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John 17:6-19 
‘I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave them to 
me and they have obeyed your word. 7 Now they know that everything you have given me comes from 
you. 8 For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them. They knew with certainty that 
I came from you, and they believed that you sent me. 9 I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, 
but for those you have given me, for they are yours. 10 All I have is yours, and all you have is mine. And 
glory has come to me through them. 11 I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the 
world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name, the name you 
gave me, so that they may be one as we are one. 12 While I was with them, I protected them and kept 
them safe by that name you gave me. None has been lost except the one doomed to destruction so 
that Scripture would be fulfilled. 
13 ‘I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that they may have 
the full measure of my joy within them. 14 I have given them your word and the world has hated them, 
for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world. 15 My prayer is not that you take them 
out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, even as I 
am not of it. 17 Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, I have 
sent them into the world. 19 For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified. 
 
Prayer is at the heart of Church life. For the last 20 years, we have described prayer as a core task of 
the Church in Juniper Green. We have a Prayer Team who produce a prayer focus once a month to 
help you engage with prayer in the life of the church. The prayer e-mail group gives valuable support 
to people in times when they feel the need of some more support. Yet, prayer is an activity that lots 
of people find it hard to engage with. For many, their only exposure to prayer is to listen along to the 
minister’s prayers as part of Sunday worship and join in with the words of the Lord’s Prayer; the 
thought of spending time on their own in prayer, talking with God, is just too difficult for them to 
contemplate. The prayer times that we arrange as part of church life are generally the most poorly 
attended of all our events – and that’s not just true of Juniper Green but is true generally right across 
the church.  
 
Prayer is the easiest activity in the world to engage in. Forget about the notion of “getting the words 
right” and consider prayer as a conversation with your friend. You thank your friend for his support 
and help and you tell your friend what’s on your mind. That’s it! There really isn’t any more to it than 
that! You don’t even need to use words, but simply say “help”! If you’re looking for guarantees that 
life will be always sweet and nice when you pray, then you’ll be disappointed, but if you’re looking for 
someone to listen to you and bring grace to your spirit to help you with life in a nasty world, then 
that’s exactly what God will do. 
 
Jesus prays for us. That’s the big theme of John 17. It is quite a complicated passage in some ways; 
there are lots of bits and pieces to it, but the big theme of the piece is that Jesus prays for us. That in 
itself is a huge thing. It all takes place on the night before Jesus died and He spends time in prayer with 
His disciples listening in. Jesus prays that He Himself will have the strength to complete His mission 
and so bring glory to God. Then He prays for His disciples in the piece that is printed at the top of the 
Update today. Finally, he prays for all of us, for those who will believe in the days to come, for His 
Church. Jesus prays for us; He speaks to His Father for us and about us; there is something uplifting 
about that theme in itself without going any further, or any deeper.  
 



Jesus prays for us in several ways. First of all, He prays that we may be protected. “Holy Father, protect 
them by the power of Your name” (verse 11) Jesus knows that the world will be a dangerous place for 
His friends, that they will face real conflict and that life will be full of dilemmas; so He prays that His 
Father will protect His friends in the world. He doesn’t pray that we’ll be protected from the world, 
but that we will be protected in the world. Being a Christian is not an escape pod, that takes us away 
from reality, but is a life with Jesus in the world where there are things that hurt, that make us 
question, that trouble us. The biggest danger that we face is the loss of our connection with God, but 
it is here that Jesus prays most for us: the “Name” of God is more than just a label; the name stands 
for everything that God is, all of His power, all of His love, all of His grace – all that God is comes to 
bear on our situation and we are protected by everything that God is. In the midst of the conflict, 
danger and trouble of life in the world, Jesus prays that God will protect us. 
 
He prays for our unity as His friends. “… so that they may be one as we are one.” (verse 11) This is part 
of the “protection” for which Jesus prays. One of the biggest dangers for the Church is a sense of 
disunity, with disharmony breaking out in Church life. There is nothing more designed to spoil the 
mission of the Church than the people of the Church at each other’s throats. Jesus prays that we will 
have a sense of unity and being together; in our divided world there is a powerful witness from the 
church when we can demonstrate what it means to love one another, to care for and to support one 
another despite our differences. In a divided world, tarnished by conflict, Jesus prays that His friends 
may be one. 
 
Jesus prays that we will be more like Him. “Sanctify them by the truth; Your word is truth” (verse 17) 
Jesus is the great role-model for our lives, the perfect human being, the Holy One of God who has 
come into the world. He prays for us to become more and more like Him. Our character is to be shaped 
by Jesus’ character; our attitudes are to be shaped by His attitudes; the way we speak is to be shaped 
by His grace and compassion; we are to behave like the way Jesus behaved. As we read about Him in 
the Bible, God goes to work on us to make us more and more like Jesus. This is what Jesus describes 
as becoming “holy”, a people dedicated to being the people that God wants us to be. 10 or more years 
ago there was a fashion for wearing bracelets and one of these had the letters WWJD on it: “What 
would Jesus do?” It was designed to remind us that our life should be shaped by Jesus’ life. Jesus prays 
for us that we become more and more like Him. 
 
