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Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
31 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took 
and planted in his field. 32 Though it is the smallest of all your seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest 
of garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and perch in its branches.”33 
He told them still another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed 
into a large amount of flour until it worked all through the dough.” 
 
44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and 
then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field. 45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like 
a merchant looking for fine pearls. 46 When he found one of great value, he went away and sold 
everything he had and bought it.  47 “Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let 
down into the lake and caught all kinds of fish. 48 When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up on the 
shore. Then they sat down and collected the good fish in baskets, but threw the bad away. 49 This is 
how it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come and separate the wicked from the righteous 
50 and throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 51 “Have 
you understood all these things?” Jesus asked. “Yes,” they replied. 52 He said to them, “Therefore every 
teacher of the law who has been instructed about the kingdom of heaven is like the owner of a house 
who brings out of his storeroom new treasures as well as old.” 
 
We’re not sure that we like secrets. If you have them, you want to keep them and are suspicious of 
people who try to steal them. If you think someone else has secrets, then there is part of you that 
wants to know, and if you can’t find out you feel left out. Secrets can create a “them-and-us” situation, 
when some people know and others don’t know; it can lead to conflict. We don’t like strangers who 
try to persuade our children to keep secrets; there must be something to hide and with good reason, 
we don’t like that! What do we make of the allegations last week that the Russians have tried to steal 
some of the data generated by research into a Covid vaccine? Should we keep that secret or should 
we share it? Should we worry that the Russians might have it and might do something sinister? 
 
Jesus talks about the “secrets of the kingdom” in Matthew 13. The word that is used for “secrets” gives 
us our word “mystery”. That idea in the New Testament is not about something that remains hidden, 
but is about something that God has revealed. We can’t discover the kingdom of God by research into 
old books; we can only discover the kingdom of God because God has revealed His kingdom to us in 
Jesus. In this part of the gospels, Jesus reveals God’s kingdom in a whole series of parables and we 
have to work out what they mean. When we find out what the parables mean and what God’s kingdom 
is like, this is not a secret for keeping to ourselves, but a mystery to share with others so that they 
grasp it too! 
 
There are 5 parables in this Bible section. We can’t examine all of them in detail, but Jesus takes some 
of the ordinary things and places of life to put the Kingdom of God alongside them to help us 
understand. “The kingdom of God is like…” and He takes us to the farmer’s field (again), to the kitchen, 
to the ploughman in the field, to the market place, and to the fishmarket on the quayside. In each of 
these places, there is something that Jesus sees to put alongside the message of the kingdom to help 
us understand the mystery. “This is what life is like when God is at work” is how Dick France 
understands these words. I’ve always found that a very good way into these stories. So let’s look at 



two of these parables and try to understand what life is like when God is at work and when Jesus is 
Lord. 
 
First of all, let’s go into the kitchen. The woman in the kitchen is preparing to make bread. She has 
mixed the flour and other ingredients to make her dough and the last part she needs to add is the 
yeast. She will leave the dough for a while to let it “prove” and the yeast will work its way through the 
whole batch. The dough will grow in size as the yeast goes to work; the bread produced by this dough 
will be soft and fluffy as opposed to flat and hard biscuit produced by dough without yeast. The yeast 
works its way through the whole dough; there is not a piece of the dough that is unaffected by the 
yeast; it has affected every part of that batch of dough to transform it from one thing into another. 
Those of you who make bread will know this better than I do. 
 
What is life like when God is at work? The kingship of God touches every part of our lives. Jesus is Lord 
over every part of our lives. God’s kingdom is for the religious part of our lives, for Sunday and what 
we do in worship, for the “churchy” part of our lives. That’s the easy bit; we understand that! But we 
also need to understand that God’s kingdom goes into every other part of our life too: Jesus is Lord of 
the way in which we go about our work, in the office, or the shop, or the classroom. Jesus is Lord of 
our family relationships and the way we conduct ourselves in the privacy of our own home. Jesus is 
Lord of our leisure activities, both what we do and (more importantly, perhaps) the way and spirit in 
which we do them. When God is king like that, He transforms our lives completely. In another sense, 
the gospel is not just for the Church, but is able to transform the world by the Church’s ministry: 
Christians have been at the forefront of creating fair legal systems, of healthcare provision, of caring 
for the weakest in society and so the gospel has gone through the whole of society to transform the 
world in which we live. This is what life is like when God is at work. 
 
Let me take you now to the world of the Antiques Roadshow. The expert is examining a piece of 
jewellery and is almost speechless: “this is the best example of this I have ever seen; I have never seen 
anything like that here ever.” Jesus tells a story of the expert in pearls, in the marketplace, finding the 
best pearl he has ever seen. What does he do? The pearl is so valuable that he goes away to sell 
everything else he has in order to own this best-ever pearl, this most valuable jewel. I’m sure this is 
not an everyday occurrence, but the disciples would get the idea. 
 
