Sunday Update
19th July 2020
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
24 Jesus told them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his
field. 25 But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and
went away. 26 When the wheat sprouted and formed ears, then the weeds also appeared. 27 ‘The
owner’s servants came to him and said, “Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in your field? Where then did
the weeds come from?” 28 ‘“An enemy did this,” he replied. ‘The servants asked him, “Do you want us
to go and pull them up?” 29 ‘“No,” he answered, “because while you are pulling up the weeds, you
may uproot the wheat with them. 30 Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell
the harvesters: first collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and
bring it into my barn.”’
36 Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to him and said, ‘Explain to us
the parable of the weeds in the field.’ 37 He answered, ‘The one who sowed the good seed is the Son
of Man. 38 The field is the world, and the good seed stands for the people of the kingdom. The weeds
are the people of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end of
the age, and the harvesters are angels. 40 ‘As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will
be at the end of the age. 41 The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his
kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil. 42 They will throw them into the blazing
furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the
sun in the kingdom of their Father. Whoever has ears, let them hear.
Why is there evil in the world? If the world belongs to God and God is King, why do bad things still
happen? “Why?” questions are hard. They are easy to ask, but often it is hard to find answers to “why”
questions. Sometimes there is no answer! Why is there evil in the world if God is king? The world is
such a mixture: at one moment we are applauding people who have gone above and beyond the call
of duty, caring for people in need and we have marvelled at how good people are; at the next moment,
we are hearing about violence and destruction, about murder and other unspeakably bad things. What
is it about the world? It both delights and frustrates us; it is both a wonderful place and an awful place
at almost one and the same time; people can be full of love and full of hatred. Why should that be?
The Bible declares that the world belongs to God; God is King of heaven and earth; Jesus is Lord of
everything and stands at the centre of all creation. If all of that is true – and we believe that it is – then
why do bad things still happen. Surely if God is King, the world should be an entirely good place! God
is good, so His world should be always and only good. Today’s parable helps us understand the world
in which we live and helps us understand how to be disciples of Jesus today. It is another parable that
Jesus explains to His friends, so we are left in no doubt as to what the story means and why Jesus told
it. The parable teaches us to be patient and yet loyal to Jesus.
It is another story about a farmer sowing seed in his field. The field is sown with wheat, but during the
night, the farmer’s enemy comes along and sows weeds in the same field, in amongst the wheat. There
was a weed called darnel: darnel looked almost exactly the same as wheat, but it was poisonous and
had much deeper roots! The farmer’s workers want to pull the weeds out to let the wheat grow
properly, as you would do in the garden, but the farmer knew two things: he knew that his servants
might mistake the weeds and the wheat and pull the wrong one up; and he knew that in pulling up
the weeds, they would probably pull out the wheat along with it because the roots were intertwined

