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2 Kings 2:1-12 
When the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven in a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their 
way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, ‘Stay here; the Lord has sent me to Bethel.’ But Elisha said, ‘As 
surely as the Lord lives and as you live, I will not leave you.’ So they went down to Bethel. 3 The company 
of the prophets at Bethel came out to Elisha and asked, ‘Do you know that the Lord is going to take 
your master from you today?’ ‘Yes, I know,’ Elisha replied, ‘so be quiet.’ 
4 Then Elijah said to him, ‘Stay here, Elisha; the Lord has sent me to Jericho.’ And he replied, ‘As surely 
as the Lord lives and as you live, I will not leave you.’ So they went to Jericho. 5 The company of the 
prophets at Jericho went up to Elisha and asked him, ‘Do you know that the Lord is going to take your 
master from you today?’ ‘Yes, I know,’ he replied, ‘so be quiet.’ 
6 Then Elijah said to him, ‘Stay here; the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.’ And he replied, ‘As surely as 
the Lord lives and as you live, I will not leave you.’ So the two of them walked on. 7 Fifty men from the 
company of the prophets went and stood at a distance, facing the place where Elijah and Elisha had 
stopped at the Jordan. 8 Elijah took his cloak, rolled it up and struck the water with it. The water divided 
to the right and to the left, and the two of them crossed over on dry ground.  
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, ‘Tell me, what can I do for you before I am taken from 
you?’ ‘Let me inherit a double portion of your spirit,’ Elisha replied. 10 ‘You have asked a difficult thing,’ 
Elijah said, ‘yet if you see me when I am taken from you, it will be yours – otherwise, it will not.’ 
11 As they were walking along and talking together, suddenly a chariot of fire and horses of fire 
appeared and separated the two of them, and Elijah went up to heaven in a whirlwind. 12 Elisha saw 
this and cried out, ‘My father! My father! The chariots and horsemen of Israel!’ And Elisha saw him no 
more. Then he took hold of his garment and tore it in two. 
 
The stories of people’s lives are fascinating. We meet people at a place and stage in life and get to 
know them as they are at that point in their story, but then discover that there is a whole story that 
goes before the point we meet them. Two examples stand out in my mind, both of them “little old 
ladies” by the time I met them (if you excuse the phrase, out in inverted commas because that would 
be how they would be seen!) but one of them had driven 40-ton trucks during the Second World War, 
and the other had been an electrician working on Stirling bombers during the war, crawling inside the 
wing spaces to make the electrics work! For both women, these were days on which they looked back 
with a great sense of adventure and achievement; when the war ended, of course, they had to give 
these jobs up to the men who came back from the war. Stories also work the other way round: we see 
some very successful people, flying high in the world of business, for example, but who have been 
through some dark days and bleak places, with lives scarred and shaped for ever by these difficult 
experiences, but you would never know to look at them! 
 
Today’s reading is perhaps a strange reading. I wonder what you make of it. It is the end part of the 
story of the Old Testament prophet Elijah and the passing on of the prophet-mantle to his assistant 
and successor Elisha. It is the story of Elijah being taken up into heaven, one of a few people in the 
Bible whose stories tell us that they didn’t die, but were taken into heaven by the power of God. Here, 
Elijah is taken into heaven “in a whirlwind” whilst surrounded by “a chariot of fire and horses of fire” 
(see verse 11) This is an extraordinary event, and one that probably leaves us with more questions 
than it answers. Apart from anything else, this is a great day for Elijah, a day when his life is touched 
by the glory of God, a glory he will now share forever.  
 



The whole reading builds up to this moment; it is full of anticipation as both Elijah and Elisha seem to 
know that something like this is about to happen. They travel around the country, in a roundabout 
way, from Gilgal visiting Bethel, and Jericho before arriving at the Jordan. In each place, Elijah tries to 
persuade Elisha to stay there and let Elijah go on alone; in each place they meet a group of prophets 
who tell Elisha that the Lord is going to take Elijah away; each time Elisha is determined to stay with 
his master to the very end. Finally, Elijah promises that Elisha will inherit the spirit if he witnesses 
Elijah’s departure. Elijah’s cloak falls when he is taken into heaven and Elisha picks up the “mantle” 
both literally and metaphorically; the miracle that Elijah performed by God’s power, parting the river, 
Elisha is also able to do, showing that the spirit that was in Elijah now lived in Elisha. 
 
