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“Do not fear, for I am 

with you; do not be 

dismayed for I am your 

God.” 

(Isaiah 41:10) 

Friends, 
 
“Don’t you know who I 
am?” I have only once 

caught myself about to say that to 
someone who had got in the way of 
something I was trying to do or say. 
Gladly, I caught myself about to say it 
and stopped myself before I said it. It 
has a boastful quality about it: “you 
should know me because I am famous, 
and you should let me get my way 
because of who I am!” It’s not very 
attractive, is at least slightly proud and 
arrogant, is centred very firmly on “me!” 
 

The question of identity is 
a huge debate in our 
society today. There are 
all sorts of ways by which 
people will describe 
themselves and identify 
themselves. Some will 
identify themselves by gender, others 
by their sexuality, or their race or 
religion. Part of that debate allows 
people to affirm themselves in their 
chosen identity and say, “this is who I 
am!” and for them that is hugely 
important. The other side of the coin 
shows itself when this also becomes 
the opportunity to do other people down 
because we don’t like their way of 
describing themselves.  
 

I wonder how you describe yourself. To 
say “I am a Christian” is really hard for 
some people. Some of us have grown 
up in a religious environment where 
that claim is seen as presumptuous and 
so we don’t want to be seen to push 
ourselves to the front. For others, to 
make that claim faces them with a 
confrontation with people or a system 
that dislikes religion for any number of 
reasons, so they tend to stay quiet 
about their faith. My job description 
leaves me with little option but to 

identify my faith, but in most of the 
places I go, I’m welcomed warmly by 
most people. 
 

The Bible offers us two answers to the 
identity question. First of all, it tells us 
that we are human beings made in the 
image of God, worthy of dignity and 
respect. By virtue of being human, this 
is true of all of us, whether we 
recognise it or not. As a result, we 
should treat every person we meet with 
respect, dignity and kindness, whether 
they return these favours or not. 
Understanding ourselves like this, 
should put an end to all kinds of 

prejudice because we 
become convinced that the 
differences we see are 
small compared to the 
great big truth that unites 
us.  
 

The second answer that the Bible gives 
to our identity question is centred on 
our faith. As Christians, we are children 
of God. This is a faith-based idea and is 
a blessing of ours “in Christ”. There is 
no higher privilege that we can enjoy, 
but to be called children of God, with 
Jesus as our elder brother, and with the 
Father’s unending love for us 
established for ever. This is not a 
privilege to make us arrogant, but we 
are who we are by God’s grace, so 
humility is the order of the day. Equally, 
this is not a privilege for keeping to 
ourselves but it is for sharing with 
others.  
 

This is who we are. God is mindful of 
us; He knows us and He loves us 
endlessly. As we relate to other people, 
that same care, love and mindfulness 
of others should be at the heart of 
these relationships. This is who we are; 
enjoy it! 
 

Jim   



 
TREASURER’S  

REPORT 
 

Accounts for 
2021: This is a 

difficult time for our finances as, under 
normal circumstances, we would have 
received in the region of £7,000 from 
the rent of our halls by this time of year. 
This year we have received £650. 
There is therefore a lot to be made up 
and, at present, that can only come 
from church Givings and Donations. 
Reductions in costs have been made 
where possible but little is saved 
through allowing the halls to stay 
empty. In addition, to meet the 
requirements laid down by the 
Presbytery Quinquennial Report on our 
buildings, we will have a significant 
expenditure on the church and hall 
roofs and windows. Most of this cost 
will be met by our funds held by the 
General Trustees but it will also reduce 
our ability to pay for any large building 
expenditure in the future. 
 
Stewardship:- The decision to 
encourage everyone to give by 
standing order has helped retain our 
Givings despite there being no church 
services. So, for that. we should be 
most grateful. However, to make a 
small increase each year to every 
Standing Order would also make a big 
difference. By increasing your Standing 
Order, we also increase the amount 
(20%) we can collect from the Inland 
Revenue as Gift Aid if you are a tax 
payer and have signed a declaration. 
 
