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Genesis 28:10-22 
Jacob left Beersheba and set out for Haran. 11 When he reached a certain place, he stopped for the 
night because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones there, he put it under his head and lay down 
to sleep. 12 He had a dream in which he saw a stairway resting on the earth, with its top reaching to 
heaven, and the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. 13 There above it stood the Lord, 
and he said: ‘I am the Lord, the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac. I will give you and 
your descendants the land on which you are lying. 14 Your descendants will be like the dust of the 
earth, and you will spread out to the west and to the east, to the north and to the south. All peoples 
on earth will be blessed through you and your offspring. 15 I am with you and will watch over you 
wherever you go, and I will bring you back to this land. I will not leave you until I have done what I have 
promised you.’ 16 When Jacob awoke from his sleep, he thought, ‘Surely the Lord is in this place, and I 
was not aware of it.’ 17 He was afraid and said, ‘How awesome is this place! This is none other than 
the house of God; this is the gate of heaven.’ 18 Early the next morning Jacob took the stone he had 
placed under his head and set it up as a pillar and poured oil on top of it. 19 He called that place Bethel, 
though the city used to be called Luz. 20 Then Jacob made a vow, saying, ‘If God will be with me and 
will watch over me on this journey I am taking and will give me food to eat and clothes to wear 21 so 
that I return safely to my father’s house, then the Lord will be my God 22 and this stone that I have set 
up as a pillar will be God’s house, and of all that you give me I will give you a tenth.’ 
 
When I was a primary school (and yes, there are some things about that part 
of my life which I can still remember after all these years!), the minister from 
the church in the village would come from time to time to speak at an 
assembly. He was probably a bit ahead of his time because he always brought 
pictures with him. Mind you, it was always the same pictures, a roll of them 
which he flicked through and almost told us the whole Bible story every time. 
One of these pictures was an image of Jacob’s ladder; I have been taken with 
that story every since. The picture to the right is not the one the minister 
used, but is William Blake’s version of the story, useful because that is what 
we need to do with this story; we need to visualise it to see what it is all 
about. 
 
Jacob is alone. He has run away from home because his older twin brother 
is threatening murder. Jacob has outsmarted him twice, though on both 
occasions he has robbed Esau of a blessing and an inheritance that was rightfully his. Esau was not 
happy at the way in which his brother has behaved and is threatening to kill him. For Jacob’s safety, 
his mother sends him away to go and stay with his uncle Laban in a place called Haran. It is the first 
night of his journey, and Jacob’s first night away from home. He is on his own. He is going to sleep 
under the stars. No doubt, he is afraid of what will happen next; he has never met Laban before and 
has no guarantee that he will be well-received. He is lost, spiritually and emotionally. He lies down to 
sleep with a rock for a pillow and he dreams. 
 
Jacob dreams about a ladder or a staircase. It sits on the earth, and it reaches all the way up to heaven. 
On the staircase there is a group of angels going up and down. God is at the top of the staircase and 
Jacob is at the bottom. Someone has suggested that the staircase is a symbol of “the real and 
uninterrupted fellowship between God in heaven and His people upon earth”. Here is God connecting 
with Jacob, showing him by the dream that God is there with him. That is made even stronger by the 
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words that God speaks, promising to be with Jacob everywhere he goes and that one day he will come 
home to this very place and it will be his. This is “the outstanding spiritual event of his youth” (Baldwin) 
and Jacob, for the first time, says “Yes” to God for himself. The God of his fathers has become Jacob’s 
God, though he still has much to learn! God is connecting with Jacob, loving him, making promises to 
him, promises that He will keep. 
 
The “problem” with this story is its main character – Jacob. We’ve already described his circumstances, 
and these are far from ideal; his life is in turmoil. We have already hinted at his character and that is 
far from ideal as well. Jacob is not the model citizen of his day; Jacob has lied to his brother and to his 
blind father; he has cheated both of them, egged on it has to be said, by his mother. His fear of Esau 
is the product of his cheating because Esau responded angrily. Esau is a young man who is shown to 
be quite uninterested in the blessings of God on his life; he is more interested in chasing wild animals 
and eating them, but he is surely right to be angry when his brother has cheated him out of something 
important that is his by right. Is Jacob the right kind of person for God to be connected with? Surely 
there is something, almost immoral, about this story, that the God who is holy and loves what is right, 
appears to be connecting with a liar and a cheat? 
 
