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Friends, 
How hard has life been 
since I last wrote a letter for 
Church News! We have 

struggled a little to find ways to 
communicate: the online world has 
been fine for some, but for those who 
don’t do computers, we have found it 
hard to know how to keep in touch. I 
suspect we were hoping that lockdown 
might have gone away quickly, but I 
think we all understand now that Covid 
will be with us for some time yet and we 
have to live with that. I have written 
elsewhere about what that means for 
us, especially with regard to 
the church building and 
services. 
 
How do we navigate our way 
through troubled waters? 
That’s a big question for us. 
Some have found that easier 
than others, but it has been a 
difficult time for all of us.  
 
If you visit any of Scotland’s coast you 
will not be far from a lighthouse; on 
almost every dangerous rock, there is a 
lighthouse warning ships to be careful 
or to stay away. There is a fairly new 
song that uses the notion of God as the 
lighthouse. Here are some of the 
words: 

“In my wrestling and in my doubts 
In my failures You won't walk out 

Your great love will lead me through 
You are the peace in my troubled sea.”  
 
The writer then calls God “my 
lighthouse” as the One who guides him 
safe to shore, as he trusts in God’s 
promises; he finds peace and hope with 
God. You can listen to the whole song 
by following the link: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lFB
ZJGSgyVQ  
 

At a time when all the usual sources of 
support and contact have been taken 
away from us, I have been reminded 
time and again that we should trust 
God. Jesus is at the centre of 
everything and we should keep our 
eyes fixed on Him. For some, this has 
been a time when even that faith has 
been tried and tested by the sheer 
volume of concern that has been 
heaped on us; faith has not been easy. 
Whatever life has been like, I want to 
remember that God’s love is unfailing. 
 
We have no idea when the pandemic 

will be over, but we have a God 
who “knows the end of things 
from the beginning”, so we can 
trust Him to help us make wise 
choices for ourselves and for 
our community. Sometimes the 
guidance coming from 
government is confusing and the 
behaviour of other people has 
been unsettling; God hasn’t 
walked out on us but is our 

peace in that troubled sea of mixed 
messages and disturbing behaviour. He 
promises to guide us when we walk 
along unfamiliar paths! 
 
Some of us find our reassurance in the 
regular pattern of church life, with 
events that we enjoy and with people 
we meet when we go there. It took me 
2 weeks in March to unpick almost the 
whole life of the congregation when 
everything we normally do had to be 
stopped. It was profoundly distressing; 
we have worked to create that church 
family life and to see it vanish so 
suddenly bothered me immensely.  
 
At that stage, we were simply aware of 
all that we lost. We lost the pattern of 
church life almost immediately. We lost 
contact with other people and many 
people struggled with that loss. We lost 



face-to-face contact with family and 
friends. All the daily contacts and 
activities that we take for granted were 
gone and we missed it all. The sense of 
lament for a lost community was 
profound and entirely appropriate; that 
sense of lament is still there given that 
we’re still not able to engage with many 
of the people we miss. 
 
Given all of that, God has not gone 
away. The picture of God as “my 
lighthouse” is one that I find a really 
useful picture as we try to find our way. 
 
When all around us is uncertain at this 
time, two pieces of Bible have stayed 
with me: 
 

“I trust in God’s unfailing love”  
(Psalm 13:5) 

“Let us fix our eyes on Jesus”  
(Hebrews 12:2) 

Jim 
 

 
 

TREASURER’S  
REPORT 

 

Accounts for 
2018: Despite the situation we are in, 
we are still managing to balance the 
books at this moment in time. This is 
due to several factors. On the Income 
side we are grateful to those who have 
increased their standing order, moved 
from giving in the open plate to 
standing order and those who have 
made a one-off donation. Also, we 
received donations from two charitable 
trusts towards Shaping the Future 
amounting to £8,000. Of course, 
unfortunately, our loss of income due to 
the closure of the halls means we may 
not be in the same situation at the end 
of the year. On the expenditure side 
there are relatively small savings in 

most expenditure but there has been a 
quite a large reduction in the amount 
we spend on Fabric. We budgeted for 
£12,000 and to date we have spent 
£8,000. I hope that to the end of the 
year we will spend no more than 
another £1,500. However, with fabric, 
you just never know what may come 
along in an emergency. 
 