We might say (and I nearly did!) that this is the end of the story of Elijah as far as the Bible is concerned, 
but we’d be wrong to say that. On another great day, Jesus is on top of the mountain with three of His 
friends and He is transformed. He becomes dazzlingly white and bright, in the event that we call the 
Transfiguration, Jesus’ glory being revealed for just a fleeting moment so that Peter, James and John 
could see something of who Jesus really is. God speaks and tells them that this is His Son, so they hear 
something special about Jesus as well. Then two other figures appear, talking with Jesus; Moses and 
Elijah are there to bear witness to Jesus. Moses and Elijah represent the whole witness of the Old 
Testament and here they are, telling the world that Jesus is the One who completes what came before.  
 
God is with Elijah in these great days. His story ends gloriously, but the story of Elijah is not all about 
glory-days. You can read it for yourself in 1 Kings 17-21; there isn’t really all that much of it, yet it is a 
crucial story in the life of God’s people. It is a battle for the soul of Israel: will the people follow the 
Lord (listening to Elijah) or will they follow the other so-called ‘gods’, the Baals (listening to Jezebel)? 
There are days when Elijah is strong and full of fight, seeming to win the battles; he speaks the Lord’s 
word to the king and the king describes him as “the troubler of Israel”. But there are also dark days, 
when he is tired, feeling alone, feeling that he has lost and that he has failed, days when God has to 
care for him and nurse him back and “the gentle whisper” reminds the prophet that God is there with 
him in the dark days too. 
 
If you were to draw a graph of your life, I would be very surprised if it were a flat, straight line. More 
likely, it would have bits when the line went to the top of the page, the high moments, the 
achievements and successes of your life, the moments of great joy and happiness, the days on which 
you look back with a smile on your face. But there will also be moments when the line plunges down 
to the bottom of the page, because there would be moments of deep sadness or pain, moments which 
are imprinted on our memories that leave us scarred, hurt by life or by other people. For each one of 
us, that graph would be different and the high points and low spots would be different, but for all of 
us this is what life is like. The eyes of faith see that in all of these moments, the moments we celebrate 
and the moments we look back on with regret – in all of these moments, God is there with us. Every 
step of the way, God was with Elijah, supporting him with grace and power. Every step of the way, in 
our lives, God is with us too, supporting us with the same grace and power. These are hard days for 
all of us, for different reasons, but God is with us whatever our circumstances and He will help us to 
come through to better days.  
 
Prayer: Father, we thank you for the life of Elijah, for the prophet who bravely spoke the truth to power, 
who stood up for his faith with resilience, who fought the battle for the soul of Israel with courage; we 
thank You that You were with him, helping him to stand firm. Thank You that You were with him when 
he was tired, alone and when his spirit was in a bleak place, restoring him, nursing him, caring for him. 



Lord, be with us in all our days, the good days and the hard days, the days when we celebrate and the 
days when our spirits are dark and bleak. 
 
Day by day, dear Lord of you 
Three things I pray: 
To see you more clearly, 
To love you more dearly, 
To follow you more nearly, 
Day by day. 
 
Please take time during the week to pray for the people referred to in these topics:  

 God give courage and resilience to all of us, to stand firm in our faith and to see that God is 
with us in all of our days. 

 For those whose calling it is to speak truth to power, to speak with wisdom and grace, and to 
stand firm in truth. 

 For people who have contracted Covid and are in hospital, that they make a good recovery; 
those NHS staff who are caring for them, under pressure by the numbers of people in hospital 
and trying to manage the care they provide. 

 For people who mourn because a loved one has died; help them to find comfort and peace. 
 For the roll-out of the vaccine to be efficient and effective, reaching the people who need it 

most; for those waiting for the letter; for the vaccine to make people safe, as promised. 
 For people who are isolated again by lockdown, spending time on their own again and feeling 

lonely; for people in care homes, again cut off from family and friends, and the staff who care 
for them. 

 For schools: pupils at home and some in schools; for families trying to manage their children 
and helping them to take part in learning however it is delivered; for teachers working in new 
ways and finding that very demanding. 

 For businesses that are shut: the pubs and hotels, hairdressers, and others; for those who own 
these businesses and it is their livelihood; for those who work and are again on furlough; for 
the gaps left in the social interaction of many people, adding to their sense of isolation. 

 For Churches, with buildings again closed; help them to care for all of their people; may the 
technology be a lifeline for lots of people; help churches across Scotland to be a light in their 
community and share the light of Jesus with others. 

 For people we know… 
 This week, take time to think about these words and pray them into your own heart: “For God did 

not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirt of power, of love and of self-discipline.” (2 Timothy 1:7) 
 
 
Here are some links to hymns you might know and love. 
Glory be to God the Father  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ikH8DfDADxc 
How deep the Father’s Love for us https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tzQj7XvKFmA 
Be still for the presence of the Lord Be Still For The Presence Of The Lord - Lyric Video - YouTube 
God beside    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xf8W6lTfwm8 
Lord for the years   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MkTrFQLy6js 
 
 
Remember the prayer e-mail line at prayerjgpc@gmail.com  
 
Some other resources: 
 Each Sunday at 10.30am, we will have a short time together using Zoom; a link has been sent out 

in the e-mail with this update which should enable you to join in. 