Summary: A brief summary of the 
financial situation as at 31 May 2021 is 
as follows: 
 
 
 

Income:       £       Expenditure:    £ 
 
Offerings 31,700      Ministry     28,200 
Gift Aid       7,200      Building     10,800 
Other          2,300      Other           4,700 
              £41,200                      £ 43,700 
 
Unless there is an improvement in 
income over the next seven months, 
the loss at the end of the year is 
estimated at £6,000. Can we do better? 
 
Hebrews 3v6 “And we are His house , if 
we hold on to our courage and the 
hope of which we boast.” 
 
R Douglas Buchanan 
Treasurer 
 
 

ALAN BRIDGES 
 
I pay tribute today to Alan Bridges, who 
died on March 21

st
. Alan had been a 

member of the Kirk Session in Juniper 
Green Church from 1986-1994, 
exercising his responsibilities as an 
elder with meticulous care. He 
contributed to the life of the 
congregation in so many other ways, as 
a member of the Property Team, part of 
the group that volunteered to staff the 
Care Van and the Care Shelter, looking 
after people in Edinburgh who slept on 
the streets of the city, and helping to 
run the youth club in the early 1980’s. 
Alan’s faith was vitally important to him 
since it came alive in 1982; his faith 
sustained him in the hard times of his 
life, none more so than during his last 
illness. We pray for Margaret and her 
family as they mourn. 
 
James S Dewar 
 
 
 
 



 

Choir 
 
 

 
Psalm 95 
 
V1 O Come, and let us to the Lord  
in song our voices raise 
with joyful noise let us the Rock 
of our salvation praise. 
 
V5 Oh come, and let us worship Him 
let us bow down withal 
and on our knees before the Lord 
our Maker let us fall 
 
For many years we have sung this 
psalm together, never thinking that a 
time might come when this was not 
allowed. 
 
One day, perhaps soon, we will be 
allowed to lift our voices in praise in 
church.  
 
St Augustine wrote: 
 
“Singing comes from joy, but if we 
observe more carefully, we see that it 
comes from love, we sing about what 
we love.” 
 

Lift high the cross 
The love of Christ proclaim 

Till all the world 
Adores His sacred name. 

 
Florence Kinnear 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FRESH START  
 

Collections 
commenced again at 
the beginning of April 
and the warehouse is 

open for donations Monday-Thursday 
0900-1600 hrs.  All items must be clean 
and ready for use.  A list of all items 
required can be found on their website 
but have previously been listed in 
previous issues of the Church 
News.    No duvets, pillows or cushions 
(nor bric-a-brac which could perhaps be 
donated to your favourite charity shop), 
can be accepted.  The Council are 
charging for waste uplift and this is an 
expense they naturally want to avoid.    
 
Fresh Start is  based at 22-24 Ferry 
Road Drive and the website 
is:  www.freshstartweb.co.uk  
 
Best wishes to you all.      
 
Marjorie D Hope.  
 
  

http://www.freshstartweb.co.uk/


The Green Strollers 
 

My local paper informs 
me that we have just 
experienced the tenth 

wettest May on record. 
Perhaps this has come at the right time 
as we have been unable to socialise as 
a group. 
 
However, things are opening up again 
and the temperature in June is set to 
reach 70 degrees Fahrenheit. 
Something to look forward to. 
 
With warmer days to come, I hope we 
will be able to venture forth and enjoy 
some sunshine, fresh air and excellent 
company. 
 
I will be in touch with all Strollers to test 
the 'temperature' of how you are feeling 
about getting out and about 
again.  Remembering, of course, at all 
times to adhere to COVID guidelines by 
ensuring we take all necessary 
precautions. 
 
I look forward to 'strolling' with you 
again soon. 
 
Jeanette Campbell 
 
 

 
 
An update regarding cheques I have 
sent to The Leprosy Mission- 
 £45.00 on 4

th
 January and £26.70 on 

4
th
 May making a total of £71.70  

  
Thank you for your support during 
these difficult times. 
  