Gift Aid: We would not be in such a 
reasonable position if we did not 
receive Gift Aid. It will amount to almost 
£20,000 for the year. If you pay tax and 
are not presently giving by Gift Aid, 
please ask me for a Declaration Form. 
You only need to provide your name 
and address and a signature. 
 
Donation 
 If you would like to help, please 
transfer your donation to the church 
bank account: Sort Code: 83–19--15   
Account No: 00184681. 
 
Thank you.  
 
R Douglas Buchanan 
Treasurer  



 

BIBLE READING 
 

Regularly reading the Bible is 
an essential part of anyone’s 

journey of Faith, reflecting daily on 
God’s Word.  We continue to offer 5 
Bible Reading options, including one for 
young people. 
 

The Bible reading material listed below 
can be made available from Michael 
Merriman or Ian Aitken.   
 

The Bible reading material selection is 
“Every Day with Jesus”, “Our Daily  
Bread”, “Word for Today”, “Word for 
You” for Young People, and “3 Year  
Reading Plan” (Scottish Bible Society).. 
Note, "Word for You" for Young 

People is currently not being 
published.  
 

Nurture Team 
 

“.. .that you may live a life worthy of 
the Lord…growing in the knowledge 

of God….” 

Colossians 1 v10 

 

 
 

E-mail addresses 
 
We are doing a great deal 
of our church life on-line at 
present. If you have an e-

mail address that is new, or have 
changed your e-mail address from the 
one you gave us before, it would be 
great to have your up-to-date contact 
details, so that we can include you in 
the distribution list for these e-mails. E-
mail Jim. 
 
Jim Dewar 
 
 
 

Zoom 
 
Until March, I thought 
that Zoom was an ice 
lolly! On Easter 
Sunday, we began to 

use this piece of technology to meet for 
worship and every Sunday since then 
we have held a service together. On 
the first Sunday, I had no idea about 
the level of response – how would you 
take to this? I’d have been happy to 
see about 25 or 30 people there, but 
was delighted when the first Sunday 
saw about 50 people attend and since 
then we have consistently had a 
“congregation” of between 60 and 75 
people. We have also used Zoom for 
Kirk Session meetings and Bible 
studies and this has allowed these 
parts of church life to continue when 
“normal” church life has been lost to us. 
Some people have loved it; some have 
tried it and given up; some have valued 
the opportunities it has brought, people 
attending Bible study for example when 
they would not have been able 
otherwise. Each Friday and again on 
Sunday morning, I send out a link to the 
Zoom meeting and all you have to do is 
to click on or tap the link and you will be 
there amongst us at 10.30am on 
Sunday. Zoom has allowed us to see 
each other and talk together when 
otherwise the church would simply 
have “shut down”. I understand that 
some people have not got the 
technology to do Zoom and if you need 
support that we’ve not given you, 
please tell me and we will respond 
accordingly. Into the weeks to come, 
we will continue to use Zoom for 
Sunday morning worship and if you 
want to know more about how it works 
and have the link, please contact me. 
 
Jim Dewar 



 
SHOEBOXES 
 
Normally in September 
and October we are all 
busy buying extra things 

with our shopping because this is the 
season for gathering goods for the 
annual Blythswood shoebox appeal.  
Despite the fact that there is still an 
appeal this year, and the need is as 
great as ever, it is with great regret that 
we are not able to take part this year.   
 
The church is not open for you to take 
donations and we can't do all this in our 
house, despite its size. We can't safely 
socially distance to wrap boxes, shop 
for goods as we might otherwise, sort 
goods or fill boxes.  This is a huge 
disappointment to me as I find this one 
of the most rewarding piece of Christian 
Action we do as a congregation and I 
know that it involves a large number of 
you who have also taken this cause to 
your hearts.  
 
Instead of filling boxes, I would urge 
you all to consider donating direct to 
the Blythswood appeal via their 
website.  Could I suggest that you 
consider donating the amount you 
would have normally spent on the 
shoebox goods. If you would rather, 
then please get cash or cheques to me 
and I will happily send it on, on your 
behalf. 
 
Please be generous and remember to 
include Blythswood in your prayers.  
The need in Eastern Europe is still 
huge and just because Covid 19 has 
caused chaos here, doesn't mean we 
should forget our brothers and sisters in 
their poverty.  Jesus didn't reject the 
poor but did what He could, and 
enabled His disciples to do the same. 
WE are followers of Jesus so let us do 

as He would and be as generous as we 
can be.  
 
