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Dear friends,
Do you pray? Is prayer part
of your regular daily routine,
or something you try from time to time?
Is it only a crisis-response, something to
do when all the other remedies have
failed? Is it something you’ve never
done, but there is part of you admires
those who do pray and you’d like to
know more?

For the church ever since, the form of
words of the Lord’s Prayer has been so
important; we still say it every Sunday as
part of our morning service. The form of
words is a great place to begin with
prayer; it gives us something to say and
a way in which to say it when we might
struggle with the “what do I say?”
question.

The Lord’s Prayer does so much more
for us than just be a form of words. It
shows us how we might grow as people
A few years ago, our Prayer Team gave
who pray: we might learn to thank God
itself the task of asking everyone in the
for who He is and for the good things He
congregation these questions, with a
has given us; we might learn to confess
view to helping people grow in their
our faults and mistakes and find
praying, no matter where you are
forgiveness; we might learn to ask Him
starting. For a variety of reasons, with no
for help when life is a struggle; one
blame, that discussion never took place;
theme that is not there – we
let
me
kick-start
that
might learn to pray for other
discussion, at least in your
“Lord teach us to
people and ask God to bless
heads now.
pray.” (Luke 11:1)
them in times of need too.
Jesus prayed. We think it was
Another source of inspiration for us in
something He did every day, asking His
our praying is the book of the Psalms.
Father for strength and energy to meet
Here is a whole variety of moods, for all
the challenges of that day. It may have
sorts of times in our lives. There are
been something He did in the morning,
psalms that give us words with which to
at the start of the day; there were other
praise God for His love and goodness;
times too. Gethsemane, the garden, on
others give us words of complaint and
the night before He died, was the scene
lament; others help us pray for other
of His agonising prayer, looking for
people; still others give us words to sing
grace to meet the hour of His deepest
with joy in our hearts. There is a rich
need, on the way to the cross.
variety of material for us to mine in the
Psalms; if you read one a week there is
After one of these times when Jesus
enough there for three years praying.
prayed, and His friends had been
watching Him, they said “Lord, teach us
When I pray, I usually come away
to pray!” It is not a “how to” question, but
thinking “how much do I still have to
much more basic than that. “Lord, we
learn!” I’m never finished learning. Begin
see that prayer is important to You; why
that journey. Travel on in that road. Keep
should it be important to us?” In
learning. “Lord teach us to pray!”
response to that question, Jesus gave
them the words that we now call the
Jim
Lord’s Prayer, as a way of introducing
His friends to prayer as a relationship
with God.

TREASURER’S
REPORT
Accounts
for
2019: We are in a
slightly worse position than we forecast
at the beginning of the year: i.e. it is
expected that there will be a deficit in the
region of £9,000 (instead of a budgeted
deficit of £5,000) in the 2019 Church
Accounts. It would be even worse had
we not withdrawn £10,000 from our
funds held by the General Trustees for
payment of the work to repair dry rot in
the ladies’ toilets, the total cost of which
came to £14,000. These figures do not
include payments for Shaping the
Future which will add a further reduction
in funds of approximately £2,500.
Church Organ: In the last few months
various difficulties have occurred with
the church organ, The problems have
been
mainly
associated
with
temperature and humidity to the extent
that a thorough overhaul has to be
carried out and many of the pipes
require to be repaired to ensure a
reliable playing condition is maintained
at all times. This is going to cost around
£3,600 and would have been difficult to
justify had not we received a kind
donation amounting to £2,500 from
Richard and Hilda McNeil. We are
indebted to them for this generous gift
and if anyone else would like to make a
donation to the organ fund, it will be very
much appreciated.
Fund Raising: In conjunction with the
Balerno Music Festival, we will be
hosting a concert in the Church on
Friday 11th October at 7.30pm. The
‘Gershwin Gang’ featuring Mike Daly on
trumpet will provide smooth swing music
for you to enjoy and there will be
tea/coffee afterwards in the Church hall.
Adult tickets are £10 (under the age of

16 tickets are £5) and will be available in
advance from Douglas Buchanan, Ian
Gilmour, Alison Robertson. They will
also be available on the Balerno Music
Festival
website:
balernomusicfestival.org.uk and on the
door on the evening (but don’t leave it to
the last minute!).