Rita Brownlie 

BIBLE READING 
 
Regularly reading the Bible is 

an essential part of anyone’s 
journey of Faith, reflecting daily on 
God’s Word.  
 

During the ongoing lockdown, the Bible 
reading material listed below is 
available. Please contact Michael 
Merriman who will be delighted to 
arrange copies of any of the following – 
 

“Our Daily Bread” Booklet  
“Word For Today” Booklet  
“Word For You Today” Booklet for  
Young People 
 

Please contact Ian Aitken who will be 
delighted to arrange copies of the 
following – 
 

“Every Day with Jesus” Booklet  
The Editor, who took over in January 
2021 has now added 4 Bible Readings 
associated with each Daily Note. 
 

Nurture Team 
 

"May the God of hope fill you with all 
joy and peace as you trust in him, so 

that you may overflow with hope by the 
power of the  Holy Spirit” 

Romans 15 v 13 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 THE PRAYER STATION 
 
Here are some situations that would 
benefit from your prayers; you will be 
able to add others: 

 Our CHO friends in Cambodia 
are finding their work at a standstill 
because Covid numbers are high; pray 
for Chomno and the CHO team as they 
are idle and pray for the communities 
that need their support. 

 The Church of Scotland and 
Edinburgh Presbytery wrestling with 
concerns about the future of the church 
at a time when ministers are in short 
supply, the church’s income is falling 
and we have more church buildings 
than we can afford. 

 Our own Kirk Session as we 
take time to take stock of in-person 
services in the church building; we 
have been running a 4-week 
experiment; pray about what happens 
next. 

 

 
 
A big “thank you “to all who contributed 
to the “trypraying” campaign. We raised 
a fabulous £350. 
 
Over the past few years our church 
family has actively supported the 
“trypraying” campaign both financially 
and prayerfully, contributing to the 
advertising campaign on our buses or 
outside our church building and making 
available the “trypraying” booklets to 
people who don’t do church, 
encouraging them to start their journey 
of faith and try praying 
 
For 2021 the campaign organisers are 
looking to adapt so are investing in 

social media and communication with 
millennials and Generation Z. As part of 
this they are looking at “trypraying” 
livestreams on You Tube to do ministry, 
guiding viewers to pray, ask questions 
or work through “trypraying” videos or 
booklets. 
 
 

 

THE FUTURE OF THE 
CHURCH 

 
Over the last few months, 
all of the Church of 
Scotland congregations 

in Edinburgh have been engaged in 
consultations about the future of the 
church in the city. Across Scotland, 
there are about 1000 posts for 
ministers and others, but the number of 
people available to fill these posts has 
been dropping over the last 20 years. 
Now, we are being asked to plan for the 
future based on 600 people being 
available to the church, that being the 
number of people available and the 
money available to pay them. That will 
require a measure of restructuring of 
congregations: one would hope that 
this would be the time for some really 
imaginative new ideas, but inevitably it 
is also a process that is making people 
afraid for the future. At the same time, 
the Church’s General Trustees, who 
look after our buildings, have begun a 
process to identify what they describe 
as “Well-equipped spaces in the right 
places”, a way of identifying which 
buildings will serve the church best for 
the future. Please pray for the minister 
and the elders as we represent Juniper 
Green in this process, and pray for 
Presbytery to be imaginative in 
describing the future. 
 
James S Dewar  



THE CHURCH BUILDING 
 
We sent out this letter at the beginning 
of May; at the time of writing, the first of 
these Sundays is being planned. Here 
is an amended version to remind you of 
what we’re planning: 
 

I am delighted to tell you that the 
Church building will be open for 
worship on Sunday 30

th
 May, at 

10.30am. The Kirk Session has 
decided to open the building for in-
person services, initially for 4 Sundays; 
then we will take stock. If everything 
has gone according to plan and people 
have been happy to attend, we will 
probably continue to hold these 
services through the rest of the 
summer. 
 