Jean Dewar 
 
 

 

The Update 
 
Every week 
since the end of 
March, I have 
produced a 

printed update that has gone out by e-
mail. I know that some people have 
printed this off and given it to a 
neighbour or someone who is not on e-
mail. Continue to do that, please. The 
Update contains a Bible reading and a 
reflection on that text, a prayer and 
some prayer topics, the links to some 
videos of hymns and a family resource 
sheet prepared by Heather. If you don’t 
get it and would like to, then let me 
know and I will try to make that happen 
for you. It is another way of trying to 
stay connected with the church family 
and with the Lord Jesus. 
 
Jim Dewar 
 
 

NEW CHURCH WEBSITE 
On September 3rd, we 
launched a new church 
website. It uses the same 
address but if you go to 
www.jgpc.org.uk you will 

see a new way of describing the 
congregation. It is still a work in 
progress in that we are still deciding 
what to put there, but if there is 
something that is a glaring omission, 
the do let the Minister know. 
 
Jim Dewar 

  



LADIES BADMINTON 
  
There has been no 
badminton played for the last 

6 months for obvious reasons. It is also 
reasonable to assume that there will be 
no play possible during the remainder 
of this year but we will do our best to 
start up early next year. However, the 
Ladies have kept in contact with a 
fortnightly Zoom meeting, kindly 
organised by Linda Sharp. In this way 
we have kept up to date with all the 
relevant issues of the day. It’s amazing 
what one gets to talk about!  
Should there be anyone interested in 
joining us, please do not hesitate to get 
in touch with me   
 
Alison Buchanan 
 

 
It’s still 
happening! 
 
For a campaign 
that was 

supposed to be for only a month 
everyone is surprised to keep seeing 
buses with the “trypraying” adverts on. 
It started in April but with COVID and 
lock-down things have changed in the 
advertising world - at least as far as 
buses are concerned. Consequently 
there are still many buses carrying the 
adverts. The effect is striking. 
 
Our prayer and hope is that God will be 
at work through the trypraying message 
and have a powerful effect encouraging 
people who “don’t do church”, to learn 
more about the love of Jesus and start 
their journey of faith. 
 
Yvonne Hunter 
 
 

 
 
They have started accepting limited 
starter pack goods but these need to be 
delivered to them via one contact from 
each of the churches and not by 
general public. (This is a change from 
previous communication due to over 
subscription and staff 
shortages)    Sadly therefore I will not 
be able to organise this until our 
Church reopens as storing items for 
delivery is not feasible.  Please 
therefore keep any items until such 
time as this becomes possible.   Sadly, 
no soft furnishings, towels etc can be 
donated for the foreseeable future.   
 

During lockdown, Fresh Start have 
delivered over 7,500 food, cleaning and 
toiletry packs to over 300 households 
and their Hit Squads (Green Grafters) 
have been renovating gardens in the 
Pilton area creating green spaces for 
families.  
 

It is lovely to be able to make contact 
with you all again.  Thank you for your 
continued interest in Fresh Start and 
stay safe.    
 

Marjorie Hope. 
  



THE CHURCH BUILDING 

 
Sunday March 22nd was the last time 
we held an event in the Church building 
when we met for a short prayer service. 
Lockdown occurred just after that and 
the building has been closed ever 
since. We have been looking after it 
over the summer and will continue to 
do so now that autumn and winter are 
coming along.  
 
The Scottish Government has allowed 
Church buildings to re-open for 
worship, under very strict parameters. 
No more than 50 people are allowed in 
the building for any event; we must 
adhere to the 2 metre social distancing 
and everyone must wear a mask. We 
have tested each part of our buildings 
and given these controls, the church 
itself could seat, at the very most, 30 
people; Hall 1 could accommodate 24 
and Hall 2 will be able to hold 8 people. 
Everyone will also be asked to use the 
hand sanitizer every time they come 
into the building and we will create one-
way systems that mean people entering 
and leaving the buildings by different 
doors. If we were to use the church 
building we would need to remove the 
pew cushions as well as the pew bibles 
and hymn books. People would need to 
book a place and we would need to 
record names and contact details for 
the Government’s Protect and Trace 
scheme. 
 
