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Acts 2:1-21 
When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like the 
blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 They 
saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4 All of them 
were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. … 
14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: ‘Fellow Jews and all 
of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say. 15 These people 
are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in the morning! 16 No, this is what was spoken by the 
prophet Joel: 
17 ‘“In the last days, God says, 
    I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 
Your sons and daughters will prophesy, 
    your young men will see visions, 
    your old men will dream dreams. 
18 Even on my servants, both men and women, 
    I will pour out my Spirit in those days, 
    and they will prophesy. 
19 I will show wonders in the heavens above 
    and signs on the earth below, 
    blood and fire and billows of smoke. 
20 The sun will be turned to darkness 
    and the moon to blood 
    before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord. 
21 And everyone who calls 
    on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 
 
Today is the Day of Pentecost. It is a significant day in the story of the Christian faith and in the life of 
the Christian church; some would even describe today as the “birthday” of the Church. In the Old 
Testament, the feast of Pentecost was harvest thanksgiving time and by the time of our reading today, 
was still one of the great feast of the Jewish calendar; so there is a crowd of people in Jerusalem to 
mark this great religious feast, a crowd that has come from across the known world to celebrate 
harvest in the temple. In the Christian story, Pentecost takes on a quite different significance: it is the 
day when God poured out His Spirit on Jesus’ disciples, described as “a sound like the blowing of a 
violent wind… they saw what seemed to be tongues of fire... they began to speak in other tongues”. 
We understand this as God giving His Spirit to the disciples so that they will be able to live by faith, 
follow Jesus, and do the work of mission that Jesus had called them to do before He left. We mark the 
day of Pentecost each year, 50 days after Easter, and we celebrate the gift of God’s Spirit to us. 
 
We sometimes struggle to understand the very notion of “Spirit”. We can grasp something of God 
because the Bible uses words like “Father” to help us understand what God is like. Jesus is God in 
human flesh and blood, so we can almost “see” Him in our minds’ eye and people have drawn pictures 
of Him, so we understand Jesus, even if we struggle to understand how he can be both God and human 
at the same time. The Spirit is much harder for us to describe. Until not so very long ago, the Bible 
language we used described the Spirit as “the Holy Ghost” and we’re not sure that we like ghosts; the 
word carried entirely the wrong idea of God the Spirit. The Spirit is the invisible presence of God in us, 
and around us; the Spirit connects the events of 2000 years ago, in the life, death and resurrection of 



Jesus, and makes them become real for us as events for us to believe and be saved. He is not a ghost 
to scare us, but the presence of God to help us, guide us and give us strength to live by faith, follow 
Jesus and serve Jesus in the world. 
 
The Day of Pentecost is God keeping His promise. The second part of our reading today is the beginning 
of Peter’s sermon to the crowd. Those who are watching are wondering what is happening; there are 
some unusual sights and sounds, of which they are trying to make sense. Peter sets out to explain to 
them what is happening. His theme – God is keeping His promise. God has given His Spirit to the 
disciples of Jesus and that is the fulfilment of a long-term promise to pour out His Spirit on His people. 
Peter starts in a rather obscure part of the Old Testament, the prophecy of Joel and quotes some 
words from Joel chapter 2. We’re not quite sure when Joel exercised his ministry as a prophet, but 
somewhere between 500 and 800 years before, he had spoken the words that make up verses 14-17 
of Acts chapter 2. Peter says to the crowd “this is that!” – this thing that you see in front of you today 
is the fulfilment of that old prophecy; here is God keeping His promise. 
 
Joel’s prophecy was originally made as part of a rebuilding of the people of Israel after a crisis featuring 
a plague of locusts. God promises to pour out His Spirit on the people to rebuild their faith and to 
rebuild their sense of community, being the people of God. Peter tells the crowd that on the Day of 
Pentecost these old words find their complete fulfilment because God has poured His Spirit out on His 
people so that they will know God, that will be able to call on the Lord and be saved, and they will be 
able to tell the world what God has done. In the rest of his sermon, Peter will tell the crowd what God 
has done in Jesus, how Jesus was crucified and that God raised Him from the dead and that Jesus is 
the Saviour for the whole world. “Let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you 
crucified, both Lord and Christ.” (verse 36) The work of the Spirit is to draw people to Jesus in faith so 
that we might know God’s salvation on our lives. 
 
This is not just an old promise from hundreds of years before. Pentecost is also the fulfilment of Jesus’ 
promises to His disciples.  “Unless I go away, the counsellor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send 
him to you.” (John 16:7) The Spirit is promised by Jesus to His friends, and the Spirit will carry on the 
work that Jesus has begun. The disciples are waiting, just as Jesus told them, till the time came for His 
promise to come true. On Pentecost, the waiting is over. The Spirit will do what Jesus has been doing: 
Jesus was teaching His friends about God’s kingdom and the Spirit will continue to teach them; Jesus 
has been supporting His friends when life was tough and the Spirit will continue to support them and 
help them in the days to come; Jesus has talked to His friends about the need for them to trust Him 
and believe and the Spirit continues to inspire us to live life by faith.  
 