The Kirk Session has decided to take 
this step for the benefit of those who 
have had no contact with worship since 
March 2020. We feel that this is a 
positive step, with more and more of 
other parts of life opening up. We do 
look forward to the day when we can all 
meet together again for a service that is 
more akin to what we recognise from 
before, but till then, we hope that this 
will help you, especially if you have not 
had any access to worship since March 
2020. These procedures that we’re 
outlining here may seem a bit tiresome 
to you, but these are in place to allow 
us to meet safely. Please read this 
letter carefully and follow the process 
that is outlined below; these rules are in 
place to allow us to stay safe and to 
meet in a way that keeps you safe. 
 

We plan to run the in-person services 
hand-in-hand with our Zoom services; 
so if you have joined our worship on 
Zoom, we would encourage you to 
continue to take part in that way, so 
that the spaces in the building are open 

for people who have not been able to 
use the technology. The service that we 
run will last for about 25-30 minutes 
and will consist of prayers, Bible 
readings and a sermon; there will be no 
singing, though we may play some pre-
recorded hymns. Florence will play the 
organ before the service and at the 
end. 
 

At the moment, the building can seat 26 
people given the restrictions of 2-metre 
distancing. You will be able to come 
into the building through the front 
doors; there will be a hand-sanitising 
station in the vestibule which you 
should use. There will be a steward in 
the vestibule checking that your name 
is on the list, with your contact details 
for the Test and Protect system.  The 
building has been set out with marked 
places where you can sit; we cannot 
guarantee that you can sit in your 
“usual” place or that you can sit where 
you want to sit. You will be shown to a 
seat and you will need to sit where 
there is an available space. The gallery 
is now open as well, so if you’re able to 
climb the stairs, that might be your first 
option. If you come with a family 
member from your bubble, then you will 
be able to sit together. There will be a 
one-way system in operation, and you 
will be asked to leave by the side door 
at the end of the service. Please follow 
all the signs and guidance that you will 
be given. You will need to wear a mask 
for the whole time that you are in the 
building and we need to keep the 
building ventilated, so the doors may be 
left open; do come warmly dressed. 
The toilet in the vestibule is the only 
one that will be available for use. 
 

If you want to come to a service in the 
building, you will need to book a place. 
This is absolutely essential. Please 
don’t just turn up on spec looking for a 



space; if you just turn up, we cannot 
guarantee you a space; there may be 
no spaces and you run the risk of being 
turned away. If we get to the stage of 
exceeding our capacity with more 
people trying to book than there are 
spaces, we will guarantee you a place 
for the following Sunday. We will only 
be taking bookings for one week at a 
time, so you will need to make a fresh 
booking each week. The booking list 
will also be our Test and Protect list; 
your personal details need to be kept 
for 21 days and then the list is 
destroyed. 
 

To book a place, here are the 
arrangements: 

 For Sunday 13
th
 June, phone 

Alison on 07588 926723 on 
Wednesday 9

th
 and Thursday 10

th
 

between 10am and 12 noon. 

 For Sunday 20
th
 June phone 

Jim on 0131 453 3494 on Wednesday 
16

th
 and Thursday 17

th
 between 10am 

and 12 noon. 
 

This is a step in the right direction; 
there is still some way to go before we 
can all be together in the one place for 
worship. Till then, we hope that this 
helps you, and that you will be happy to 
join in. 
If you have any questions, feel free to 
ask. 
 
James S Dewar 
 

CARE VAN 

 
The church has 2 teams which go out 3 
times each during the year. The van 
goes out every evening in the year, 
being based in Jane Street in Leith, 
taking in a route from Waverley Bridge 
to the Grassmarket and North Bridge 
before returning to Leith. We stop along 
the route wherever we see folk sitting 

on the street and ask them if they want 
anything. Sometimes they don’t want 
anything and at others they would like a 
supply of hot things to tide them over 
the next few hours. 
 

We gather at about 8.30pm, stock up 
the van with flasks of boiling water, 
check on the supplies of paper cups 
load up our own supplies, pray for our 
safety and food contacts and off we go. 
 

