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Friends,
I’m writing this letter on a
day when the sun is
shining; it’s not warm, but it is bright
and sunny. This is a better day than
some of the dark, dreich autumn and
winter days that we have when the sun
never shines and we need the lights on
in the house all day. It probably
shouldn’t be like this, but the day being
bright and sunny or dark and dreich
does affect our mood; we feel better
when the sun shines.

over Christmas carries the threat of an
increase in infection rates in the weeks
afterwards. We still live in the darkness
and no matter how hard some like to
pretend that everything is fine, it still is
not; we are still afraid and anxious.

The light that shines in the streets of
Bethlehem 2000 years ago is Jesus
Christ. At Christmas we celebrate the
coming of Jesus into the world, the Son
of God becoming human for us. Jesus
came as a baby so that He could grow
up, sharing our human nature, and
thirty years later die for us to
“Share the Light” is our
be the Saviour of the world.
“Hope is patience
theme for Advent and
He lived and died and was
with the lamp lit.”
Christmas.
Here’s
a
raised to save us; He lived
(Tertullian)
starting point: Jesus says
and died and was raised to
of Himself “I am the light
bring hope to our world. He
“In Him was life and
of the world” (John 8:12);
is the light of the world and
that life was the light
in Psalm 80, the man of
because of Jesus, God’s
of all mankind”
faith prays “make your
face may shine on us in love
(John 1:4)
face shine upon us (O
and grace, and we may live
Lord), that we may be
our lives well.
saved.” (Ps 80:3) and the prophet
Isaiah charges us to “Walk in the light
“Share the Light!” Every home in our
of the Lord.” (Isaiah 2:5) There are lots
parish area will get a card that says that
more places where the Bible uses the
on it. With this newsletter you should
idea of light to show us what God is like
have received a star shape – colour it
and how we should live.
in and put it in your window. Invite a
friend to join us for one of our
“In thy dark streets shineth the
Christmas services on Zoom. Tell
everlasting Light; the hopes and fears
someone the story of Jesus and explain
of all the years are met in thee tonight.”
how He brings hope to our frightened
These are words from one of our
world. If someone is on their own over
favourite Christmas carols, “O Little
Christmas, share a conversation on the
town of Bethlehem”, written by the
phone or at their door, if you can do
American churchman Phillips Brooks in
that safely. These are all ways by which
1867. If ever there were words that
we can “share the light” this Christmas
summed up our life and times at the
and bring hope to someone’s heart.
end of 2020 it is these. Our streets are
still dark because we are still dealing
Jean and I wish you all a Christmas
with Covid-19. It has not yet gone away
that is full of peace and hope; may
and while there is a glimmer of light in
2021 have lots of good things in it for
the shape of a vaccine, it has not yet
you. May the grace of God sustain us
happened. We are still living in fear and
all and bring light to our hearts.
the proposed relaxing of restrictions
Jim

TREASURER’S
REPORT
Givings in 2020
As we reach the end of a difficult year
for all of us, I am starting to prepare the
church Annual Report and Accounts.
With no church services since March,
there have been no weekly freewill
offerings (WFO) and open plate
collections for the church or retiring
offerings for charities that we have
supported over the years. Neither has
there been any revenue from the hire of
the church halls. Indeed, much of the
hall income will not be returning, even
after the pandemic has receded
Almost all income now comes from
bank standing orders and the odd bank
transfer or cheque. As such, it is
possible for me to know exactly who
provides all the church income.
Many of those who gave through WFO
or the open plate have changed to
giving by standing order, but some
have not. There are also quite a
number who do not give at all. In fact,
over the last 9 months it is
disappointing to find that over 100
people on the Communion Roll do not
appear to have made any financial
contribution to the church. With costs
next year estimated at £115,000 we
need everyone to at least give some
financial support. An extra £2.50 a
month from those who do not give
anything at present would add £3,000
to the annual revenue and make the
difference of the church having a loss
or breaking even. Every year I ask
people who have bank standing orders
to give a little more and many do. An
increase of £2.50 a month from current
donations would make a difference of
at least £5,000 and allow us to plan a
more effective future for the church.