R Douglas Buchanan
Treasurer

GORDON
MCFADZEAN
Gordon
was
ordained as an elder
in the St Margaret’s
congregation
in
Juniper Green on 8th October 1967; he
retired from active eldership on 3rd
February 1999, some 30 years of
service as part of the leadership team in
two congregations. Gordon also served
for a time as a member of Edinburgh
Presbytery and gave his time and
energy to the leadership of the church
across the city. It mattered to Gordon
that people were cared for in the life of
the church; he worked hard to create
opportunities for people to meet
together, talk and pray and support each
other. His bench to remember Sally was
installed a matter of weeks before he
died; he saw it and was glad. We
remember Gordon and continue to pray
for his family.
Jim Dewar

SEASON OF PRAYER
FOR THE CHURCH
As part of the Radical Plan
set out for the Church of
Scotland by the General Assembly in
May, the months of September to
December have been described as a
“season of prayer and preparation”. The
report states that the plan “should be
thought of, first and foremost, as an act
of faith… we are a people of faith, rooted
in prayer”. Over the next few weeks, we
you get a moment, it would be good if we
all took time to ask God to be at work in
both the church in Scotland as a whole,
and in our congregation in particular. All
that we plan for the future needs to be
based on prayer, asking God to guide us
and lead us, and asking God to bless
and build up His church. If you’ve not
done this before, then come to talk to me
about this whole notion of prayer.
Jim Dewar

Minister’s Sermons
READ IT AGAIN! READ IT
FOR THE FIRST TIME! READ
IT ON THE WEB SITE! LISTEN ON A
CD OF A MORNING SERVICE
Did you want to read the Minister’s
Sermon from last Sunday? Did you
miss it? Were there bits of it you didn’t
understand? Go to the Church website
at www.jgpc.org.uk and follow the link
to ‘sermons’ and you will find them there.
Alternatively, go to the publications area
in the Sanctuary for paper copies. If you
would like a large printed copy speak to
Ian Aitken. There are also sets of
Sermons from 2009 in titled folders for
reading and return. Or get a CD copy of
a Morning Service from Sandra Paulin.

GUILD OF
FRIENDSHIP
Time has flown and
after
enjoying
the
summer we are looking
forward to meeting again, Thursday 12th
September is our first meeting. We
meet in Hall 2 at 2pm and the comittee
and members extend a warm invitation
to anyone – male or female – to join us.
Our first meeting is Afternoon Tea with
entertainment and we have planned a
varied programme for the rest of the
session to interest all.
Please come and join us for fellowship,
friendship and fun.
Margaret Woodrow

FRESH START
Please note some items
(cushions,
stemmed
glasses, ornaments, vases) are not
included in Starter Packs and cannot
always be passed on to others. This
then has to be sent to landfill. The
Council charge Fresh Start to uplift
waste, which is an expense they
obviously
want
to
avoid.
As Fresh Start is no longer accepting
cushions some people may recognise
their contributions which have been put
to use on the chairs in the Prayer Room
next to the kitchen behind Hall 1.
I would be grateful if you could use the
requests issued monthly in the
Intimations as guidance for articles
currently required. If anyone wishes to
donate other items then please contact
me for clarification.
Thank you for your support.
Marjorie Hope

THE GREEN
STROLLERS
It has been a good
summer for the Strollers. We
have enjoyed a variety of walks. One of
my favourite walks was along the Water
of Leith to Poet's Glen, a beautiful area.
In June, a group of Strollers climbed to
the top of Arthur's Seat. The day was
sunny and warm and there was a great
sense of achievement when we reached
the top!
By contrast, on a wet and blustery day a
few Strollers braved the elements to
walk across the Forth Bridge, stopping
to dry out in the hotel in North
Queensferry before heading back.
Despite the weather, it was great fun.
Thank you to all our leaders and to the
Strollers, without whom the walks would
not be possible.
A varied programme is planned for the
Autumn so please join us and enjoy the
companionship and fun.
Happy Strolling!
Jeanette Campbell