 This reflection is available on our own church website under the “sermons” tab and there is an 
archive of sermon material there for you to read and links to the video reflections – 
www.jgpc.org.uk  

 If you have a smartphone, a tablet or an i-pad, the Bible2020 app will give you a short bible reading 
each day (from the Scottish Bible Society) 

 Scripture Union daily bible readings can be found at 
https://content.scriptureunion.org.uk/wordlive  

 The Church of Scotland website has prayers and reflections from the Moderator and details of lots 
of on-line streamed church services - https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/  

 Claremont Church in East Kilbride are making services available over a phone line: here are the 
contact details which you can share with people who are not on line: Sunday Services @ 10:30 - 
same details every week 020 3937 2973;  PIN:  352 598 857#  

 
DAILY BIBLE STUDY MATERIALS - New issues of “Word For Today” and "Word For You Today" 
Booklets for February, March and April are now available. Please contact Michael Merriman who will 
be delighted to arrange copies. Other Bible Study materials are also available with Ian Aitken. Let the 
Bible feed you.



     Elijah and Elisha 

These resources are designed to help you explore the Bible as a family 
together at home while we can’t go to church.  Be as creative as you want 

to be and enjoy spending time with each other and with God.   

Prepare yourself… 
God, you can make ordinary things special, 
you can surprise us when we least expect 
it. 
Show us something more of who you are 
and how awesome your presence is. 
Help us to be open to encountering you in 
unexpected ways and forgive us for when 
we think we know all there is to know 
about you and your world.  
May we worship you today with joy and 
wonder. 
Amen. 

Read the Bible… 
Today’s verses are found in 2 Kings 2:1-12. You can read them in a Bible or find them here.  

You could try reading the verses in different versions to see if it adds to your understanding of 
the passage.   

This video tells the story well: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Faf-K4qe-W0 or you could 
try drawing pictures of the story as it’s read. 

Question… 
What has been your biggest “wow” 

moment in the past week? 

What about in your life? 

Challenge… 
In today’s story one man has to keep watching 

so he doesn’t miss what happens.  Have a 
staring competition with another person. The 
last one to blink or look away is the champion! 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Pray together… 
May God be your strength this week. 

May Jesus bless you in a new way. 
May the Holy Spirit bring a “wow” 
moment to celebrate and to share. 

Amen. 

Talk together… 
Elijah was a prophet of God and Elisha the man chosen by God to take over from him.  Elijah 
taught and trained Elisha until the day came when Elijah was taken into heaven. 
o Talk about a time you saw something unexpected. 
o How would you have felt if you had been there with Elijah and Elisha? 
o What miracles happen in today’s story?  What are the “wow” moments? 
o What did the prophets at Jordan see happen through Elisha?  What did this convince them 

of?  
o How did God ensure that his plans for his people continued beyond the life of Elijah? 
Elijah knew that the work he was doing was not his work but God’s work – he was simply the 
tool God was using at that time.  He knew that when he left earth the work would continue. 
o Who does God choose to be His voice and witnesses in the world today? 
o In what ways can we show to people who God is and what He’s like? 
 

Make something… 
Whirlwind in a jar. You’ll need: a clean, see-
through, empty, round jar with a lid (glass or 
plastic), water and washing up liquid. 
Fill the jar almost to the top with water.  Add a 
little squeeze of washing up liquid then put on 
the lid. Swirl the jar round in circles for 30 
seconds then stop and watch the whirlwind 
inside!  Once it’s stopped you can spin the jar 
again and another whirlwind will appear. 
You can also add a few drops of food colouring 
to the water too. 
How do you think it felt for Elijah to be taken 
away into heaven by a whirlwind?  What do you 
think it was like to watch? 

Play together… 
Over and under. You’ll need a coat or jumper. 

Stand in a line one behind the other.  The person 
at the front passes the coat over their head.  The 
person behind takes it and passes it under their 
legs. Keep passing it back alternating over and 
under until the coat reaches the person at the 

back.  They then run to the front of the line and 
start again.  The game continues until the 

original person is at the front again.  How fast 
can you do it? 

Praise 
together…
  
What a mighty God 
we serve 

I'm trusting you 

Do something… 
Go outside and cloud watch.  What can 

you see? Can you spot clouds that 
resemble things in the story? (whirlwind, 

chariot, robe etc.) 


