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Friends, 
 
We are beginning to see a 
light at the end of the Covid 

tunnel. The vaccine is being rolled out 
and the statistics show that it is making 
a real impact on the numbers of people 
being admitted to hospital. The 
politicians are announcing dates by 
which they hope that life will begin to 
come out of lockdown and something of 
a “normal” life will begin again. There 
have been so many twists and turns in 
this story that we will wait and see, but 
there is hope. 
 
I have been reading a little book called 
God and the Pandemic 
by Tom Wright. It is an 
interesting read as he 
thinks about the Bible’s 
approach to events like 
this. Some people have 
been trying to find out 
“what God is saying” 
through this event, but 
Tom Wright wants to take 
a more measured view. Christians in 
similar circumstances in Bible times 
asked three questions: “Who is going to 
be at special risk when this happens? 
What can we do to help? And who shall 
we send?” I like to think that this has, in 
some measure, been our response to 
Covid; we have tried (and sometimes 
failed) to help people at risk and asked, 
“what can we do?” Many of us have 
taken up the challenge to help others, 
but it has been a long haul and a 
demanding task. 
 
Wright imagines one of his readers 
asking the question, “Why does God 
not send a thunderbolt and put things 
right?” His reply is perhaps a bit of a 
surprise: “God does send thunderbolts 
– human ones. He sends the poor in 
spirit, the meek, the mourners, the 

peacemakers, the hungry-for-justice 
people. They are the way God wants to 
act in the world.” This quote reflects the 
values that Jesus teaches in the 
Beatitudes in Matthew 5:3-12. He says 
that these people will be the answer to 
his three questions and that God will 
work in and through people like this to 
make a difference in the world. 
 
The kingdom of God is the greatest 
enterprise in the world. It is a huge 
privilege to be part of that kingdom, as 
we are through faith in Jesus Christ. 
When we talk about “kingdom” we 
might expect that to mean a huge 
demonstration of power, of the 

“thunderbolt” variety, but 
God works in a very 
different way. The symbol 
of His kingdom is a cross, 
the place of humility and 
suffering; so the values of 
God’s kingdom are 
shaped by the cross. 
Easter is a time to reflect 
on these values and 

admire the way in which God changes 
the world through a suffering servant 
who dies and is raised. 
 
The biggest challenge for all of us in 
the days to come will be “how to be the 
right kind of people?” The poor in spirit 
are people who learn to depend not on 
their own abilities but on God’s grace; 
the meek are strong people who have 
learned to control that strength with 
humility; the mourners see that they 
have made mistakes; the peacemakers 
long to see an end to conflict wherever 
it is found; and the hungry-for-justice 
people want to treat others fairly and 
long to find salvation. People who live 
by these values have always changed 
the world, and we can do so again. May 
the world will be a better place in 2021. 
Jim  

“Let us not become 

weary in doing good, for 

at the proper time we 

will reap a harvest if we 

do not give up.” 

(Galatians 6:9) 



 
TREASURER’S  

REPORT 
 
 
 

Accounts for 2020: The Annual 
Report and Accounts for 2020 has 
been approved by the Trustees, 
independently examined, and is now 
available on the church website. If 
anyone would like to have a paper 
copy, please let me or the Church 
Secretary know, and we will arrange to 
give you one. Also, if you would like to 
know more about any aspect of the 
Accounts, please get in touch with me 
and I will be happy to give you more 
information.  
 
 

Summary of 2020 Accounts: 
Obviously, the Accounts were affected 
by the Covid-19 pandemic, particularly 
income as we were unable to have 
open plate collections on Sunday 
mornings or collect rental for the halls. 
A decrease over last year in our 
Offerings of £6,555, Gift Aid of £1,322 
and Hall Rent of £12,492 was the 
unfortunate result. Fortunately, the 
majority of offerings are given by bank 
standing order and we are particularly 
grateful to those who have joined this 
method of giving to the Church. Again, 
on the positive side, we received a late 
donation of £8,000 from two charitable 
Trusts for our request to help with 
Shaping the Future without which the 
Accounts would have been very much 
worse. We also withdrew £7,535 from 
the funds held on our behalf by the 
General Trustees to help pay for Fabric 
costs. The end result was a loss of 
£6,246 with an additional loss on our 
investments of £1,260 making it a loss 
of £7,506 for the year.  
 

Total Funds: The total funds held by 
the church as at 31 December 2020 are 
as follows: 
 
Held in cash and by Royal Bank        

 £ 33,005 
Held by C of S Investors Trust            

£ 50,300 
Sub Total                      £ 83,305 
Held by C of S General Trustees        

£ 85,590 
Total                            £168,895   
 
 

Budget for 2021: A 4.2% increase in 
Offerings is required to meet our 
estimated financial obligations this year 
and it is hoped that this can be 
achieved.   
 

Fundraising: Increasing the amount of 
church funds by fundraising is an 
essential way to make ends meet. It is 
hoped that in some way, additional 
funds may be achieved from 
fundraising but it will be difficult until our 
church and halls get back to where we 
were 18 months ago. We will all be 
looking forward to that time. 
 