BIBLE READING
Booklets and a Daily
Reading List are available in the
vestibule at the front door of the Church
to encourage daily reading of God’s
Word and take you on a personal
journey.
The material available is as follows:• “Every Day with Jesus” Booklet
• “Our Daily Bread” Booklet
• “Word For Today” Booklet
• “Word for You” Booklet for
Young People.
• 3 Year Bible Reading Plan “Every
Word in the Bible” to take you
completely through the
Bible,
reading every word. (Scottish
Bible Society)
You can also view the material on the
Church Web Site on the Home Page Daily Bible Study Materials - by clicking
on the “blue” description of the Bible
reading material
Taking, say, a Booklet, with daily
readings supported by a commentary
can be a way of opening up your spiritual
journey or can be helpful in keeping you
on that spiritual journey.
There is also the opportunity to join other
people sharing a Bible Study at Church
Wednesday meetings led by our
Minister.
If you wish more information about Bible
Reading Material please speak to Ian
Aitken or Yvonne Hunter.
Nurture Team
“everyone who calls on the name of the
Lord will be saved.” Acts 2 v 21

We heard about God’s great power and
that not only did he help people in
Biblical times, but he can help and make
a difference to our lives today too.
Over the week we had 40 children join
us, some only for a couple of days, but
each one left with a smile on their face,
a memory verse in their hand and having
learnt something more about God. More
than that they got to experience God’s
love through the care of the fantastic
team that we had.

This year we ran Space Academy and
explored the Biblical story of Daniel. As
we learned facts about space, told
space jokes and made space crafts, we
also explored how Daniel and his friends
faced a similar situation of experiencing
the unknown when they were taken from
their home in Jerusalem to Babylon.
Babylon was a place where everything
was different and strange, from the food
to the language, the clothes to the
culture, having their names changed to
fit in and being surrounded by people
who worshipped idols and false gods.
Yet we found out that Daniel and his
friends stood up for God, even though it
meant they faced death on more than
one occasion. They were faithful to God
and he provided everything they needed
to survive and thrive in this foreign land.

Our team was made up of people from
the local communities and churches and
we were all united through Christ as we
served him together. We had a great
bunch of 5 young leaders who were so
enthusiastic
and
encouraging
throughout the week.
They took
initiative in helping with crafts, leading
the games, acting in the drama and so
much more, it was wonderful to have
each one of them there.

Each morning was filled with songs,
games, crafts, challenges, memory
verses, snacks, stories, drama, jokes
and more! We spent time in groups
looking at the Bible story in more detail
and wondering what difference God
could make to our lives.

He then went round other leaders
showing them the verse in the Bible. His
comment was “the Bible is fantastic!”
Often we never know the impact we
have during weeks like this, but I was
encouraged by one parent who
contacted me to say that the week had
been a turnaround for her child who
hadn’t had an easy summer. She came
home each day singing the songs and
telling what she had learnt and was
found the day after holiday club having
woken up and picked up her Bible to
read.

One boy came rushing in on the second
morning, excited to tell his group leader
the memory verse he had learned. After
reciting it, the leader showed him how to
look it up in the Bible. He was thrilled to
see the words he had memorised written
there before him.

Overall we had a fantastic week and I
can’t wait for our next activity day in
October!
Heather Merriman

Monday 21st October
2019
9.30am – 12.30pm
P1 – p7
Juniper Green Church
Hall
For information on how to book
contact
Heather Merriman –
Familyworker_jvp@outlook.com
Places are limited so book early
to avoid disappointment!

SHOEBOXES
Last year our Church
made
yet
another
tremendous effort in
collecting and filling shoeboxes for
Blytheswood and the time has come
again for the collecting and shopping.
The shoeboxes are filled with goods
which we think of as necessities and yet
to the recipients they are luxuries
beyond their wildest dreams. Who
would think that of a bar of soap or a
woolly scarf?
The boxes are put
together here locally then are taken to
the nearest checking centre then they
go to the main depot where they are
cling wrapped in huge batches and
transported to Eastern Europe to a
variety of countries such as Romania
and Ukraine. We never know where our
boxes will end up but we fill them with
love and know that somewhere,
someone will receive a gift they did not
expect. So this is what to do if you would
like to help…
# collect average sized shoeboxes
which have separate lids. (boxes which
are too large are rejected because they
hold too much)
# add some items each week to your
shopping from the list below
# place any boxes, goods, wrapping
paper and any donations towards
transport in the vestibule in the church.
These are then brought to the manse.
(We have a squad which wraps the
boxes and another squad which fills the
boxes so please leave these tasks to the
squads who know exactly how to do
this.)
There are certain items which are
classed as essential items in each box:

toothpaste and toothbrush; hat, scarf
and gloves; soap; small toy; sweets
(but NO chocolate, other food, loose
sweets, lollies, undated bags, choc
eclairs or choc limes).
Unfortunately this year we are not
allowed to put in hand made or knitted
stuffed TOYS because the organisers
have no control over the type of stuffing
used. However, hand knitted hats,
scarves, gloves and jumpers are still
perfectly acceptable.
Here is the list of suggested items for the
boxes. Please remember you do not
need to buy all of these items and if you
would rather that I did the shopping for
you for items that I know we need, then
please feel free to give me money and I
will happily do this.
Shampoo; soap/shower gel; face
cloth/wet wipes; deodorant;
moisturizing cream; comb/brush;
sanitary products; shaving
foam/razors; underwear/sock s;
new makeup; sewing equipment;
household candles;
screwdrivers/pliers; kitchen
utensils; pens/pencils/sharpener;
notepads/colouring books;
rulers/rubbers.
Please feel free to add t-shirts or pjs etc.
If in doubt ask me. This year I would
love to try to make sure that every box
we put together has hat, scarf and
gloves – most years we have enough to
give everyone 2 out of the 3 so let’s try
for 3 out of 3 this time and also pants
and socks for all. Remember also not to
go for big and bulky because they take
up too much room in the boxes and don’t
buy family sized shampoo etc. Think
also about using supermarket own
brand items because you get more for
your money.

The full leaflets will go out with the
intimations shortly but in the meantime
we can all start collecting. Remember
that each and every person in need is
our neighbour and Jesus tells us that we
MUST look after them. The box filling is
one of the most joyous things to be
involved in so let us all start collecting
and as we buy let us do so with love in
our hearts and pray for those who will
receive these precious gifts. They have
nothing, we have everything…let us be
generous in our giving.
Jean Dewar

SALVATION ARMY
FOOD BANK
We have received a letter
from the Salvation Army thanking us for
our support for the SW Food Bank.
“So far this year – April –July 2019 your
members have donated 209.1kg of food
.
Each of the food parcels the Salvation
Army make up contain a balanced
selection of non-perishable foods,
designed to support a client for 3 days.
The amount of food in each parcel
ranges from 10kg for a single person to
21kg for a family so you can see how
many people have benefitted from your
support”
Keep supporting this good cause by
adding a few extra items to your weekly
shop and bring them to church with you
on a Sunday morning. The food bank
box is in the vestibule.
Thank You!
Jim Dewar

ORGAN FUND

I fell in love with the instrument
when I played the old tracker
organ at St Margaret’s for the
Sunday School, Bible Class
and, at 13, the church service.
After my final year at George Watsons
as school organist, I was appointed
organist and choirmaster at John Ker
Memorial Church in Polwarth. I spent
five years there coinciding with courting
my leading soprano, Hilda, my wife for
59 years.
In the early 60’s, my mother compiled
the St Margaret’s Cookery Book from
favourite recipes from the congregation,
family and friends; from the Foreword –
“This book comes to you with greetings
from St Margaret’s Church, Juniper
Green. It has been compiled for a
specific reason: to help clear the
balance outstanding on the organ fund.
A pipe organ was installed last year”. I
was back at St Margaret’s when the
church closed in 1974.
We are delighted to have been able to
make a donation to the Organ Fund in
the hope that it will help to ensure the
organ keeps plying in Juniper Green.
Richard and Hilda McNeil

LADIES BADMINTON
We resume after our summer
break on Wednesday 18th
September in Hall 1 at 10.00am until
12.15pm. If anyone would like to join us
they would be made most welcome. Our
play won’t reach Olympic standards but
it is fun. Just come along and join in.
Further details are available from Alison
Buchanan

Family News
FUNERALS
“I am Resurrection and the
life”
June 21
June 22
June 25
July 26

Mr Thomas Baillie
Mr Gordon McFadzean
Miss Lovina Cherrie
Mrs Jean Smith

Christmas
Church News
Articles for the Christmas edition of
the Church News should be in by
22nd November. They may be
handed to Alison Robertson or sent
to jgchurchnews@gmail.com.

