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John 15:9-17 
‘As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you obey my commands, 
you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father’s commands and remain in his love. 11 I 
have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 12 My command 
is this: love each other as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down one’s 
life for his friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command. 15 I no longer call you servants, 
because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for 
everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I 
chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit – fruit that will last. Then the Father 
will give you whatever you ask in my name. 17 This is my command: love each other. 
 
How would you define “love”? This is the age-old question that poets and song-writers have played 
with for generations. It has inspired so many words and pictures. “Love is a many-splendored thing” 
sang Andy Williams in 1962; “love is all around” sang Wet Wet Wet in 1994 on the soundtrack to Four 
Weddings and a Funeral. In a different vein, some have said that “love is blind” or even that “love is a 
battlefield.” Take your pick. Perhaps most famously of all, Robert Burns wrote “my love is like a red, 
red rose, that’s newly sprung in June”: it is suggested that the picture is meant to convey a love that is 
fresh and long-lasting, which is a better notion of the rose than to suggest that his love is prickly, 
thorny and liable to leave him feeling pained! In some ways, love is a word that is now used with a 
much narrower meaning: in our culture, love is one of only really two things, either an emotion that 
gives a warm glow inside, or it is connected with sex. 
 
In talking about Himself as the vine, Jesus has spoken about the connections that exist between Him 
and His disciples. In our Zoom service last Sunday, we talked about the notion of “remaining” and we 
described that as “staying connected” with Jesus. In today’s reading, Jesus takes that another step and 
begins our reading with these words: “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in 
my love.” (verse 9) We are loved. Jesus has loved us, and we are loved. Remaining in Jesus’ love, I 
think, means remembering that we are loved. His love for us is unchanging; Paul reminds us in Romans 
8 that nothing can separate us from the love that Jesus has for us. He loves us and continues to love 
us, a love without end, on His part. On our part, we are challenged to keep remembering that we are 
loved by Jesus, a task that we sometimes find really hard to do. Life so often gets in the way of staying 
connected to the love that Jesus has for us. 
 
Jesus’ love for us is shaped in two ways. First of all, He says “As the Father has loved me, so have I 
loved you.” (verse 9) Jesus’ love for us is shaped by the Father’s love for Jesus. There are clues to this 
love all the way through the gospels, beginning on the day of Jesus’ baptism – “you are my son, whom 
I love…” (Luke 3:22) – through all of the ups-and-downs of His life and ministry. We get the sense of a 
close Father/Son relationship in which each cares for the other; they think alike, they want the same 
things and Jesus obeys His Father even to go to the cross. The Father watches over Jesus and gives 
Him everything He needs. “I and the Father are one” (John 10:30) said Jesus. The love that exists 
between Father and Son is the model for Jesus’ love for us. Jesus loves us with a God-shaped love; so 
we are loved in everything and endlessly. 
 
Then secondly, Jesus tells us that “Greater love has no-one than this, that He lay down His life for His 
friends.” (verse 13) The greatest love of all is cross-shaped. This is what Jesus is about to go to do, to 
lay down His life for His friends. The cross demonstrates Jesus’ love for us in the fullest possible way; 



“anything else must be less.” (Morris) There is no more that any human being can give for someone 
else, except their life. This is everything. We cannot give any more than this. Jesus has given His life 
for us when He died on the cross. He gave His life on the cross, not as some act of charity, but as the 
way of salvation for the world. We best understand Jesus’ love for us when we see Him give His life to 
die on the cross. 
 
James Denney, professor of New Testament at New College at the start of the twentieth century, 
explained it in this way: “If I were sitting on the end of the pier, on a summer day, enjoying the 
sunshine and the air, and someone came along and jumped into the water and got drowned ‘to prove 
his love for me’ I should find it quite unintelligible. I might be much in need to love, but (this) act… 
could not prove it. But if I had fallen over the pier and were drowning and someone sprang into the 
water, and at the cost of making my peril, or what but for him would be my fate, his own, saved me 
from death, then  I should say, ‘Greater love hath no man than this.’” (The Death of Christ p,177) This 
is what Jesus did for us, to save us. He has loved us with a love that can give no more. We are loved 
by Jesus and His love for us is perfect. 
 
We are loved. Life can make that hard to grasp at times. We don’t feel loved because life is hard and 
circumstances conspire against us, but Jesus’ love for us is a reality beyond the way we feel. We may 
not feel loved, but the fact is we are loved. The cross demonstrates that love. There is no way of 
understanding the cross without talking about how we are loved by Jesus. Understand the reality of 
Jesus’ love and be guided by that reality rather than by the way you feel.  
 