There is a challenge here and a delight! The challenge for us is to pray for ourselves in the way that 
Jesus prays for us. I said earlier that prayer is easy and it is; here are three topics for our prayers, three 
heart’s desires: to ask God to protect us in the world, to ask God to help us love and live at peace with 
our fellow-Christians, to ask God to help us become more and more like Jesus. Can you do that? Is 
there something here that we want for ourselves? That’s a big challenge, but it is not beyond us; it is 
quite simple to do it, but it is life-enhancing in a big way. The delight: Jesus prays for us in exactly the 
same ways. Our names are in Jesus’ mind and He prays that God will protect us, that God will help us 
be united together, and that God will make us more like Jesus. Jesus knows what we need, and He 
prays for us because He loves us and cares for us. That is such a delight for us; it lifts our spirits; it gives 
us courage, to know that Jesus prays for us. 
 
Prayer: Father, thank You that Jesus loves us and cares for us enough to pray for us; thank You that He 
knows each one of us by name and knows what we need, and He prays for us. Thank You that He prays 
that You will protect us; that You will help us to live in peace with each other; that You will help us to 
become more and more like Jesus. Help us to pray these prayers too. Lord, teach us to pray. Inspire us 
to pray. 



Day by day, dear Lord of you 
Three things I pray: 
To see you more clearly, 
To love you more dearly, 
To follow you more nearly, 
Day by day. 
 
Please take time during the week to pray for the people referred to in these topics:  

 For the TryPraying campaign, helping people to understand what prayer is and to know what 
God is like; for the booklets outside our church building and for those who have taken one of 
the booklets in the last 12 months. 

 For people who want to pray, but struggle to find the way; for those who tried it once, but it 
didn’t work; for those who long to find faith, but are not sure how to begin. Lord, guide them 
and lead them in the way to Jesus. 

 For people who have contracted Covid and are in hospital, that they make a good recovery; 
those NHS staff who are caring for them. 

 For people who mourn because a loved one has died; help them to find comfort and peace; 
for the process of grief that goes on and those who feel the effects of lockdown on their 
deepest emotions and feelings of loss. 

 For the continued roll-out of the vaccine to be efficient and effective, reaching the people who 
need it most; for the vaccine to make people safe, as promised. 

 For the opening-up of things after lockdown; more businesses opening on May 17th and travel 
becoming less restricted; continue to pray for safety and for good health for the population, 
that there will be no more spikes in the virus and that people will behave responsibly. 

 For people who are still isolating, still spending time on their own again and feeling afraid; for 
people in care homes, beginning to meet family again, and the staff who care for them. 

 For schools: pupils and teachers back full-time; for pupils back in the rhythm and routine of 
school; for teachers who are trying to manage classes as well as teach and catch up with lost 
work. 

 For communities and businesses: the pubs and hotels and others preparing to open further 
this week; for those who own these businesses and it is their livelihood; for those who work 
and are still on furlough; for the gaps left in the social interaction of many people, adding to 
their sense of isolation. 

 For the work of Christian Aid across the world; for people like Rose, struggling to find a reliable 
source of water on which her life would depend; for others affected by climate change in other 
ways. May our giving make the work of Christian Aid more effective. 

 For Churches, some buildings open and some still closed; help them to care for all of their 
people; may the technology be a lifeline for lots of people; help churches across Scotland to 
be a light in their community and share the light of Jesus with others. 

 For people we know… 
 This week, take time to think about these words and pray them into your own heart: “Hear, O 

Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your strength.” (Deuteronomy 6:4,5) 

 
Here are some links to hymns you might know and love. 
All creatures of our God and King https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MUZD0hgtSgE 
And can it be    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sQeIGbKqiw8 
I wait for you (Psalm 130) I Will Wait for You (Psalm 130) (Official Lyric Video) - Keith & Kristyn 
Getty - YouTube 
In heavenly love abiding  In Heavenly Love Abiding [with lyrics for congregations] - YouTube 
Will your anchor hold   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PTfypuXwrMA 



 
Remember the prayer e-mail line at prayerjgpc@gmail.com  
 
Some other resources: 
 Each Sunday at 10.30am, we will have a short time together using Zoom; a link has been sent out 

in the e-mail with this update which should enable you to join in. 
 This reflection is available on our own church website under the “sermons” tab and there is an 

archive of sermon material there for you to read and links to the video reflections – 
www.jgpc.org.uk  

 If you have a smartphone, a tablet or an i-pad, the Bible2020 app will give you a short bible reading 
each day (from the Scottish Bible Society) 

 Scripture Union daily bible readings can be found at 
https://content.scriptureunion.org.uk/wordlive  

 The Church of Scotland website has prayers and reflections from the Moderator and details of lots 
of on-line streamed church services - https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/  

 Claremont Church in East Kilbride are making services available over a phone line: here are the 
contact details which you can share with people who are not on line: Sunday Services @ 10:30 - 
same details every week 020 3937 2973;  PIN:  352 598 857#  

 
DAILY BIBLE STUDY MATERIALS - NEW ISSUES. The next issue of “EVERY DAY WITH JESUS” Booklet 
for May and June 2021 is now available. If you desire a copy please contact Ian Aitken. 
Also, available is the next issue of the “WORD FOR TODAY” Booklet and “WORD FOR YOU TODAY" 
Booklet for Young People for May, June, and July 2021. If you desire a copy, please contact Michael 
Merriman. 
Let the Bible feed you. 
 