Congratulations to
Bruce
Thomson
graduating from Heriot
Watt
University
with
Master of Engineering in computing and
electronics.
Fiona Kennedy who successfully
completed the application process for
Ordained Local Ministry in the Church of
Scotland.
Eddie Campbell on being awarded a
personal Chair of Music at Aberdeen
University, now Professor Campbell.

David and Sarah
Watson on the birth of
their first child, Angus
Andrew
Fleming
Watson on 30th April 2019. Fourth
grandchild of Liz and Andrew Watson,
nephew of Sarah and Neil Rhynas and
Claire Watson and cousin of Craig,
Lauren and Emily.

Come along to Juniper Green Parish
Church to swing/rock with the

THE GERSHWIN GANG
featuring Mike Daly on trumpet
on Friday 11th October
at 7.30 pm
Tickets £10 per adult: £5 for under 16
will be available at the church door on
the night
and are also available in advance
from balernomusicfestival.org.uk
junipergreenparishchurch@gmail.com

Val Halliday who celebrated her 70th
birthday on 23rd August.
Isabel and Gordon Campbell who
celebrated their 85th birthdays on
10th
July
and
27th
August
respectively.

The Noticeboard
Communion Services
Jesus said:
“Do this, to remember me”
Sunday 6th October 10.30am
Communion Service
Sunday 3rd November After the
morning service
Sunday 1st December After the
morning service
Sunday 22nd December
9.30am Christmas Communion
service
Sunday 5th January After the
morning service
Sunday 2nd February After the
morning service
Sunday 1st March
10.30am
Communion Service
Messy Church
Saturdays
September 7th,
th
October 5 , November 2nd,
December 7th at 3.30pm
in Hall 1

Church Wednesday will start again on
September 11th and run until December
11th; more details in the leaflet.

The Thursday servicesThursdays, September 19th,
October 24th, November 21st and
December 12th at 10.30am in St
Margaret’s Court
Lorimer House services –
Sundays September 29th,
October 27th, November 24th

Soup and Roll Lunch
Fridays September 27th,
October 25th, November
29th, in
Hall 1 from 12 noon.

Prayers for Healing take
place after the morning
service on the third Sunday of
each month; we have a list of
names of people who are ill
and have asked for prayer, there is then
a short Bible reading and a prayer in
which we include the list of names. It is
quite a simple ‘service’ but many have
found this prayer time to be significant.

CHURCH GARDEN
If you haven’t had a look at the garden at the back of the
Church recently you should go and see how it has grown.
A lot of hard work has been done and it is looking fantastic.

WHO’S WHO
CONTACT
Minister
Session Clerk
Temporary Treasurer
Beadle
Bereavement Care Team
Catering
.
Christian Action Team
Church Halls Cleaning Team
Church Secretary
Communications Team
Crèche
Flower Convener
Freewill Offering Administrator
Fresh Start Organiser
Garden Team Co-ordinator
Gift Aid Treasurer
Girlguiding District Commissioner
Green Strollers Walking Group

NAME
Rev James S Dewar
Ross MacKay
Douglas Buchanan
George Anderson
Jim Dewar
Sandy Watt
Jean Dewar
Elaine Wilson
Alison Robertson
Shona Cook
Vacancy
Hilda McNeil
Lesley Grieve
Marjorie Hope
Jean Dewar
Vacancy
Jean Dewar
(Jeanette Campbell
(Beth Walker
Global Church Co-ordinator
Fiona Elliot
Guild of Friendship
Margaret Woodrow
Halls Convener
Alison Robertson
Kids’ Church
Vacancy
Ladies Badminton Club
Alison Buchanan
Leprosy Mission
Rita Brownlie
Magazine Distribution
Isabel Campbell
MSM
Martin Elliot
Nurture Team
Michael Merriman
Open Door Café & Toddlers’ Group
Inez Paisley
Organist and Choirmaster
Florence Kinnear
Prayer Team
Yvonne Hunter
Joint Property Conveners
(Ian Gilmour
(Andrew Watson
Recordings of Church Service
Sandra Paulin
Roll Keeper
Isabel Campbell
Safeguarding
Maureen Heathwood
Youth Group
Alison Robertson
Church Office is open on Friday mornings 9.30 – 11.30am
Church Website: www.jgpc.org.uk,
Email: jgpc@supanet.com
Facebook – Juniper Green Parish Church

458 5147