To donate to the church please transfer
funds by standing order or electronic
transfer to: Bank Sort Code: 83–19–15
A/C: 00184681. Donations may also be
made using the church website. Please
also indicate if you would like to use the
Gift Aid facility which would provide a
further 25% of your giving. This return
of tax paid is also necessary for us to
meet our expenditure commitments.
I would also like to take this opportunity
to thank everyone who has contributed
this year no matter how small or large
the donation, especially those who
have increased their offering in such an
exceedingly difficult year. Every offering
is a commitment to ensure that your
church and the work of Christ in the
local community of Juniper Green and
the surrounding area will be with us for
many years to come.
Wishing you a safe and enjoyable
Christmas.
R Douglas Buchanan
Treasurer

THE CHURCH BUILDING
The Church building remains closed for
services of worship. We did use the
Halls for collecting toys for the
Salvation Army because that was the
best and safest place to be. As yet, the
Kirk Session has seen no reason to
revisit its September decision and has
no plans to re-open the building for
worship. We will let you know when that
changes.
Jim Dewar

CHRISTMAS – SHARE THE
LIGHT!

Share the Light is the theme of our
Christmas celebrations in 2020. Here’s
an idea of what we’re going to be
doing.
Messy Christmas Activity Bags are
being given to families throughout the
community, with lots of crafts and other
activities in them. These bags will help
families have things to do in both the
days before Christmas and in the
holidays. There are still some left so if
you want one or more for your family,
contact Jim or Heather.
#CommunityChristmas is a way of
trying to spread Christmas beyond the
Church and beyond Zoom: The Star
that has come with Church News
should be coloured in and then put in
your window so that we light up the
community at Christmas with stars. The
Messy Christmas Nativity Trail: our
woollen nativity set has gone walkabout
in the shops of Juniper Green and your
task is to find them; the form is in the
Activity bag, but it is also there to be
downloaded from the website if you

want to have a go at finding all 11
characters. Paint a pebble: each bag
will have a pebble inside; we’re asking
people to paint the stone with a
character from the Nativity story and
then place it on the steps outside the
front door of the church; why not find a
pebble from your garden, clean it, dry it
and paint it too, and put it with the
others outside the building; let’s see
how big a nativity cast we can create.
The Service for Remembering has
th
gone onto Zoom. On Sunday 13
December at 3pm we will meet to help
people remember someone who has
died. More than ever this year, people
are struggling with grief because of the
restrictions on funeral services and
bereavement rituals; if you want to
remember someone you have loved, a
family member or a friend, then why not
join us for that service. It is an event
made up of readings, music, prayers
and a time to reflect; we will have stars
on our prayer tree and you can have a
star for your own, let Jim know.
A Christmas Extravaganza is the
grand title for our service on Sunday
th
20 December. Plans are still being
worked out at the time of writing, but we
hope that this service will involve
people in readings and reflections on
what Christmas means to them, as well
as listening to some familiar Christmas
carols. It will take place on Zoom at
10.30am.
Christmas Eve Family Carol Service
th
happens at 6.30pm on Thursday 24
December. In the Messy bag there will
be a tea-light and how to create a tealight holder. We’d love you to bring a
tea-light to the Carol Service on
Christmas Eve and light up the Zoom
screens with these lights; we want to
“Share the Light” this Christmas.

BIBLE READING
Christmas Day Service will take place
at 10.30am on Christmas morning. This
will also be an event for all the family;
why not wear your Christmas jumper to
come to the service and bring one of
your presents to the screen so that we
can all see it and go “ooh” and “aah”
when you show us the present and
explain how it works.
All of the events described here will
take place on Zoom; the same link will
work for all of them, This is the link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8306437929
0?pwd=UUx4QmRJZ1hhdHp3VnpCbk
pjcllxZz09
Jim Dewar

Regularly reading the Bible is
an essential part of anyone’s
journey of Faith, reflecting daily on
God’s Word. During the ongoing
lockdown,
the
Bible
reading
material listed below is available.
Please contact Michael Merriman who
will be delighted to arrange copies of
any of the following “Our Daily Bread” Booklet
“Word For Today” Booklet
“Word For You Today” Booklet for
Young People.
Please contact Ian Aitken who will be
delighted to arrange copies of the
following “Every Day with Jesus” Booklet
Nurture Team