Christian Aid Week has taken place this week; if you would still like to donate to Christian Aid, then 
you can give through the Christian Aid website: Christian Aid Week  or, there are some paper 
envelopes in the box outside the front of the Church and in Molly’s Deli; put some money in an 
envelope and give it to the Minister and we will pass them on. Don’t forget Gift Aid if you pay tax. 

The focus on Christian Aid week 2021 is the climate crisis: 
This climate crisis hurts us all. But people living in poverty fight the worst of it every day. From drought 
to flooding, climate change robs people of control over their lives. Extreme weather means people 
like Rose are struggling to survive without a reliable source of water. Your gift could help a community 
build an earth dam, so when the rains do come, they will have the water they need to live. A reliable 
source of water will help families withstand long drought or relentless rainstorms.  
Every envelope. Every gift. Every challenge can change lives. 
Here is the link to Rose’s story: Christian Aid Week Rose&#039;s Story - Christian Aid 

 



      The potential of prayer 

These resources are designed to help you explore the Bible as a family 
together at home while we can’t go to church.  Be as creative as you want 

to be and enjoy spending time with each other and with God.   

Prepare yourself… 
God of yesterday, tomorrow and today, 
we are children of the world you love and care 
for. 
We praise you, heavenly Father, 
for calling us into relationship with you. 
We praise you, Lord Jesus, 
for the power of your name and the protection 
of your prayers. 
We praise you, Holy Spirit, 
for your guidance and gifts that enable us to 
draw others to you. 
For you are faithful in times of uncertainty, 
strong when we are weak, 
and the breath of all our being, 
the energy of all our doing and the peace of all 
our resting. 
Amen. 

Read the Bible… 
Today’s verses are found in John 17:6-19.  You can read them in a Bible or find them here. 
These words were spoken by Jesus not long before he was arrested. He knew what was going 
to happen to him, and to his disciples, and so Jesus talks to God about his concern for his 
followers, asking for God to protect them. 
Here’s a video which includes today’s Bible verses: Jesus prays - Saddleback Kids  

 

Question… 
How many forms of communication can 

you think of? 

What is your favourite way to 
communicate with someone? 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Pray together… 
There are many ways to pray and what one person finds 
helpful, another may not. Throughout this week explore 
different ways of praying together and on your own. 
Here’s some ideas to get you started: 
Prayer wall 
Cut out lots of rectangles from paper or card to be used 
as ‘bricks’. Draw or write a prayer on your bricks then use 
blutac or masking tape to attach them onto a wall.  
Prayer walk 
Walk around your local area and use what you see to 
pray. Be thankful, pray for needs, ask for blessings. 
Sing 
Put on some worship music and sing along. Use the lyrics 
as your prayer to God. 
Write/draw/paint 
Use your creativity to write/draw/paint or otherwise 
artistically pray. 
Mealtimes 
Pray before you eat a meal. You could say one or sing 
one. Here are a few to try: Sung prayers 
Be still 
Find a quiet place to sit and be silent and still for a few 
minutes.  
Paper chain prayers 
Write prayers on strips of paper and create a paper 
chain. You can add to it throughout the week. 

Talk together… 
o What does it feel like when you don’t know how things will turn out? 
o The disciples were facing an uncertain time. How do you think they felt about the prayer 

Jesus prayed for them?  
o Has anyone ever prayed for you? 
o Jesus wasn’t only praying for the disciples who were with him, he’s praying for us too. How 

does it feel to know Jesus is praying for you? 
o Jesus asks God to protect the disciples, why do you think they need protection? 
o What is prayer? How would you describe it to someone? 
o Why do we pray? Do you think prayer makes a difference, why/why not? 
o Can you tell of a time when you’ve known or seen an answer to prayer? 
o Imagine you’re sitting on a bench with Jesus. What would you like him to pray for you? What 

might he say to encourage you? 

Play together… 
Read John 17:13. Jesus prayed that 
his followers would know joy while 

living in this world. 
Pick a game or activity that brings 
your family joy and do it together. 
Remember that God is with us in 
all circumstances, including the 

moments of joy! 

Praise together… 

 Great is Thy faithfulness 

Prayer is like a telephone 

When we pray 

I will pray 