R Douglas Buchanan 
Treasurer 
 

 
THE CHURCH BUILDING 

 
 

The Church building remains closed for 
services of worship. The Kirk Session 
applied for permission to open the 
building for the wedding as mentioned 
in Family News and that permission will 
allow us to open the building for 
services whenever we are allowed to 
do so and when the Kirk Session 
judges that it is safe to do so. 
 
Jim Dewar 



The Green Strollers 
 

It has been a quiet time 
for the Strollers, with 
group walking not 

permitted right now. However, I hope 
some of you have been enjoying 
getting back to childhood and 
'playing' in the snow.  I know I have! 
 

Monday 22nd February was a glorious 
sunny day and helped raise the 
mood.  It gave me hope that very soon 
we may be able to get together once 
again and enjoy the companionship 
that walking together gives us.  
 

Although we cannot be together, I know 
that many of you have been out walking 
locally and enjoying the freedom of the 
countryside. 
 

I look forward to strolling again with all 
of you in the future. 
 

Keep Safe! 
 

Jeanette Campbell 
 

 
 
There is light at the end of the 
tunnel...there is hope of new 
days...God is good and gracious. 
Jean Dewar 

BIBLE READING 
 
Regularly reading the Bible is 

an essential part of anyone’s 
journey of Faith, reflecting daily on 
God’s Word. 
 
During the ongoing lockdown, the Bible 
reading material listed below is 
available. Please contact Michael 
Merriman who will be delighted to 
arrange copies of any of the following - 
 
“Our Daily Bread” Booklet 
“Word For Today” Booklet 
“Word For You Today” Booklet for 
Young People. 
 
Please contact Ian Aitken who will be 
delighted to arrange copies of the 
following 
 
“Every Day with Jesus” Booklet 
 
 
Nurture Team 
 

".. that you may live worthy of the 
Lord...growing into the knowledge of 

God"... 
 

Colossians 1 v 1 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EASTER SERVICES 
 

Last year, lockdown hit us about 3 
weeks before Easter, so everything we 
had planned simply was stopped. I 
tipped 2500 Easter cards in the 
recycling bin because we had nowhere 
to put them; Holy Week services were 
simply cancelled. Appropriately, our 
first ever service on Zoom was held on 
Easter Sunday; I say “appropriately” 
because it did feel as if we were rising 
out of the ashes, bringing new life to 
the congregation after a few weeks with 
no meeting, no opportunity to be 
together for worship. 
 

This year we have 3 events over 
Easter, all of them on Zoom and you 
will find the link elsewhere in Church 
News. Do come and join in. 
 

Maundy Thursday Communion – we 
have held a few communion services 
on Zoom; you have to bring your own 
bread and wine, juice or water, so there 
is something different about 
Communion done in this way. However, 
it does give us the opportunity to turn 
our minds again to Jesus and what He 
did for us on the cross. Maundy 
Thursday is the night before Jesus 
died, the night He celebrated Passover 
with His friends, and our communion 

service on that evening will carry some 
of these reminders with it. 
 

Good Friday Service – this will be a 
joint service together with people from 
Balerno Parish Church and Currie Kirk, 
their ministers also taking part. The 
service will reflect the story of Good 
Friday and the death of Jesus, as we 
humbly reflect on what Jesus did for us 
on the cross. 
 

Easter Sunday is the day of 
resurrection and our morning service 
will have something for all ages as we 
celebrate Jesus’ rising again from the 
dead. Because of the resurrection, 
Jesus is the Saviour of the world for 
ever and He is able to save us 
completely. 
 

Do come and join us in any or all of 
these Services; they will reflect the 
different moods of Holy Week and we 
hope will deepen our appreciation of 
Jesus and what He did, and strengthen 
our faith in Him. 
 

Jim Dewar 
 
 

EASTER ACTIVITY 
BAGS 

 

At the time of writing, the 
planning of Easter 
Activity bags for families 

is in the early stages of planning. Last 
Easter we gave out 80 bags, with 
another 100 at Christmas time, and 
parents and children together seem to 
have appreciated the gift and loved the 
activities. If you would like one (or 
more) for children or grandchildren, 
then do let me know, or watch out for 
the adverts in our updates, on the 
Facebook page, or on the website. 

 

Jim Dewar 



 

The Future of the Churches in 
Edinburgh 

 

Last year, Edinburgh Presbytery began 
the process of drawing up a plan for the 
future of the Church of Scotland 
churches in the city. The headline 
theme of this plan is to try to make the 
churches more effective in our mission 
to the communities that we serve within 
the city, but it is also being shaped by 
the resources available to the church. 
The Church of Scotland Trustees have 
embarked on a Radical Action Plan, for 
both the central church and the 
congregations of the church, aware that 
the amount of money available to the 
church is shrinking and that the number 
of ministers available across the church 
is falling fast. 
 

For the past couple of months, Juniper 
Green has been taking part in 
conversations with the ministers of 
Balerno and Currie, together with 3 
elders from each congregation, trying to 
explore what the future might look like 
in our congregations, as and when the 
number of ministers serving in this area 
is reduced. There is no threat to the 
existence of the congregation, but the 

way in which leadership is provided to 
the congregation will change. 
 