The table on the next page is a 
personal risk assessment that has been 
given to us by the Church of Scotland, 
asking that we circulate it to you so that 
you can weigh up for yourself the risk 
you face in coming to an event where 
you will be in some kind of contact with 
other people. If you score 3 points, you 
would be fairly safe; between 3 and 5 

points, it would be all right to attend, but 
you need to be cautious; if you score 
more than 5 points, you should stay 
away for your own safety. We have 
seen other community events in other 
parts of Scotland which have sparked 
off concerns and led to lockdown being 
reimposed. The Church would not want 
to be responsible for the same 
happening in Edinburgh. 
 
At our meeting on September 2nd, the 
Kirk Session took the decision not to re-
open the building for now. There are a 
number of reasons, the most important 
of which is a concern for the safety of 
the community. We are aware that 
most of the people who we think would 
want to be in the building for a church 
service are, themselves, vulnerable and 
would be putting themselves at risk by 
being there. Only a small number of 
people would be able to attend and the 
sheer logistics of making all of that 
happen would be enormous. When 
circumstances change, we will revisit 
that decision; we understand that some 
people will be disappointed, but along 
with all the other restrictions on church 
activities, we are abiding by the 
Government guidelines and the Church 
of Scotland advice. 
 
I am aware that this will mean some 
people feeling somewhat lost and 
disconnected from Church; please feel 
free to let me know if you feel that way 
or if you know someone else who feels 
like that and I will try to find a way to 
make contact with you and connect 
with others who share that sense of 
disconnectedness. 
 
Jim Dewar 

 
  



 
 

  

Assessment ‘Tool’ for individual and group health risks 
The assessment ‘tool’ below helps you to see how different risk factors may 
combine to give serious health complications should you catch the COVID-19 virus. 
It does not include the factors that may make you clinically extremely vulnerable, 
where you should be following the guidance for those who are ‘shielding’. It includes 
the factors where there is significant statistical evidence but does not include any 
rarer conditions which you may have, so this only offers a starting point. You may 
want to discuss the results with your doctor or with those who have expectations 
about your involvement with church life. We are not claiming medical expertise in 
sharing this way of scoring your risk but giving a way to show how serious catching 
the virus may be for you or the groups using your church building(s). 
 
Circle the score next to each one that applies to you and add up your score. 
Risk Factor  Score 

Age  

50-59 
60-69 
70-79 
80 and over 

1 
2 
4 
6 

Sex at birth  Male  1 

Ethnicity  

Caucasian 
Black African Descent 
Indian Asian Descent 
Filipino Descent 
Other (including mixed race) 

0 
2 
1 
1 
1 

Diabetes & Obesity  

Type 1 & 2 
Diabetes Type 1 & 2 with presence of microvascular 
complications or HbA1c≥64mmol/mol 
Body Mass Index greater than or equal to 35 kg/m2 
online BMI calculator: http://www.nhs.uk/live 
well/healthy-weight/bmi-calculator 

1 
2 
1 

Cardiovascular 
disease 

Angina, previous heart attack, stroke or cardiac 
intervention 
Heart Failure 

1 
2 

Pulmonary (lung) 
disease 

Asthma 
Non-asthma chronic pulmonary disease 
Either of the above requiring oral corticosteroids in the 
last year 

1 
2 
1 

Malignant neoplasm 
(cancer) 

Active malignancy 
Malignancy in remission 

3 
1 

Rheumatological 
conditions 

Active treated conditions  2 

Immunosuppressant 
therapies 

Any indication  2 

Total Score   

 

A score of under 3 indicates a lower risk, but you should still be following the 
guidance for staying safe. 
A score of 3-5 suggests a greater risk and you should consider ways of reducing 
your risk by taking additional precautions or avoiding some activities. 
A score of 6 or more suggests a high risk and indicates that you should continue 
to work or participate in church life from your home. 
The scoring is based on an article from the British Medical Association 

website.5.05.20091967; doi: 

https://doi.org/10.1101/2020.05.05.20091967 



Alistair McBean Golf 
Competition. 

 
The annual golf competition 

for the Quaich, instigated by Christine 
after the death of her husband twenty 
five years ago, was held on the 28th 
August.  The weather was kind to us 
but unfortunately the number of golfers 
was reduced to four after two had to 
pull out at the last minute.  Because of 
Covid 19 there was a restriction of 
numbers at Baberton Golf Club and it 
was decided not to hold the dinner this 
year.  The prize giving was held the 
following Friday in the club house, 
during this the future of the competition 
was discussed.  It was decided that 
now is the time to end it in the present 
format as the number of golfers is 
dwindling each year, and the 
connection with the McBean family was 
lost when Christine died.  The Quaich 
will be held by this year’s winner for 
twelve months, during this time the 
family will be contacted to see if they 
would like to retain the trophy which 
one of the sons, who was visiting that 
year, won. 
 