The Green Strollers
What strange times we
are living in at present.
Our walks together are not possible
right now but, hopefully, by the Spring
we will be meeting up and 'strolling'
once again.
I know from my rambles that some of
you are out and about walking and
enjoying exploring new haunts. I, for
one, have discovered 'secret' places
along the Water of Leith, which I never
knew existed. Perhaps in the Spring,
we can explore them together.
I would like to take this opportunity to
wish you all a very happy Festive
Season and look forward to strolling
once again in 2021.
Stay Safe!
Jeanette

“... from the beginning God chose you
to be saved through the
sanctifying work of the Spirit and
through belief in the truth.”
2 Thessalonians 2 v 13
I
have
received a
donation of
£14.00 to
the Mission. When I added to that my
own little blue tubs and money I had on
hold from lockdown I have been able to
send a cheque for £33.00 to the
Mission.
If anyone has a little blue tub that they
are wondering what to do with, contact
me and we could come to some
arrangement for picking it up.
Wishing everyone a Happy and Safe
Christmas.
Rita Brownlie

c

Wishing our Church family a
very Happy Christmas and a
peaceful and healthy 2021
From

Shirley Neill
Rita Morris and Peggy Fisher
Laura McVay

Heather Merriman
Isabel and Gordon Campbell

Alison, Alasdair, Euan and Eilidh Robertson

Wishing you all a SAFE and HAPPY
CHRISTMAS and good health in 2021.
Anne & Ronnie Moore

Wishing everyone a Happy and
Blessed Christmas and the hope that
lives will be back to normality in 2021
Love from
Ann and Malcolm Brown

Ian & Moira Aitken send Happy
Christmas thoughts to all our lovely
friends in J.G.P.C. God bless you with
love, joy, peace, & health at this special
season celebrating Jesus' birth, and
always.
John 1 v 5
The Committee of the Guild of
Friendship wish all members of the
group and our Manse family and all
members of our congregation a
Happy Christmas.

Wishing you all a happy Christmas
season.
Margaret Woodrow
Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year
With very best wishes from
Bill and Caroline McKenzie

Christmas Blessings to all we have
missed seeing in church during this sad
time
Pat and Jim Walker

Wishing you all a happy Christmas and
a safe and peaceful 2021.
Sheena and Bill Blair

Happy Christmas and best wishes for a
safe and happy 2021.
Liz & Andrew Watson

Wishing everyone a Peaceful
Christmas and Safe and Healthy 2021.
Kindest Regards.
Marjorie D Hope

To Jim, Jean and all the Church
family. Wishing everyone a Happy
Christmas and a Good New Year. We
have missed you. Keep Faith, keep
safe. From the small "bubble" that is
Beth Walker and Chris Blue.

THE BIG QUIZ, A TOY COLLECTION
AND A SALES TABLE
Over a week in November, we took part
in Tearfund’s Big Quiz Night, we
collected toys for the Salvation Army
and we sold cards and gifts for
Christmas.
18 people took part in the Big Quiz
Night, organised by Tearfund; the quiz
was won by the team of Jennifer and
Roger Candy, with a winning margin of
1 point, and we raised £295 for
Tearfund. The best question: “Vaseline
is the name in Argentina of which 1978
American musical romantic comedy
film?” The answer: Grease!!
th

Over 2 mornings, Friday 20 and
st
Saturday 21 November, Hall 3 was
open to collect toys for the Salvation
Army to take away and distribute
amongst families for Christmas. The
photo shows the amazing heap of
presents that you gave us, together
with £245 in cash. Thanks very much.
Karen Reid joined us for our service on
th
Sunday 29 to say “thank you” on
behalf of the Salvation Army.

called Soul Food in Edinburgh,
supporting people “dealing with the
challenges of homelessness, poverty or
loneliness.”
In addition to all of that, in the absence
of Shoeboxes Jean sent away
donations of £615 to Blythswood to
help out with their Shoebox appeal and
to send smiles to families in Eastern
Europe this Christmas.
Some of you also made individual
donations to these organisations for
their work at Christmas.
A huge “thank you” for all your support
with all of these initiatives; people will
be loved, cared for and supported by
your giving this Christmas.
Jim Dewar
If You Look For Me at Christmas“
Author Unknown.
If you look for me at Christmas,
you won’t need a special star.
I’m no longer just in Bethlehem,
I’m right there where you are.
You may not be aware of Me,
amid the celebrations.
You’ll have to look beyond the stores
and all the decorations.
But if you take a moment
from your list of things to do,
and listen to your heart, you’ll find
I’m waiting there for you.