and so the crop would be seriously damaged. “Leave the field to grow until harvest time; we can sort
it then; we can pull out the weeds and burn them and then harvest the wheat safely and store it in
our barns!”
Later, the disciples want to know “the parable of the weeds, tell us what it is all about!” Jesus sows
good seed in the world and the good seed are the people who follow Him, people with the kingdom
of God in their hearts. But God has an enemy who wants to spoil His good work and the enemy has
sown weeds in the world, people who do evil; but it is not always easy to spot the difference. There
will come a time when God will judge the world and good and evil will be separated, the good to
rejoice in the presence of God and the evil to be destroyed. Till then, the world in which we live will
be a mixture of good and evil, will be a tug of war between God and what is good on the one hand,
and the devil and the evil he generates on the other.
From beginning to end the Bible is the story of this conflicted world. In the first chapters of the book
of Genesis, we read about the Garden of Eden, the paradise God created, and it was all good. But Eve
and Adam are confronted with a choice and they are persuaded by the devil to choose the path of evil
and rebellion against God; they disobey God and the perfect paradise is spoiled; evil enters in and has
been in the world ever since. The Bible story ends in the book of Revelation with a description of a
new heaven and a new earth; God will again live with His people in an unhindered way and there will
be no evil in this new creation; everything evil will be swept away and destroyed and all will be perfect
peace and light; God in His glory will reign forever.
We are living in the middle of that story. What are we to do? There are 4 things:
 First of all, we are to be patient. Understand that the world is a mixture of good and evil and that
it always will be like that, but that God is still God and Jesus is still Lord. It’s not always easy to be
patient and trusting!
 Don’t try to judge other people. It is an easy trap to fall into to try to judge the other person – is
this person a Christian or not? It is not our place to judge other people; we can’t see their hearts
and don’t know what they’re like inside. Leave the judging to God!
 We pray and work for the world to be a place where God’s kingdom and its values grow and
become stronger. We pray for people to become Christians and for ourselves and Christians across
the world to embrace the values of God’s kingdom more and more. The fact that the world is a
mixed place doesn’t give us room to be complacent or lazy. Campaign for good causes; tell people
about Jesus.
 We follow Jesus with loyalty and commitment. The last hymn on today’s list has this as its chorus:
“We will stand as children of the promise, we will fix our eyes on Him, our soul’s reward. Till the
race is finished and the work is done, we’ll walk by faith and not by sight.” That is a declaration of
intent on our part; this is who we are and this is what we will do.
Prayer: Father, we thank you for the wonderful world that You have made and that we live in; we thank
you for all that delights us about the world and the people who live in it, those who love us, those
whose goodness we applaud. Our hearts are sad when we see evil in the world; we are angry when we
hear of violence and abuse. Help us to be patient; enable us not to be judgemental of others; teach us
to pray and work for a better world; help us to be loyal and committed followers of Jesus. Make this
world a better place by our faith and love.
Day by day, dear Lord of you
Three things I pray:

To see you more clearly,
To love you more dearly,
To follow you more nearly,
Day by day.
Please take time during the week to pray for the people referred to in these topics:
 Christians across the world who are persecuted for their faith, or those who live by faith in the
face of dreadful evil, and for those who campaign to make the world a better place for people
who are victims of violence, abuse and oppression.
 People who are weak and vulnerable today, those who mourn, those who are sick, those who
are isolated and lonely; those in hospital and families who can’t visit; pray for people you know
by name.
 NHS staff, care home staff, those caring in the community – God keep them safe.
 The opening up of lockdown, to be done carefully and not recklessly; for people to be wise in
the way we behave, to observe social distancing and to take notice of people who may be
weaker and more vulnerable.
 For our schools, now on holiday but with a new target for August 11th; for Head Teachers,
management teams and teachers, to be able to have time off while still trying to find a way
that meets the needs of our children and young people as much as possible.
 For the virus to go away completely; pray that science will find a vaccine.
 People whose hearts and minds are feeling “shut-in”, for whom the physical lockdown is
affecting their mental health and sense of well-being and freedom. For victims of domestic
violence, with nowhere to escape to.
 Children and young people at home, missing friends from school, missing the contact with
other people. Parents working, looking after children, trying to care for other family members.
 More places opening: let this not be the occasion for a spike in the virus, but for people to
stay safe and well while enjoying new freedoms.
 Those who are furloughed from work and those who have lost their jobs and have no prospect
of a new job soon pray for a sense of purpose when they are away from paid employment.
 Our community, caring for vulnerable people, helping those in need, for resilience and
strength.
 Our political leaders, trying to make difficult decisions in the right way.
 Holiday Club this week, run by Heather: pray for children to sign up; for Heather and the team
as they tell the stories and help children have fun on Zoom; for the technology to work well;
for the 90 other churches across Scotland who have signed up to this holiday club opportunity.
 For one another, sustaining our faith when there is nothing of the outward life of the church.
Remember the prayer e-mail line at prayerjgpc@gmail.com
Here are some links to hymns you might know and love; go and have a listen.
Praise the Lord, His glories show
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MnqxIJo7syE
Come now is the time to worship
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NPWq8eM4lu8
Our God is a great big God
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eaXPXWBcE3I
Holy Spirit, hear us
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8lh1rWM9YWM
By faith we see the hand of God
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fXB8ihepUpE
Heather’s A-Z of videos: the latest is V https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qpyGaXmnXQ4
Next Sunday: We will have our Zoom service at the usual time of 10.30am, but we have a guest
speaker. Sandra Lindsay lives in Edinburgh and is a volunteer with Tearfund in Scotland. 3 years ago
she went on a trip to Rwanda and that started her on a journey as someone who has been learning to