What is life like when God is at work? People discover God’s kingdom in all kinds of ways: some 
stumble across the gospel by surprise – C.S. Lewis’ autobiography is called Surprised by Joy and he 
describes himself there as “the most reluctant convert in all England.” Other people discover the 
kingdom after years of deliberate searching: Justin was born around AD100 to pagan parents and he 
spent a lot of his early adult years trying to find peace and satisfaction in his life. He studied all the 
leading philosophies of the day in an attempt to find what he was looking for until a conversation with 
an old man in a field sent him to read the gospel. He became a Christian, found the peace and 
satisfaction he was looking for and became a committed advocate of the Christian faith.  The Christian 
faith was more valuable than all the others, the pearl “of great value” and he spent his life living for 
Jesus. 
 
Is Jesus allowed to be Lord of all of life for us? Or do we give Him just the “religious bit”? How much 
is Jesus worth to us? How valuable is our Christian faith to us? It was valuable enough to Justin for him 
to die for it! These are the questions posed for us by these parables. This is what life is like when God 
is at work. 
 



 
Prayer: Father, we thank You for Your Kingdom, that Jesus is Lord. Thank You that He has shown us 
what life is like when God is King. May we allow Jesus to be Lord of every part of our lives; teach us to 
value Your kingdom above everything else; help us to be people with Jesus in our hearts. Give us the 
courage and the opportunities to share this mystery with other people that they may find peace and 
grace in Jesus too. 
 
Day by day, dear Lord of you 
Three things I pray: 
To see you more clearly, 
To love you more dearly, 
To follow you more nearly, 
Day by day. 
 
Please take time during the week to pray for the people referred to in these topics:  

 The silent revolution that transforms the world, people living by the values that Jesus teaches 
so that the world is changed by these values and by the good deeds that Jesus inspires in His 
people. 

 People who are weak and vulnerable today, those who mourn, those who are sick, those who 
are isolated and lonely; those in hospital and families who can’t visit; pray for people you know 
by name. 

 NHS staff, care home staff, those caring in the community – God keep them safe. 
 The opening up of lockdown, to be done carefully and not recklessly; for people to be wise in 

the way we behave, to observe social distancing and to take notice of people who may be 
weaker and more vulnerable. 

 For our schools, now on holiday but with a new target for August 11th; for Head Teachers, 
management teams and teachers, to be able to have time off while still trying to find a way 
that meets the needs of our children and young people as much as possible. 

 For the virus to go away completely; pray that science will find a vaccine. 
 People whose hearts and minds are feeling “shut-in”, for whom the physical lockdown is 

affecting their mental health and sense of well-being and freedom. For victims of domestic 
violence, with nowhere to escape to.  

 Children and young people at home, missing friends from school, missing the contact with 
other people. Parents working, looking after children, trying to care for other family members. 

 More places opening: let this not be the occasion for a spike in the virus, but for people to 
stay safe and well while enjoying new freedoms. 

 Those who are furloughed from work and those who have lost their jobs and have no prospect 
of a new job soon pray for a sense of purpose when they are away from paid employment. 

 Our community, caring for vulnerable people, helping those in need, for resilience and 
strength. 

 Our political leaders, trying to make difficult decisions in the right way. 
 Holiday Club this week, run by Heather: pray for children to sign up; for Heather and the team 

as they tell the stories and help children have fun on Zoom; for the technology to work well; 
for the 90 other churches across Scotland who have signed up to this holiday club opportunity. 

 For one another, sustaining our faith when there is nothing of the outward life of the church.  

Remember the prayer e-mail line at prayerjgpc@gmail.com  

Here are some links to hymns you might know and love; go and have a listen. 
Rejoice the Lord is King  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oh0BYrdd-8o 
Fairest Lord Jesus  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vhnb2GS8llo 



Lord Jesus Christ  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QA_g98O42Q4 
To be in your presence  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=typ7cueKdT4 
Now when peace like a river https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fJnbylpdS1U 
 
Heather’s A-Z of videos: the latest is X https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=toRYWojA6R8&t=7s
  
 
Zoom service today: We will have our Zoom service at the usual time of 10.30am, but we have a guest 
speaker. Sandra Lindsay lives in Edinburgh and is a volunteer with Tearfund in Scotland. 3 years ago 
she went on a trip to Rwanda and that started her on a journey as someone who has been learning to 
tell something of Tearfund’s story. She will tell us about a water project in Ethiopia and do so through 
the Bible story of the woman at the well in John’s gospel chapter 4. 
 