Each team takes 4 flasks of homemade 
soup as well as catering flasks of tea 
and coffee along with 5 or 6 dozen 
buttered rolls and packets of biscuits. 
Sometimes we have clothes and 
blankets to hand out. 
 

We serve anyone who comes to the 
van without judgement and I can 
honestly say they are fantastic 
evenings. We have met folk from many 
Eastern European countries as well as 
the UK. Sometimes folks don’t want to 
talk and at other times they are happy 
to blether to us.  We have a laugh and 
sometimes our hearts break at what we 
hear.  
 

Ironically, winter sees the fewest folk 
coming to the van since the night 
shelter also runs. The streets have 
been empty during lockdown and this 
month when we were out we only 
served 12 folk but oh the stories! And 
12 folk went to whatever bed they have, 
with hot soup and rolls inside them. 
 

Jesus said "whatever you do for one of 
the least of these my brothers, you do 
for me" and we must remember that all 
those folk are our brothers and sisters 
and it is not our place to judge them but 
to help.  Please pray on for the 
homeless and needy of our city and for 
the teams as they go out on the van. 
 
Jean Dewar  



74th A Brownies 
 
We have a lively 
bunch of girls in the 
74th A Brownies 
which normally 
meets in the 
church but since 
30th June 2020 I 
have been holding 

meetings each week on zoom. 
  

 
In the beginning not many parents 
wanted the girls to take part due to the 
newness of home schooling and all that 
entailed but come the end of the first 
online term and with the prospect of no 
holidays, 8 girls joined me every week 
during the summer holidays. As the 
new term started word got around and 
most of my unit joined me and the other 
girls. I have had some finish Brownies 
and join our online Guide unit and 
several new girls start last September 
and again in April. We have even held 
an online enrolment and hope to have 
another one before the summer. I have 
20 girls in the unit and most girls come 
each week and we have great fun. 
 
It is exhausting being super prepared 
for Brownies. The whole term's 
programme is prepared in advance 
then all the craft, badge and games 
materials are sourced, bought, put into 
bags and delivered to the girls 

doorsteps. Each week I send out a 
meeting link and tell the girls what they 
will need from their bags. 
 
We have played games, baked brownie 
cake and cake in a mug, made 
fudge,  taken part in a county virtual 
sleepover weekend, made lava lamps, 
explored the seasons, painted, planted 
seeds and made kindness boxes to 
give away and we even managed to do 
CPR for our first aid badge amidst great 
hilarity! This term we are doing all 
things outdoors...everything from a wee 
beastie hunt to jumping in puddles  and 
bird watching...all directed from zoom.  

 
The girls have 
had fun doing 

national 
programme 

badges, specific 
Scottish badges 
and Brownie 
interest badges as 
well as working 
towards their 

Bronze, Silver or Gold awards. 
 
The pictures show the girls efforts at 
making a bird for a plant pot; a trefoil 
made from things found outdoors as 
part of the virtual sleepover and the 
certificates and badges the girls earned 
at the end of last term.  Can you 
imagine how many there are going to 
be awarded next month at the end of 
the current term?  
 
All being well we will be back in the 
church hall at the beginning of the new 
term in  September and I can’t wait to 
see all the girls . 
 
74th A BROWNIES ARE BRILLIANT! 
 
Jean Dewar  



Holiday Club 2021 
 
At the time of writing this, holiday club 
does not have many solid sureties 
other than we are planning one and the 
dates will be 26th-30th July! However, I 
am delighted that the restrictions are 
lightening in such a way that an in-
person holiday club can take place this 
summer.  
 

Last year we ran 
holiday club 
online over Zoom, 
and while fun and 
enjoyable, we 
can’t wait to be 
face to face with 
children again and 
be in one place 
together. We are 
partnering with 

SU Scotland again this year and using 
material called Jungle Adventure, a 
resource that is brand new for 2021 
and one that is taking us outdoors to 
explore the Bible, learn more about 
who God is and wonder at Him through 
creation.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In time I may be coming and asking for 
help or various bits of equipment, but 
for now I wanted to let you all know our 
plans (as minimal as they may be right 
now!) and to ask for you to pray.  
 

