation Army
Gorgie (S.A.G) to needy children at that
time. Also recently Juniper Green
Primary School donated ¥ ton of food
for the S.A.G food bank. Some 4 years
ago the leadership identified a need to
review membership and activities and
property. After much prayer for God’s
guidance a number of significant
actions were taken and are still
continuing in steps of faith.

Beverley Johnston’s powerful
presentation was supported by her
anecdotes concerning her personal
faith as well as the many stories of faith
in action related to the recent
development of S.A.G. The talks and
subsequent discussion were helpful
and challenging for JGPC at this time of
“Shaping the Future” Project in both
Buildings and Outreach by members to
the wider community.



A fourth Breakfast will not be organized
by the Nurture Team. Instead, there will
be available a “Try Praying” Family
Breakfast being organized by the
Prayer Team on 11 June.

Anyone wishing more details about the
Fellowship Meetings or who have
suggestions concerning speakers or
format please speak to lan Aitken or
Michael Merriman, both members of
the Nurture Team.

Nurture Team

"This is to my
bear much fruit, showing yourselves to
be my

John 14 v 8.

Church Choir and Music
Group

NEW MEMBERS NEEDED!

The choir and instrumentalists
continue to meet on Sunday
mornings at 9.30am to prepare
for the morning service. We do
need more members for both
groups.

So we extend a warm welcome
to anyone who would like to join
us to PRAISE THE LORD.

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP

Would you like to ally yourself, publicly,
with the church? Is now the time for you
to make a public declaration of your
faith and your desire to be a disciple of
Jesus? If you have been a member of
another church before, then the way to
do this is quite easy. If you have never
been a member of a church, then
perhaps you consider this is the time to
make that profession of faith and
commitment to Christ. As far as your
relationship with the church s
concerned, being a member

F at h estrehgtheng lyaur gommitména to oyro u

church family, gives you a more certain

di sci pl e sactess to our pastoral care network

and makes sure that you receive our
publications and communications.
Wherever you are on the spectrum of
answers to these questions, speak to
Jim!

Jim Dewar

TRY PRAYING — CHURCH PRAYER
BREAKFAST

On Sunday June 11th, we’re going to
try something slightly different. From
8.30-9.30am we will have breakfast in
Hall 2, combined with a time to pray.
This is inspired by our Prayer Team
and the Try Praying initiative. The event
is open to anyone and everyone who
wants to come; we will have breakfast
together and then there will be a variety
of prayer ideas, some you can do on
your own, some you can do with other
people, and these will be suitable for
people of all ages and stages in life and
faith. We do hope that you will come
and ftry this out, even if you've never
done this before. We will finish by
9.30am allowing us to prepare for the
morning service.



FAMILY WORKER - A JOB ADVERT

By the time you read this, the closing
date will have passed for applications
for the job of Family Development
Worker, a job that we are sharing with
Currie Kirk. We are looking for
someone who will begin to make
contact with families in our parish,
people who come to some of the
activities we run, and try to develop
their connection with the church. This is
a three-year job and the hope is that
the person who fills this post will work
alongside the minister and those who
volunteer to develop the work that we
do and build on the work that we are
already doing. Pray for the person we
appoint, that God will be at work in
them and through them.

Jim Dewar

}% . GUILD OF
\W »ﬁf} FRIENDSHIP
M We look forward to our
first Guild of Friendship
meeting on 14th September in Hall 2 at
2 pm. Elaine Wilson we be telling us
about her wonderful cruise and
afternoon tea will served.

Please join us for an afternoon of
friendship. All welcome. | look forward
to seeing you then.

Riona McNaughton

Halls Cleaning

We are looking for some
new volunteers to join the
rota to check the halls every 6 weeks. If
you could spare a few hours every 6
weeks please get in touch with me.

Elaine Wilson

Ladies Badminton

As we were unable to
play badminton
during the upgrading
of Hall 1, we have
been meeting
together for coffee at
the Juniper Green Inn at regular
intervals. We must thank Alastair Love
and his staff for their welcome,
especially as they opened their
premises an hour early to
accommodate us. The Chef's goodies
were delicious and very much
appreciated! Hopefully, we will resume
playing as usual in September. Anyone
wishing to join us would be made in
most welcome. Please get in touch with
me if you would like further details.

Alison Buchanan



NEW MEMBER

“All the saints salute you”
By Certificate of Transference

Mrs Margaret Watson, Juniper Green

FUNERALS
“l am the Resurrection
and the life”

March 30th Mrs Nicky Borthwick,

April 6th
April 14th
April 27th
May 5th
May 10th

May 30th

= Alison

Hailes

Mrs Lilian Hair,

Juniper Green

Miss Caroline Hamilton,
Balerno

Miss Irene Thomson,
Juniper Green

Mr Donald Cudworth,
Juniper Green

Mr lan Moncrieff,
Currie

Mrs Elizabeth Mclvor,
Juniper Green

Autumn Church News

LA

: Articles for the Autumn edition of the
| Church News should in by 24" |
. August. They can be handed to
Robertson or sent to

| jochurchnews@gmail.com.
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Gongratulations to

and David Bell on the
birth of their son
Cameron David Bell on
16th May.