The golfers comprised 3 men and one 
lady, I am sure the ladies of the 
congregation will be delighted that 
Sandra Gibb was the winner this year 
with John Sharp the runner up.  Of the 
other two the Minister was 3rd and 
bringing up the rear was Malcolm 
Brown.  Sandra was a worthy winner 
being the only one who played 
consistently through 18 holes with the 
rest of us starting off with promise of 
great things but falling by the wayside 
over the back nine.  Jim was the winner 
of the closest to the centre of the 
fairway at the 16th hole and John 
Sharp, as the only person who 
managed to land on the green, was the 

winner of nearest the hole at the 14th.  
As for the nearest the hole at the 17th 
we all failed to land on the green with 
our tee shots. 
 
Malcolm Brown 

 
 

 
HOSPITAL 

LOCKDOWN 
  

We were into Week 7 of Lockdown 
when I felt unwell. It lasted a couple of 
days and then I had a fever early in the 
morning. I ended up in ERI A&E at 
4.00am and tested for Coronavirus. I 
was taken to a Covid ward where I 
awaited the result - negative. I was 
hustled into a medical ward but the 
following day my condition had not 
improved that much so I was tested 
again. This time I had to wait overnight 
for the result – not pleasant. It was 
negative again. My next few days were 
spent recovering from a urinary 
infection. Not a good time for me but 
NHS were first class. 
Into Week 17 of Lockdown and I tore 
my calf muscle. After two weeks the 
injury was still with me and my leg had 
swollen quite badly. Thought the doctor 
better look at it. He sent me straight to 
the Western where I was tested for 
deep vein thrombosis (DVT). Turned 
out to be just the torn muscle and I was 
told to rest up. Not the best at doing 
that, 6 weeks later I am still trying to 
make a full recovery. Again, full marks 
to the NHS for the way I was treated 
that day at the Western. 
 
We do have an excellent Health 
Service and just where would we be at 
a time such as this if we didn’t!? 
 
Douglas Buchanan   



STAIR CLIMB 
In late July I was 
feeling a bit fed up 
one day and 
wondered what I 
could do which would 
make me look 
upwards and 
outwards, instead of 
feeling sorry for 

myself.  
 

It was almost a year since our 
grandson, Jamie, died and I thought I 
could do some fundraising for SWAN 
(UK) which helped Fiona and Martin 
(Jamie's parents) as they spent long 
weeks in hospital with Jamie who was a 
swan with many challenges. SWAN 
(UK), this stands for Syndrome Without 
A Name, is an organisation which helps 
with genetic research and gives 
financial help to parents of swan 
children.  
 

In addition I have been taking virtual 
Brownie meetings through the summer 
to enable my girls to continue to 
experience all that guiding gives them 
and was aware that in Juniper Green 
district we have not been able to take in 
any subs to cover badges, craft 
materials and other resources. I want to 
allow the virtual experience to continue 
for as many girls as possible since it 
doesn't look as though we will get back 
to guiding as we knew it anytime soon. 
 

And so a plan was formed...I have 
arthritis and asthma so I wanted 
something which would challenge me.  
We have plenty stairs in our house and 
I calculated (using Pythagoras!) that 
each climb of the stairs would take me 
25 feet. I decided to climb for a month 
and see the height I could 
reach...anything from Ben Nevis to 
Everest but with no real expectations.  

Jim set up a fundraising page for me 
and I thought I might manage to raise 
£200 and off I went...Ben Nevis came 
and went and up I climbed.  At the end 
of the month climbing I had scaled the 
stairs 588 times, reaching a total of 
14700 feet, just over the height of the 
Matterhorn and thanks to the 
generosity of many I have raised £1870 
to date which will be split between the 2 
nominated charities. And so...THANK 
YOU...for your donations and 
supporting comments. 
 

Jean Dewar 
 
 

Bead Making 
Adventure! 
 
At the beginning 
of lockdown I 
decided to make 

a sourdough starter with a view to 
making my own sourdough bread. I had 
all that was needed but lockdown gave 
me the incentive to start. After a few 
tries I now have a hungry starter culture 
which needs feeding every week but 
otherwise seems quite well behaved. 
I am quite enjoying using the starter to 
make bread but have had varying 
degrees of success. The first one could 
easily have been a dangerous weapon. 
In fact it was just as well it fitted into the 
food bin whole as I couldn’t break it! 
However if at first you don’t 
succeed.......! 
 