Pray for 
restrictions to 
continue to change 
in our favour, pray 
as we wait for an 
answer as to 
whether or not we 
can use the space 
we would like to 

use, pray for the children and team who 
will be there, pray for God’s protection 
and safety over every aspect, pray for 
God’s creativity and guidance to be 
with us as we plan.  
 
Thank you,  
 
Heather 
 

  



 
 
 
 
 

FUNERALS 
“I am Resurrection and the 

life” 
 

April 7  Mr Alan Bridges 
 
April 17  Mrs Christine Laing 
 
May 6  Mrs Joan Wightman 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to so many 
in the congregation 
who prayed for Alan 
throughout his illness 
and for all the kind 
messages he received 

during that difficult time. We couldn’t 
imagine what these difficult months 
would have been like without that 
prayer support. Also many thanks for all 
the many cards, letters, phone calls 
and flowers sent to us following Alan’s 
death.  As his family we are so very 
grateful not only for the prayer support 
but for so many kind messages 
highlighting how much Alan will be 
missed. 
 
Margaret Bridges 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
May Jeffrey who 
celebrated her 95th 
birthday on 18th May 
 

Jim Walker who celebrated his 85th 
birthday on 23rd May 
 
Patricia Walker who will celebrate her 
85th birthday on 26th June 

  
 
 

Alastair and Inez 
Paisley who will 
celebrate their 
Diamond Wedding 
Anniversary on 17th 
June 
 

Ian and Rita 
Prentice who will celebrate their 
Diamond Wedding Anniversary on 17th 
June 
 
 
 

Congratulations to David 
& Sarah Watson, 
Brenchley, Kent on the 

birth of their son, 
Cameron John Fleming Watson on 
23

rd
 April 2021. 

A brother for Angus, 5
th
 grandchild for 

Liz & Andrew Watson, nephew for 
Sarah & Neil Rhynas and Claire 
Watson and cousin for Craig, Lauren 
and Emily Rhynas. 

 

  

Family News 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

. 

 
 
 

WHO’S  WHO 
 

CONTACT    NAME      
 
Minister    Rev James S Dewar   
Session Clerk    Martin Elliot    
Temporary Treasurer   Douglas Buchanan   
Beadle     George Anderson   
Bereavement Care Team  Jim Dewar    
Catering    Sandy Watt    
Christian Action Team   Jean Dewar    
Church Halls Cleaning Team  Elaine Wilson    
Church Secretary   Alison Robertson         
Crèche     Vacancy   
Flower Convener   Hilda McNeil    
Freewill Offering Administrator  Lesley Grieve    
Fresh Start Organiser   Marjorie Hope    
Garden Team Co-ordinator  Jean Dewar     
Gift Aid Treasurer   Vacancy 
Girlguiding District Commissioner Jean Dewar     
Green Strollers Walking Group  (Jeanette Campbell      
     (Beth Walker   
Global Church Co-ordinator  Fiona Elliot    
Guild of Friendship    Margaret Woodrow   
Halls Convener    Alison Robertson         
Kids’ Church    Vacancy  
Ladies Badminton Club   Alison Buchanan   
Leprosy Mission   Rita Brownlie   
Magazine Distribution   Isabel Campbell    
MSM     Martin Elliot    
Nurture Team    Michael Merriman   
Open Door Café & Toddlers’ Group Inez Paisley   
Organist and Choirmaster  Florence Kinnear   
Prayer Team    Yvonne Hunter    
Joint Property Conveners  (Alison Robertson         

(John McKellar    
Recordings of Church Service  Sandra Paulin     
Roll Keeper    Isabel Campbell    
Safeguarding    Vacancy   
Youth Group    Alison Robertson        
Church Office is open on Friday mornings 9.30 – 11.30am   458 5147 

 
Church Website: www.jgpc.org.uk, 

Email: jgpc@supanet.com 

Facebook – Juniper Green Parish Church 