The crowd on the Day of Pentecost couldn’t see the Spirit; He is invisible. They did see the effects of 
His presence – a sound like a violent wind, what looked like tongues of fire and people speaking in 
different languages. We can’t see the Spirit today because He is still invisible, but the Bible talks about 
the “Fruit of the Spirit”, the impact He makes on our lives. In Galatians chapter 5, Paul lists 9 qualities 
that are the impact of the Spirit’s presence in our lives: “the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control” (Galatians 5:22,23) This is the 
way by which the Spirit makes an impact on our lives, by creating these qualities in our lives and by 
helping us grow more and more loving, patient and kind. The Spirit lives in all of us who believe, 
whether we know it or not; our prayer should be for God to fill us afresh with His Spirit so that we may 
be inspired every day to renew our faith in Jesus and that our faith may grow stronger and deeper. 
Pray for God to pour our His Spirit on the Church over and over again that the Church may be revived 
and be inspired to continue in our Jesus-given mission to tell the whole world about Him. 



 
Prayer: Father, we thank You for the Day of Pentecost and for the pouring out of Your Spirit on the 
friends of Jesus; thank You that You kept Your old promises and the new promises of Jesus, to give Your 
Spirit to Your Church. Thank You that Your Spirit continues to do for us what Jesus did for the disciples, 
teaching us, guiding us, giving us strength, and most of all inspiring us to believe in the Lord Jesus as 
our Saviour and Lord. Fill us afresh with Your Spirit so that we may walk with Jesus and be the kind of 
people You want us to be, full of love, patience and kindness. 
 
Day by day, dear Lord of you 
Three things I pray: 
To see you more clearly, 
To love you more dearly, 
To follow you more nearly, 
Day by day. 
 
Please take time during the week to pray for the people referred to in these topics:  

 For the Church in Scotland to be refreshed by the Spirit, with new inspiration, new energy, 
new insight, a new sense of mission, to glorify God and draw people to Jesus. 

 For Church leaders who are tired and weary with all that Covid has placed on them; looking 
for inspiration, trying to discern what comes next, looking to support the people of the church; 
for the Spirit to refresh them and give them peace. 

 For people who have contracted Covid and are in hospital, that they make a good recovery; 
those NHS staff who are caring for them. 

 For people who mourn because a loved one has died; help them to find comfort and peace; 
for the process of grief that goes on and those who feel the effects of lockdown on their 
deepest emotions and feelings of loss. 

 For the continued roll-out of the vaccine to be efficient and effective, reaching the people who 
need it most; for the vaccine to make people safe, as promised. 

 For the opening-up of things after lockdown; more businesses opened last week and travel is 
becoming less restricted; continue to pray for safety and for good health for the population, 
for the people of Glasgow, Moray, East Renfrew and Midlothian, as cases spike; let these 
spikes be brought under control and that people will behave responsibly. 

 For people who are still isolating, still spending time on their own again and feeling afraid; for 
people in care homes, beginning to meet family again, and the staff who care for them. 

 For schools: pupils and teachers back full-time; for pupils back in the rhythm and routine of 
school; for teachers who are trying to manage classes as well as teach and catch up with lost 
work. 

 For communities and businesses: the pubs and hotels and others preparing to open further 
this week; for those who own these businesses and it is their livelihood; for those who work 
and are still on furlough; for the gaps left in the social interaction of many people, adding to 
their sense of isolation. 

 For Churches, some buildings open and some still closed; help them to care for all of their 
people; may the technology be a lifeline for lots of people; help churches across Scotland to 
be a light in their community and share the light of Jesus with others. 

 For Juniper Green Church, holding in-person services in the church building and services on 
Zoom for the next 4 weeks, that people will find grace in worship however they take part; help 
us to do everything wisely, safely and well. 