There are a number of options that we 
are trying to explore. It is too early to 
describe these options here, but the 
representatives of the Juniper Green 
Kirk Session in these congregations are 
mindful of our responsibilities to do 
what is best for our congregation. 
Please pray for this process and for the 
people who are involved in these 
conversations on behalf of Juniper 
Green: Martin Elliot, Alison Robertson 
and Sarah Rhynas, along with me.  
 

This process will take time to work its 
way through, but there will be changes 
to the leadership of the congregation. 
We pray for God to guide and lead us 
through a time of uncertainty and 
change, trusting that He will be with us 
in all of this. 
 

Jim Dewar 
 

 
THE WRITTEN 

UPDATE 
 
During the Covid 
times we have 

been fortunate to have an e-mail 
contact list that has more than 150 
people in it. However, we know that 
some of you don’t have e-mail 
addresses or do computers, so since 
Christmas we have twice sent out a 
written update as a letter, posted in the 
mail. This is an attempt to keep in 
contact with everyone, and I’m sorry 
that it has taken us so long to get to the 
point of doing this. I hope that these 
written updates are well-received and 
that you feel the benefit of getting this 
letter. If you have any comments to 
make, then please let me know. 
Jim Dewar  



 
 
 
 
 

FUNERALS 
“I am Resurrection and the 

life” 
 

January 22
nd

  Mrs Betty Wilson 
January 27

th
  Mrs Catherine Smith 

January 28
th
  Mrs Wilma Macleod 

February 3
rd

  Mrs Helen Tabor 
February 12

th
  Mrs Doris Aitken 

 

 
 

 
WEDDING 

“Love never fails.” 
 
 

February 4
th
  Mr Hamish Gray to Mrs 

Catherine McCabe 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Emma Gilbertson who 

celebrated her 
95th

 
birthday on 3rd 
February. 

 
Margaret Woodrow who celebrated 
her 70th birthday on 6th February. 

 
Peter Bruce who will celebrate his 90th 

birthday on 11th April. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
EASTER EVENTS 

 
Thursday 1

st
 April: Maundy Thursday 

Communion Service at 7pm 
 
Friday 2

nd
 April : Good Friday Service 

at 7pm, with Balerno and Currie 
Churches. 
 
Sunday 4

th
 April: All-age Easter 

Service 
 
All of these Services will take place on 
Zoom; here is the link, the same one for 
all of the Services. It will also be 
available on the Church website. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8959744077
8?pwd=OWR2ZlM2S3V0eTlwU1I2Ymx
Gc3I1dz09  
 
We will be sending out Easter Cards 
throughout the parish, using a leaflet 
delivery company; look out for them. 
They will have the same image as on 
the front cover of Church News and will 
be an invitation to everyone in our 
community to join in Easter. 

 
 
  

Family News The Noticeboard 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89597440778?pwd=OWR2ZlM2S3V0eTlwU1I2YmxGc3I1dz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89597440778?pwd=OWR2ZlM2S3V0eTlwU1I2YmxGc3I1dz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89597440778?pwd=OWR2ZlM2S3V0eTlwU1I2YmxGc3I1dz09
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WHO’S  WHO 
 

CONTACT    NAME      
 
Minister    Rev James S Dewar   
Session Clerk    Martin Elliot    
Temporary Treasurer   Douglas Buchanan   
Beadle     George Anderson   
Bereavement Care Team  Jim Dewar    
Catering    Sandy Watt    
Christian Action Team   Jean Dewar    
Church Halls Cleaning Team  Elaine Wilson    
Church Secretary   Alison Robertson         
Crèche     Vacancy   
Flower Convener   Hilda McNeil    
Freewill Offering Administrator  Lesley Grieve    
Fresh Start Organiser   Marjorie Hope    
Garden Team Co-ordinator  Jean Dewar     
Gift Aid Treasurer   Vacancy 
Girlguiding District Commissioner Jean Dewar     
Green Strollers Walking Group  (Jeanette Campbell      
     (Beth Walker   
Global Church Co-ordinator  Fiona Elliot    
Guild of Friendship    Margaret Woodrow   
Halls Convener    Alison Robertson         
Kids’ Church    Vacancy  
Ladies Badminton Club   Alison Buchanan   
Leprosy Mission   Rita Brownlie   
Magazine Distribution   Isabel Campbell    
MSM     Martin Elliot    
Nurture Team    Michael Merriman   
Open Door Café & Toddlers’ Group Inez Paisley   
Organist and Choirmaster  Florence Kinnear   
Prayer Team    Yvonne Hunter    
Joint Property Conveners  (Alison Robertson         

(John McKellar    
Recordings of Church Service  Sandra Paulin     
Roll Keeper    Isabel Campbell    
Safeguarding    Vacancy   
Youth Group    Alison Robertson        
Church Office is open on Friday mornings 9.30 – 11.30am   458 5147 

 
Church Website: www.jgpc.org.uk, 

Email: jgpc@supanet.com 

Facebook – Juniper Green Parish Church 