At the same time, Jean was selling
cards and gifts in Hall 2. Over the same
4 hours, she sold £614 worth of goods,
money that will be used by a charity

You’re the one I want to be with,
you’re the reason that I came,
and you’ll find Me in the stillness
as I’m whispering your name.
Love Jesus

CHRISTIAN ACTION
Jim has already mentioned the
wonderful effort the congregation has
made over the last few weeks to try to
continue all the organisations we
normally work with at this time of year.
In addition to the sums of money which
were handed to me for sending off, and
goods mentioned for the Salvation
Army, I know that many of you sent off
your own donations. We, and the
organisations, thank you for your quiet
giving.
Christian Action in these times is more
important than ever...it just takes a
different form to that which we normally
think of. There are folk near each one
of us who are alone and lonely,
perhaps not having seen family since
March or had a hug; some folk who are
still shielding or being careful because
of health conditions; mums and dads
having to work from home with children
around all day and no space just to
draw breath; folk working at home with
no prospect of getting back to a
physical office for the foreseeable
future thus being denied face to face
contact, smiley faces and someone to
talk to; hungry families having to rely on
food banks; ill folk in hospital with no
visitors allowed; grieving folk unable to
meet with family and friends at a
funeral due to number limits and the list
goes on and on.
Now just stop and think for a moment of
all those folk. Those in eastern Europe
who rely on shoe boxes for soap and
toothpaste, those in poorer countries
who grieve or rely on aid, prisoners
who can’t see family visitors and so
many more situations and we might feel
overwhelmed ... what can I do? I can’t
do anything for everyone ... help!

STOP... draw breath, don't panic ... we
can all do things to make a small
difference to someone and that is all we
are asked to do in God's name and
one small act often snowballs and
leads to more. We can smile at folk we
meet, even behind a mask, and instead
of just saying hello and walking on
quickly at 2 m distance, stop for a
minute and ask how they are? We can’t
hug but we can ask and listen. We can
make an extra pot of soup or extra
cake, ring a doorbell and leave it for a
family or lonely neighbour. We can pick
up the phone and ask how others are
doing ... even take the chance to ring
those who are young and seem selfconfident and self-reliant ... they are not
really and would love to speak to
you. Take a bunch of flowers to
anyone nearby you can think of. Offer
to do shopping or make up a bag or a
few extra items for a treat for someone
or take it to the Salvation Army at
Gorgie for their food bank. Or if you
have ventured out for coffee, then pay
ahead for someone else to enjoy some.
Buy a bunch of flowers or box of
chocolates and give it to the checkout
person or the next person you meet
outside. Or wrap up warmly and meet
your neighbours at your own gates for a
cuppa and blether. Even those confined
to home can perform small random acts
of Christian kindness.
And pray...not great, long rambling
prayers but just commit situations
which are on your heart to God. He
knows and just commit it all to Him. WE
may not see the answers to our prayers
but God will work away quietly
answering in His own time and way,
perhaps through us, perhaps through
others. Remember we have hope and
these times WILL pass and in the
meantime we can do what we can to be

an agent of God in our own small area,
trying to fill any need we see.
Stay safe as you go with a smile and
with joy. Lift your eyes and your hearts
and God will bless the work of your
Christian Action.
Jean Dewar

GIRLGUIDING JUNIPER GREEN
Despite the current circumstances,
Girlguiding Juniper Green is continuing
to provide safe meeting spaces for our
Rainbows, 2 Brownie units and our
Guides.