 For people we know… 
 This week, take time to think about these words and pray them into your own heart: “I will ask 

the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with you for ever –  the Spirit 



of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know 
him, for he lives with you and will be in you.” (Jesus in John 14:16,17) 

 
Here are some links to hymns you might know and love. 
Ye servants of God    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wZ9j3e8_yQc 
Jesus shall reign  Jesus Shall Reign (Official Lyric Video) - Keith & Kristyn Getty - YouTube 
Fear not rejoice and be glad  Fear not rejoice and be glad - YouTube 
Spirit of God, unseen as the wind https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dy8AZ46GKqc 
God is working His purpose out  God is Working His Purpose Out (Tune: Benson) [with lyrics 
for congregations] - YouTube 
 
Remember the prayer e-mail line at prayerjgpc@gmail.com  
 
Some other resources: 
 Each Sunday at 10.30am, we will have a short time together using Zoom; a link has been sent out 

in the e-mail with this update which should enable you to join in. 
 This reflection is available on our own church website under the “sermons” tab and there is an 

archive of sermon material there for you to read and links to the video reflections – 
www.jgpc.org.uk  

 If you have a smartphone, a tablet or an i-pad, the Bible2020 app will give you a short bible reading 
each day (from the Scottish Bible Society) 

 Scripture Union daily bible readings can be found at 
https://content.scriptureunion.org.uk/wordlive  

 The Church of Scotland website has prayers and reflections from the Moderator and details of lots 
of on-line streamed church services - https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/  

 Claremont Church in East Kilbride are making services available over a phone line: here are the 
contact details which you can share with people who are not on line: Sunday Services @ 10:30 - 
same details every week 020 3937 2973;  PIN:  57# 352 598 8  

 
DAILY BIBLE STUDY MATERIALS - New issues of “Our Daily Bread" Booklets for June, July and August 
are now available. Please contact Michael Merriman who will be delighted to arrange copies. Other 
Bible Study materials are also available with Ian Aitken. Let the Bible feed you. 
 
Church News: Alison in planning the next issue of Church News; if you have any stories to tell or 
news items to include, let her have them by May 27th, please. jgchurchnews@gmail.com 

 
 
 



       
Pentecost 

These resources are designed to help you explore the Bible as a family 
together at home while we can’t go to church.  Be as creative as you want 

to be and enjoy spending time with each other and with God.   

Prepare yourself… 
Lord, 
help us to look out and listen for your 
Holy Spirit. 
May we welcome you with open hearts 
and minds. 
Call us, inspire us, surprise us and 
challenge us. 
Give us confidence and calm assurance. 
Lead us to your power and love. 
Amen. 

Read the Bible… 
Today’s verses are found in Acts 2:1-21.  You can read them in a Bible or find them here.  
Jesus had promised his disciples he would send them a gift, something that would help them to 
tell others about God and to help them live God’s way, but they had to wait for it.  They didn’t 
know when it would come but they were probably all surprised by what happened when it did!  
When we choose to follow Jesus we receive the gift of the Holy Spirit too, it can help us to be 
bold in telling others about God and helps us to live God’s way. 
Here’s a video of today’s story: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MtTjgmlUtps&t=40s 

You could each try to draw a picture of what you think Pentecost might have been like. 

Question… 
Can you speak any other languages? 

Can you think of any languages or ways to 
communicate that don’t involve talking? 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Pray together… 
Popcorn reflection! You’ll need popcorn (kernels/ready 
made/microwave bags)  Think about a popcorn kernel, 
it’s small and can’t be eaten, but it can be transformed 
into something very different! (Now’s the time to pop 
the popcorn if not using ready made!)  Once popped it’s 
very different and is something much better.  That’s just 
like how the Holy Spirit transforms us, it’s God’s spirit 
working in us! Popcorn prayers are short prayers that 
shout out to God some of the things we’re thankful for. 
Say some popcorn prayers together, it doesn’t matter if 
more than one person “pops” at once, God can hear 
everyone at once! 

Talk together… 
o What does it feel like to wait for a gift?   
o What is the Holy Spirit? 
o What do you think it felt like to be in the room when the Holy Spirit came? What noises 

would they have heard? What questions might people have been asking? 
o What did the Holy Spirit help the disciples to do?  What does it help us to do? 
o Have you ever experienced the power of the Holy Spirit? 
o Imagine that today was the day the Holy Spirit came. You’ve received this gift from God, and 

you have witnessed thousands of people becoming followers of Jesus. What now? Where 
would you go from here? 

Play together… 
Charades 

Play a game of charades. Can you 
pass on a message without using 
words? Act our some book or film 

titles for your family to guess. 
Coded messages 

Create a message for someone 
else to decode and read. Give each 
letter of the alphabet a number or 
a shape, then write your message 
down for someone to solve. Just 
make sure to give them a key of 

the cipher you use! 

Praise together… 

Holy Spirit lives in me 

Shine 

Holy Spirit, living breath of God 

Do something… 
You’ll need: a cup, 100ml vinegar, a heaped teaspoon 
bicarbonate of soda. 
You may want to do this outside, in a sink/bath/large 
bowl, on a binbag! 
Pour the vinegar into the cup then add the bicarbonate of 
soda. You won’t have to wait long for something to 
happen! 
Could we say that Pentecost was like this? The mixing of 
people and the Holy Spirit caused a reaction. The effects 

were first seen by the people in Jerusalem, but soon 
spilled out to people far and wide. 