Karen Berry 



 
 

I bet that none of us expected to be still 
in one of the lock down phases in 
September when this all started in 
March.  Life has changed beyond all 
recognition...my wee job at the High 
School, exam invigilating, Brownies in 
the hall, badminton, all the church 
activities...all gone. What to do? To 
start off with I pottered and made a list 
of all the things I could do to tidy up the 
house. And how much of it have I 
actually done...hmm.  I was anxious 
and felt constrained.   
 

But then good weather meant every 
waking moment was spent in the 
garden either working in the beds and 
borders or sitting on the bench with my 
book.  When you are gardening or 
reading, you get lost in the moment and 
everything round about vanishes, time 
passes and another day comes and 
goes.  I love doing jigsaws and have 
done more than 20 x 1000 piece ones 
during this time and having the radio on 
in the background is relaxing.  I'm not 
technology-minded in any way, shape 
or form and pressing buttons on a 
computer brings me out in a cold sweat 
but if I wanted to do some Guiding then 
zoom it would have to be. Jim sends 
out the link and I have now held virtual 
meetings for 11 weeks since the start of 
the summer holidays. I'm about to go to 
the Guide shop for badges since we 
have managed to complete 57 
badges...great work from the girls! 
 

Sure, I felt angry that my choices had 
been taken away from me...I couldn't 
go and browse the bookshop whenever 
i wanted; or meet my friends for a 
cuppa and a blether; or take a bus to 

Princes Street gardens and sit with a 
latte and people watch; or enjoy live 
events at the Book Festival which is 
usually my treat time for me; or, what 
was worst of all, hug my family. I 
despaired at most of my family having 
to work from home, whilst being 
desperate for face-to- face interaction 
or being key workers exposed to all the 
risks. And I have watched with growing 
anger as people break the rules, putting 
others at risk, including those of us with 
health issues. 
 

And yet...and yet... God has been 
working away in my life. I have been 
blessed to learn to be CONTENT and 
PATIENT in ways I never thought 
possible.  Virtual church services and 
bible studies have been great. My 
family has all been kept safe. We have 
enjoyed family virtual quizzes.  I have 
had extra time to pray and just commit 
everything to God.  I haven't broken the 
computer! The garden was glorious and 
we have continued to reap the harvest 
of our labours. Folk have kept in touch 
by phone, checking up to see how we 
were. Brownies is been great fun and 
the Badminton ladies have joined 
virtually every couple of weeks for a 
catch up. I know some folk have family 
thousands of miles away and only get 
to hug them every few years, never 
mind the weeks I've missed out and so 
having family close by is a blessing. 
 

I have no idea when this will all end and 
I can get back to school or when the 
other activities I'm involved in will 
restart face to face or when church life 
will return to some normality or when I 
can hug my family and friends instead 
of socially distancing.  Perhaps we 
need to wait until there is a vaccine for 
all before we can get back to "normal" 
whatever that means, though I suspect 



things will never, ever go completely 
back to the way they were. 
 

In the meantime I'm grateful to God for 
calming my heart and mind and I will 
continue to commit every day to Him. 
God is with us always and everywhere 
and in every situation. And hallelujah 
for that! 
 
Jean Dewar 
 
 

GOLDEN WEDDING 
  
We were 
married on 
Friday, 7th 
August 1970 in 
Ayton Parish 
Church, 
Berwickshire, on 
a misty 
afternoon. 
However, the 
sun came out by 

the time we arrived at the Ednam 
House Hotel, Kelso for the reception 
and we were able mingle with the 
guests in the hotel garden overlooking 
the River Tweed. Fifty years later, 
again on a Friday, we celebrated 
quietly by going for a walk along 
Gullane beach followed by a meal in 
The Old 
Clubhouse, 
something we 
have always 
enjoyed doing 
over the 
years. The 
following day, 
Saturday 8th, 
we entertained 
our family 
(within 
government 
guidelines, of course!) in our garden on 

what must have been one of the 
sunniest afternoons of the year. We 
had been worried about the frailties of 
the weather, so we had put up a 
gazebo in case we needed to shelter 
from rain but, in the event, it was 
needed to shelter from the sun.  
 
We would like to thank all those that 
sent, cards, emails, telephone calls to 
express their love and good wishes to 
us both on this momentous occasion. 
Looking forward to 60 years now! 
 