Finally, Jesus commands us to love. Here is love beyond a warm emotion; here is love that is seen by 
the quality of the person who loves. Paul gives us 15 qualities of love in 1 Corinthians 13: he says that 
love is patient, kind, humble and forgiving; it is not rude, selfish or boastful. These are qualities for us 
to learn and to develop, qualities that we work hard to have more of in the kind of people that we are 
and the way in which we live our lives. Learning to love one another, developing these qualities, is our 
response to Jesus’ love for us, and is our response to His command “Love each other.” For these two 
reasons, here is the foundation for our lives, for our relationships, for our church. 
 
Prayer: Father, thank You for Your love for Jesus, that You cared for Him and gave Him everything that 
He needed; thank You that He loves us in the way that You love Him. Thank You that He demonstrated 
that love by laying down His life, by sacrificing Himself on the cross for us, to be our Saviour. Help us 
to keep remembering that we are loved, to stay connected to Jesus’s love for us. Help us also to be the 
kind of people who love others, to be patient and kind, forgiving and generous, to love one another as 
Jesus has loved us. 
 
Day by day, dear Lord of you 
Three things I pray: 
To see you more clearly, 
To love you more dearly, 
To follow you more nearly, 
Day by day. 
 
Please take time during the week to pray for the people referred to in these topics:  

 For people who feel unloved, who have no-one to care for them, who are alone and feel lost 
in life; help them to see that Jesus loves them with a perfect and endless love. 



 For people who struggle to stay connected to your love: maybe they are victims of bullying or 
abuse; maybe they have struggled with lockdown; maybe life has been really hard for them. 
Lord, heal their hearts and help them to reconnect with Jesus and His love. 

 Lord, when we are weak and find it hard to love, let Your Spirit help us, equip us. 
 For people who have contracted Covid and are in hospital, that they make a good recovery; 

those NHS staff who are caring for them, under pressure by the numbers of people in hospital 
and trying to manage the care they provide. 

 For people who mourn because a loved one has died; help them to find comfort and peace; 
for the process of grief that goes on and those who feel the effects of lockdown on their 
deepest emotions and feelings of loss. 

 For the roll-out of the vaccine to be efficient and effective, reaching the people who need it 
most; for those waiting for the letter; for the vaccine to make people safe, as promised. 

 For the opening-up of things after lockdown; more businesses opening on April 26th and travel 
becoming less restricted; all children have gone back to school full-time; continue to pray for 
safety and for good health for the population, that there will be no more spikes in the virus 
and that people will behave responsibly. 

 For people who are still isolating, still spending time on their own again and feeling afraid; for 
people in care homes, beginning to meet family again, and the staff who care for them. 

 For schools: pupils and teachers back full-time; for pupils to settle back down to a routine and 
to stay safe; for teachers who are trying to manage classes as well as teach and catch up with 
lost work. 

 For communities and businesses: the pubs and hotels and others preparing to open again this 
week; for those who own these businesses and it is their livelihood; for those who work and 
are still on furlough; for the gaps left in the social interaction of many people, adding to their 
sense of isolation. 

 For Churches, some buildings open and some still closed; help them to care for all of their 
people; may the technology be a lifeline for lots of people; help churches across Scotland to 
be a light in their community and share the light of Jesus with others. 

 For people we know… 
 This week, take time to think about these words and pray them into your own heart: “God 

demonstrates His own love for us in this: while we were still sinners. Christ died for us.” (Romans 
5:8) 

 
Here are some links to hymns you might know and love. 
 
Look ye saints the sight is glorious Look Ye Saints - Sunday Songbook - YouTube 
All my days I will sing   Beautiful Savior (All My Days) - Stuart Townend - YouTube 
Jesus is greater    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K1mlNnh3Uzc 
As the deer    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FBppKZ0eJlQ 
Beauty for brokenness   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZqDOXfj9W0w  
 
Remember the prayer e-mail line at prayerjgpc@gmail.com  
 
Some other resources: 
 Each Sunday at 10.30am, we will have a short time together using Zoom; a link has been sent out 

in the e-mail with this update which should enable you to join in. 
 This reflection is available on our own church website under the “sermons” tab and there is an 

archive of sermon material there for you to read and links to the video reflections – 
www.jgpc.org.uk  