Rachel

Jokata and Grace on the birth of their
daughter, Moira on 16th May — a baby
sister for Naomi. Our prayers and good
wishes go with the family as they return
to Malaysia In the near future.

Betty Povey. Juniper
Green, who
celebrated her 90th
birthday on 28th April

Peter and Jean Bruce,
Juniper Green, who will
celebrate their Diamond
Wedding on 20th June
2017

Alison and Douglas Buchanan would
like to thank all those
who sent a card,
made a telephone call
or made a house call
following Douglas
undergoing a heart bypass operation at
the RIE on 17th March. Grateful thanks
also for all the prayers made by many
people for a successful operation and a
good recovery. It was very comforting
and uplifting to receive so many
thoughtful expressions of love and
kindness. The recovery is going well
and confidence returning after a
traumatic few months.




Church Wednesday finishes with the

The N Otl Cé@ﬁaﬁd’\/ednesday June 7th at

Communion Services

Jesus said:
this, to

“ Do

Sunday 2" July After the morning
service

Sunday 6™ August
morning service
Sunday 3" SeptAfter the morning
service

Sunday 1%t October
communion service

After the

10.30am

Try Praying Prayer Breakfast Sunday
June 11th from 8.30 — 9.30am in Hall 2

Messy Church
Saturday September 2nd
at 3.30pm

Lorimer House services - 25th June,
30th July and 27th August — in Lorimer
House at 3pm.

Sunday@Seven at 7pm in Hall 2 on
June 11th and September 10™.

The Thursday services —
Thursday June 15th at 10.30am in St
Margaret's Court

Soup and Roll Lunch - Friday 30th
June, in Hall 2 from 12noon — 2pm;
soup, roll, tray bake, tea or coffee; £3.

r e ma mbPReayersm éof Healing take

of each month; we have a list

of names of people who are
il and have asked for prayer, there is
then a short Bible reading and a prayer
in which we include the list of names. It
is quite a simple ‘service’ but many
have found this prayer time to be
significant.

f't t place after the morning
-\9 service on the third Sunday

Minister’'s Sermons
READ IT AGAIN! READ IT ON
THE WEB SITE! READ IT ON
A PAPER COPY! LISTEN ON
A CD OF A MORNING SERVICE

Did you want to read the Minister's
Sermon from last Sunday ? Did you
miss it? Were there bits of it you didn’t
understand? Go to the Church website
at www.jgpc.org.uk and follow the link
to ‘sermons’ and you will find them
there. Alternatively, go to the soft play
area in the Sanctuary for paper copies.
There are also sets of Sermons from
back to 2009 in titled folders for read
and return. Or, get a CD copy of a
Morning Service from Sandra Paulin.
Or, if you would like a large print copy
speak to lan Aitken.
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Church Website: www.jgpc.org.uk,
Email: jgpc@supanet.com

| |
| |
| CONTACT NAME TEL.NO. |
! Minister Rev James S Dewar I
! Session Clerk Ross MacKay !
I Finance Team Leader John Sharp '
| Beadle George Anderson |
| Bereavement Care Team Jim Dewar |
i Catering Sandy Watt i
. Christian Action Team Jean Dewar

I Church Halls Cleaning Team Elaine Wilson '
| Church Secretary Alison Robertson |
| Communications Team Shona Cook |
i Créche Aileen Hardie |
: Flower Convener Hilda McNeil

! Freewill Offering Administrator Lesley Grieve '
| Fresh Start Organiser Marjorie Hope [
| Garden Team Co-ordinator Jean Dewar I
i Gift Aid Treasurer Vacancy |
. Girlguiding District Commissioner Fiona Elliot

! Green Strollers Walking Group (Jeanette Campbell '
! (Beth Walker !
i Global Church Co-ordinator Fiona Elliot [
i Guild of Friendship Elaine Wilson |
: Halls Convener Alison Robertson

I Kids’ Church Vacancy !
I Ladies Badminton Club Alison Buchanan |
| Leprosy Mission Sheena Blair |
| Magazine Distribution Isabel Campbell |
: MSM Martin Elliot

! Nurture Team Yvonne Hunter !
| Open Door Café & Toddlers’ Group Inez Paisley '
| Organist and Choirmaster Florence Kinnear I
i Prayer Team Greg Mcintosh |
. Joint Property Conveners (lan Gilmour i
! (Andrew Watson

I Recordings of Church Service Sandra Paulin '
| Roll Keeper Isabel Campbell |
i Safeguarding Maureen Heathwood |
i Youth Group Fiona Elliot |
! Church Office is open on Friday mornings 9.30 — 11.30am 458 5147 !
| |
| |
I I