tell something of Tearfund’s story. She will tell us about a water project in Ethiopia and do so through
the Bible story of the woman at the well in John’s gospel chapter 4.
Some other resources:
 Each Sunday at 10.30am, we will have a short time together using Zoom; a link has been sent out
in the e-mail with this update which should enable you to join in.
 This reflection is available on our own church website under the “sermons” tab and there is an
archive of sermon material there for you to read and links to the video reflections –
www.jgpc.org.uk
 If you have a smartphone, the Bible2020 app will give you a short bible reading each day (from
the Scottish Bible Society)
 Scripture
Union
daily
bible
readings
can
be
found
at
https://content.scriptureunion.org.uk/wordlive
 The Church of Scotland website has prayers and reflections from the Moderator and details of lots
of on-line streamed church services - https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/
 Claremont Church in East Kilbride are making services available over a phone line: here are the
contact details which you can share with people who are not on line: Sunday Services @ 10:30 same details every week 020 3937 2973; PIN: 352 598 857#
 The Reflections from the Quay on BBC 1 Scotland has stopped.
DAILY BIBLE STUDY MATERIALS The next issue of “ EVERY DAY WITH
JESUS” Booklet for July and August 2020 is now available. Ian Aitken has the Booklets for
July and August. Other Bible Study materials to give you a choice are available by
contacting either Ian Aitken or Michael Merriman who will be delighted to arrange regular
copies for you of any of the Bible Reading material. Let the Bible feed you.

A world of wheat and weeds
These resources are designed to help you explore the Bible as a family
together at home while we can’t go to church. Be as creative as you want
to be and enjoy spending time with each other and with God.

Prepare yourself…
Lord, we gather and we pause
to think about your world:
such a beautiful place.
We want everything to be perfect,
but we accept it is far from that.
So, bring us together to learn from
you
how to be your presence in the
world,
how to create a right environment
and be fruitful for you in all we do.
Keep us always watchful and
prayerful.
Amen.

Question…
Have you heard the saying “practice makes
perfect”? What kind of things can you practice to
get better or perfect?
If we get 10 out of 10 on a test does that mean we
are perfect? Maybe it just means we’re ready for
harder questions!
What about playing sport? Are the top players
perfect?
Do you think Mary Berry’s cakes are always
perfect?

Read the Bible…
Here’s two options to choose from, or do
both!:
o Read Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
o Watch this video:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rQ
VeIrQTiPo

Talk together…
o If you were the servants, what would you have wanted to do with the weeds?
o Why do you think the master said what he did?
o What things do we see in the world that make it imperfect? Are there any signs of God’s
kingdom?
o Why do you think God doesn’t get rid of all the bad things in the world?
We grow up alongside people from all sorts of backgrounds and beliefs; sometimes we don’t get
on with those around us, but we are called to grow together.
o What people or things make life hard for you sometimes?
o In what ways can we sow good seed in the world?

Pray together…
Seedling prayers
Together plant seeds into pots of soil and pray:
Lord,
as these seeds grow,
may we remember that you are always there,

Praise together…
“Build you kingdom here” by Rend
Collective:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
YcSWpVKKMcs

in everything we see and do.
Amen.

Create something…
Go for a walk and collect some natural “waste”
products you find on the ground such as twigs, bark,
stones, leaves and grass. Use these to create a picture
of something beautiful.

Do something…
Offer to do some weeding in a
friend’s/neighbour’s/the church’s garden. Make
each weed you pull up part of your prayer that God
will help you to live like wheat in the world and
shine for him.

Play together…
You’ll need: a tray of compost, some
cocktail sticks (same number for each
person), coloured pens (1 different
colour per person).
o Colour the bottom of each cocktail
stick then bury the coloured ends
into the compost with the top of the
stick poking up.
o Just as the wheat and weeds looked
the same until fully grown, in this
game you’ll only know the colour
once you’ve pulled the stick out.
o Assign a colour to each person then
take turns pulling out the sticks. If
it’s your colour keep it, if not then
put it back.
o The winner is the first one to collect
all their sticks.