 If you have a smartphone, a tablet or an i-pad, the Bible2020 app will give you a short bible reading 
each day (from the Scottish Bible Society) 



 Scripture Union daily bible readings can be found at 
https://content.scriptureunion.org.uk/wordlive  

 The Church of Scotland website has prayers and reflections from the Moderator and details of lots 
of on-line streamed church services - https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/  

 Claremont Church in East Kilbride are making services available over a phone line: here are the 
contact details which you can share with people who are not on line: Sunday Services @ 10:30 - 
same details every week 020 3937 2973;  PIN:  352 598 857#  

 
DAILY BIBLE STUDY MATERIALS - NEW ISSUES. The next issue of “EVERY DAY WITH JESUS” Booklet 
for May and June 2021 is now available. If you desire a copy please contact Ian Aitken. 
Also, available is the next issue of the “WORD FOR TODAY” Booklet and “WORD FOR YOU TODAY" 
Booklet for Young People for May, June, and July 2021. If you desire a copy, please contact Michael 
Merriman. 
Let the Bible feed you. 
 
Christian Aid Week takes place this week; if you would like to donate to Christian Aid, then you can 
give through the Christian Aid website: Christian Aid Week  or, there are some paper envelopes in the 
box outside the front of the Church and in Molly’s Deli; put some money in an envelope and give it to 
the Minister and we will pass them on. Don’t forget Gift Aid if you pay tax. 

The focus on Christian Aid week 2021 is the climate crisis: 
This climate crisis hurts us all. But people living in poverty fight the worst of it every day. From drought 
to flooding, climate change robs people of control over their lives. Extreme weather means people 
like Rose are struggling to survive without a reliable source of water. Your gift could help a community 
build an earth dam, so when the rains do come, they will have the water they need to live. A reliable 
source of water will help families withstand long drought or relentless rainstorms.  
Every envelope. Every gift. Every challenge can change lives. 
Here is the link to Rose’s story: Christian Aid Week Rose&#039;s Story - Christian Aid 

 



    Friends 

These resources are designed to help you explore the Bible as a family 
together at home while we can’t go to church.  Be as creative as you want 

to be and enjoy spending time with each other and with God.   

Prepare yourself… 
Creator God, 
you have called us to worship you, 
chosen us to be your friends 
and invited us to extend that friendship 
to your people in all the world. 
May we live as Jesus lived, 
serve as he served, 
and love as he loved, 
to the glory of your name. 
Amen. 

Read the Bible… 
Today’s verses are found in John 15:9-17.  You can read them in a Bible or find them here.  
 

Here’s another version you could read: 
https://www.rootsontheweb.com/media/22615/easter-6-present-the-reading.pdf 

 

Question… 
How much time have you spent with 
friends this week? What did you do 

together? 

Challenge… 
How many words can you make from the 

letter in the word ‘friendship’? 

Bonus points if any of your words describe 
friendship! 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Talk together… 
o What does it mean to be loved? 
o How do people show love? 
o What do you think it means to love others as Jesus loved? 
o What does it mean to be a friend? 
o Who are your friends? What do you like about them? 
o How does it make you feel to know that Jesus thinks of you as a friend? 
o I wonder if earthly friendships are different from a friendship with Jesus? 
o Are there ways in which you can show love to those around you this week? 

Play together… 
Guess my friend 

Invite everyone to sit in a circle. Start to describe a 
person in the group or someone that you will all 
know.  If someone thinks they know who you are 

describing they can raise their hand and guess. 
If someone guesses correctly they get to describe 

next. 
Make sure you describe positively what the person 

is good at and all the things you like about them and 
why they make a great friend, rather than a physical 

description. 

Praise together… 

What a friend we have in Jesus – 
Steph Macleod 

Love one another 

Friend of God  

Make something… 
 

Friendship bracelets 
You’ll need: thread or wool in 3 different colours, 

safety pin, cushion, scissors. 
Watch this video for instructions on how to make 

the bracelets: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n2rq-

btMNFI&t=41s (I’m sure there are many other 
videos with different patterns or designs if you 

wanted to try something different!) 
Once completed you can give it to a friend or 

family member as a reminder that you love them. 
 

Pray together… 
Cut out a heart shape from paper and 
write the name/draw a picture of a 
friend/family member. Say a prayer 
thanking God for them. 

We thank you, God, 
that today and every day 

you sing a song of love over the world 
you created. 

Thank you for the love of friends and 
family. 

Thank you that we can share love 
with others. 

Amen. 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