The Rainbows
have
had
colourful activity
packs delivered
to their doors;
the
school
Brownies have
met outdoors in
the park and on
zoom;
the
church Brownies meet on zoom and so
do the Guides.
We have all continued to do badge
work and encouraged all our girls to be
kind and do what they can for others.

Special mention needs to be made of
sisters Charlotte and Rebecca who
have completed all 18 Brownie interest
badges. Rebecca is working towards
her Silver Brownie award and Charlotte
is a whisker away from her Gold
award. We send our congratulations to
them. Also, the Guides have recently
completed their Children in Need
challenge badge by doing 11 press ups
each day for 11 days raising money for
children in need and the UK Girlguiding
fund.
If anyone would like their daughters to
be part of any section of Girlguiding
Juniper Green then please use the
Girlguiding GO website to make an
equity or placing request.
Jean Dewar

LADIES BADMINTON
No badminton has taken
place in the last nine months,
but the ladies have continued to meet
through Zoom thanks to Linda Sharp
organising such meetings on every
second
Wednesday
morning.
Hopefully, we might be able to start
playing again next year in the Spring.
We are always looking for new
members and would welcome anyone
who would like to come along, when
normal service resumes, and join us on
Wednesdays between 10.00am and
12noon. We take this opportunity to
wish everyone all the very best at
Christmas and for the New Year.
Alison Buchanan

Greg
and
Babs
McIntosh whose
first
great grandchild,
a little girl, was born at
the beginning of September.
Bill and Sheena Blair whose first great
grandchild, Rowan Daisy Kennedy
th
was born on 16 November.

We would like to thank everyone for the
lovely cards and expressions of love
and good wishes we received for our
Diamond Wedding
Anniversary. You made a special day
for us extra special.
Gordon and Isabel

Mary
Russell
celebrated
her
birthday
on
November.

who
th
90
th
26

Malcolm
and
Ann
Brown who
celebrated their 75th birthdays on 18th
and 20th November respectively. We
also wish Malcolm and Ann many
happy years in their new home.

Robin
and
Rita
Brownlie who
celebrated
their
Silver
Wedding
Anniversary on 10th November

Gordon and Isabel Campbell who
celebrated their Diamond Wedding
Anniversary on 5th November
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FUNERALS
“I am Resurrection and the
life”
th

October 27
th
October 30
th
November 19
Cunningham
th
November 24

Mr Malcolm Finn
Mr Derek Morgan
Mrs Rosalind
Mr Ian Donaldson

WHO’S WHO
CONTACT

NAME

Minister
Session Clerk
Temporary Treasurer
Beadle
.Bereavement Care Team
Catering
Christian Action Team
Church Halls Cleaning Team
Church Secretary
Crèche
Flower Convener
Freewill Offering Administrator
Fresh Start Organiser
Garden Team Co-ordinator
Gift Aid Treasurer
Girlguiding District Commissioner
Green Strollers Walking Group

Rev James S Dewar
Martin Elliot
Douglas Buchanan
George Anderson
Jim Dewar
Sandy Watt
Jean Dewar
Elaine Wilson
Alison Robertson
Vacancy
Hilda McNeil
Lesley Grieve
Marjorie Hope
Jean Dewar
Vacancy
Jean Dewar
(Jeanette Campbell
(Beth Walker
Global Church Co-ordinator
Fiona Elliot
Guild of Friendship
Margaret Woodrow
Halls Convener
Alison Robertson
Kids’ Church
Vacancy
Ladies Badminton Club
Alison Buchanan
Leprosy Mission
Rita Brownlie
Magazine Distribution
Isabel Campbell
MSM
Martin Elliot
Nurture Team
Michael Merriman
Open Door Café & Toddlers’ Group
Inez Paisley
Organist and Choirmaster
Florence Kinnear
Prayer Team
Yvonne Hunter
Joint Property Conveners
(Alison Robertson
(John McKellar
Recordings of Church Service
Sandra Paulin
Roll Keeper
Isabel Campbell
Safeguarding
Maureen Heathwood
Youth Group
Alison Robertson
Church Office is open on Friday mornings 9.30 – 11.30am
Church Website: www.jgpc.org.uk,
Email: jgpc@supanet.com
Facebook – Juniper Green Parish Church

458 5147