Next Sunday: we will share communion as part of our service next Sunday at 10’.30am on Zoom. We 
will do this in much the same way as before: if you want to join in and take part, you will need to 
provide a piece of bread for yourself and a little wine, or juice, or water, so that at the appropriate 
time in the service we share the bread and wine together to remember Jesus and take His love to our 
hearts all over again. 
 
Some other resources: 
 Each Sunday at 10.30am, we will have a short time together using Zoom; a link has been sent out 

in the e-mail with this update which should enable you to join in. 
 This reflection is available on our own church website under the “sermons” tab and there is an 

archive of sermon material there for you to read and links to the video reflections – 
www.jgpc.org.uk  

 If you have a smartphone, the Bible2020 app will give you a short bible reading each day (from 
the Scottish Bible Society) 

 Scripture Union daily bible readings can be found at 
https://content.scriptureunion.org.uk/wordlive  

 The Church of Scotland website has prayers and reflections from the Moderator and details of lots 
of on-line streamed church services - https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/  

 Claremont Church in East Kilbride are making services available over a phone line: here are the 
contact details which you can share with people who are not on line: Sunday Services @ 10:30 - 
same details every week 020 3937 2973;  PIN:  352 598 857#  

 The Reflections from the Quay on BBC 1 Scotland has stopped. 
 
DAILY BIBLE STUDY MATERIALS The next issue of “ EVERY DAY WITH 
JESUS”  Booklet for July  and August 2020 is now available.  Ian Aitken has the Booklets for 
July and August. Other Bible Study materials to give you a choice are available by 
contacting either Ian Aitken or Michael Merriman who will be delighted to arrange regular 
copies for you of any of the Bible Reading material.  Let the Bible feed you. 

 

  



  

Secrets of the kingdom 

These resources are designed to help you explore the Bible as a family 
together at home while we can’t go to church.  Be as creative as you want 

to be and enjoy spending time with each other and with God. 

Prepare yourself… 
Lord God, as we gather in your house, 
we thank you for your presence, here 
with us. 
Thank you, Lord, that each one of us 
is unique, 
yet we share a common bond in you. 
We come together as one body, 
but we all learn and experience 
things in different ways. 
We thank you for your amazing word 
that gives us so many pictures of your 
kingdom. 
Something for everyone, 
something to feed our hearts and 
minds. 
Be with us, Lord, 
and bless us richly as we call upon 
your name. 
Amen. 

Read the Bible… 
Here’s two options to choose from, or do 
both!: 

o Read Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52. 
o Watch this video: 

https://vimeo.com/440004187 

Question… 
How do you describe something to someone if 
they don’t know what you’re talking about? 

Imagine trying to describe a dandelion.  You could 
say it is a plant.  It has yellow flowers.  Some call it 
a weed. 

Have a go at describing something you know 
about.  Perhaps a film, book, bird, or machine.   

Can everyone else guess what you are describing? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pray together… 
Help us to see you all around, O God: 
in our families and friends, 
in WhatsApp and Instagram, 
in FaceTime and TikTok, 
in all the ways we have of connecting, 
even when we are apart. 
May we use all the opportunities 
we have to spread love and not fear, 
to build up and not tear down, 
to give thanks and celebrate achievement, 
and to know you, God of the old and the young, 
are bringing us together 
to love one another 
through this time and forever. 
Amen. 

Talk together… 
o What do you think the Kingdom of heaven is?  What do you think it looks like? 
Jesus often tried to tell his friends and followers what life would be like if people loved God and 
loved each other, that’s what he means by the Kingdom of heaven – God’s people living God’s 
way on earth.  Jesus told stories about the things he saw every day.    
o What did Jesus say the kingdom of heaven would be like? 
o Which of the 5 descriptions of God’s kingdom do you like best and why? 
o If everyone loved God and each other what do you think the world would be like? 
o Challenge – can you come up with your own parable for what the kingdom of heaven is like?  

Use your imagination! 
 

Praise together… 
“Build up”, Fischy music:  
https://fischytunes.com/video-
repo/build-up/ 

 

Play together… 
Create a treasure hunt around your house or 
garden.  What will you use for the treasure?  Why 
do you think Jesus describes the Kingdom of God as 
treasure or pearls? 

Create together… 
Why don’t you make some bread – 
one a flatbread without yeast and 
another a loaf with yeast.  What 
difference does the yeast make?  
What difference does knowing God 
make in our lives? 
Here’s some easy to follow recipes: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/recipes/quic
k_flatbreads_43123 
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/e
asy-white-bread 