Douglas & Alison Buchanan  
 
 

 

 
 
Two important events during lockdown 
for us were, on 5th June we were 
married for 55 years and 7th June 
Arthur was 80. Very small celebrations 
but enjoyable. 
 
I rediscovered baking with scones and 
lemon drizzle cake but stopped as I 
increased in size. 
 
We had a family holiday booked for 
August and it went ahead. We were in 
Turkey for a week.  
Very lucky. 
 
Sylvia and Arthur McAnna 
 
 
  



 
 

Linda and John 
Sharp are pleased to 
announce the birth of 

their twin 
grandchildren, Cara and 

Finn Cairns on 11th May 2020. 8 weeks 
early but doing fine. 
 
 
Yvonne and Kenny Hunter are 
delighted to announce the birth of their 
new grandson Matthew Andrew 
Christopher Hunter who was born on 
the 23rd June.  

 
  

Bill Blair celebrated his 
85th birthday on 
3rd June.   Bill is now in 
Cairdean House Care 

Home having transferred there in 
August. 
 
 

Inez and I are pleased to 
tell you that our Grandson 
Peter Dewhurst has been 
commissioned into The 
Royal regiment of Scotland 

having completed his course at 
Sandhurst.   He is currently on a course 
in The Brecon Beacons.  He will be 
stationed at the Glencorse Barracks, 
Penicuik.   
Alastair Paisley 
 
 

 
Jim and Jean Dewar 
celebrated their Ruby 
Wedding on 9th August 

 
 

 
Ken and Pauline Richards celebrated 
their Golden Wedding Anniversary on 
28th March this year.  
 
Douglas and Alison Buchanan 
celebrated their Golden Wedding on 
7th August 
 

 
 
Richard and Hilda McNeil celebrated 
their Diamond Wedding Anniversary on 
7th May and received a Card from The 
Queen for the occasion. 

 
August saw the 
20th anniversary of 
Jim’s induction into 
Juniper Green Parish 
Church and we 

welcomed the Dewar family (Jim, Jean, 
Alistair and twins Fiona and Kirsty). We 
thank Jim and Jean for their continued 
service to our Church family.  
 
 

 
 
 
 

FUNERALS 
“I am Resurrection and the 

life” 
 

March 5 Helen Gray 
March 24 Pamela Curtis 
May 19  Sheila Ramage 
May 22  David Eatock 
August 13 Catherine Stuart  

Family News 
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WHO’S  WHO 
 

CONTACT    NAME     TEL. NO. 
 
Minister    Rev James S Dewar   
Session Clerk    Martin Elliot    
Temporary Treasurer   Douglas Buchanan   
Beadle     George Anderson   
Bereavement Care Team  Jim Dewar    
Catering    Sandy Watt    
Christian Action Team   Jean Dewar    
Church Halls Cleaning Team  Elaine Wilson    
Church Secretary   Alison Robertson          
Communications Team   Shona Cook    
Crèche        
Flower Convener   Hilda McNeil    
Freewill Offering Administrator  Lesley Grieve    
Fresh Start Organiser   Marjorie Hope    
Garden Team Co-ordinator  Jean Dewar     
Gift Aid Treasurer   Vacancy 
Girlguiding District Commissioner Jean Dewar     
Green Strollers Walking Group  (Jeanette Campbell      
     (Beth Walker   
Global Church Co-ordinator  Fiona Elliot    
Guild of Friendship    Margaret Woodrow   
Halls Convener    Alison Robertson         
Kids’ Church    Vacancy  
Ladies Badminton Club   Alison Buchanan   
Leprosy Mission   Rita Brownlie    
Magazine Distribution   Isabel Campbell    
MSM     Martin Elliot    
Nurture Team    Michael Merriman   
Open Door Café & Toddlers’ Group Inez Paisley    
Organist and Choirmaster  Florence Kinnear   
Prayer Team    Yvonne Hunter    
Joint Property Conveners  (Alison Robertson          

(John McKellar    
Recordings of Church Service  Sandra Paulin     
Roll Keeper    Isabel Campbell    
Safeguarding    Maureen Heathwood   
Youth Group    Alison Robertson        
Church Office is open on Friday mornings 9.30 – 11.30am    

 
Church Website: www.jgpc.org.uk, 

Email: jgpc@supanet.com 
Facebook – Juniper Green Parish Church 