God knew exactly what Jacob was like. He knew everything that Jacob had done. He knew exactly why 
Jacob was sleeping under the stars with a rock for his pillow. Knowing all of that, and much more, He 
connected with Jacob and promised to be with him always and everywhere. Jacob would be the man 
through whom God would work out His purposes begun in the days of Abraham. There is something 
about that which offends our sensitivities, but this is what God is like – we call it grace. God loves us 
when we don’t deserve to be loved. The circumstances are different for us, but the reality is the same; 
we are all unworthy to approach God and we are all unable to save ourselves, but God invites us saying 
“come to me” and God saves us through Jesus. We are all on the receiving end of His grace. 
 
Francis Thompson was an English Victorian poet. In the 1880’s he wrote a poem called In No Strange 
Land in which he looked at the world around him and saw so much evidence for the existence of God 
while bemoaning the fact that so many of the people around him didn’t see, their “estranged faces… 
(missing) the many splendored thing.” He went on to write about “the traffic of Jacob’s ladder pitched 
betwixt heaven and Charing Cross.” At that time in his life, Thompson was an opium addict; he was 
homeless and slept every night on the streets of London, sometimes at Charing Cross junction. Yet the 
story of Jacob’s dream made sense to him; he understood God connecting with him and bringing grace 
to his troubled life. 
 
God clearly wants us to be the right kind of people; the whole Bible tells us how to live by faith and 
outlines the implications for our lives when we call Jesus “Lord”. But, equally, the key benefit of the 
gospel is forgiveness, which suggests that God also knows that we all make mistakes and fall short in 
one way or another. And yet, God loves us; God promises to be with us, for all our faults, failings and 
mistakes. Go and read Psalm 8: it is a psalm that praises God because He has made the world in its 
splendour; He has also created human beings and verse 4 has a question:  

“what is mankind that you are mindful of them, 
human beings that you care for them?” (Psalm 8:4) 

God does take notice of us; He is “mindful” of us; the God who made the universe cares for us, as we 
are. At a time when life has been strange, full of unusual stresses and difficulties, God still loves and 
cares for us. As human beings, we are not perfect, yet God still says to us “come to me” and loves us 
with an unending love. Why? We call it grace, God’s love to people who don’t deserve it. Jacob didn’t 
deserve it but God was there with him, alone, under the stars, full of fears and regrets. God would be 



with him all the time when he made new mistakes and got new things wrong, when other situations 
made him afraid, when he tried to pray and when he was reunited with his brother years later. 
 
Prayer: Father, thank You for Your grace. Thank You for connecting with Jacob when he was lost and 
afraid; thank You for treating him graciously, loving him and caring for him despite his faults and 
mistakes, with his shortcomings. Thank You for promising to be with him everywhere he went and in 
all the circumstances of his life still to come. Lord, open our eyes and our hearts to Your grace over and 
over again; love and care for us each and every day. 
 
Day by day, dear Lord of you 
Three things I pray: 
To see you more clearly, 
To love you more dearly, 
To follow you more nearly, 
Day by day. 
 
Please take time during the week to pray for the people referred to in these topics:  

 For people living with a sense of failure in their lives, with many regrets over their past; for 
those who consider themselves beyond the pale as far as God might be concerned. Help them 
to see Your grace and to know Your forgiveness in Jesus. 

 For people who look down on others from a place of smug self-righteousness; help them to 
see that they way to God is by a “broken and contrite spirit!” 

 For people who have contracted Covid and are in hospital, that they make a good recovery; 
those NHS staff who are caring for them. 

 For people who mourn because a loved one has died; help them to find comfort and peace; 
for the process of grief that goes on and those who feel the effects of lockdown on their 
deepest emotions and feelings of loss. 

 For the continued roll-out of the vaccine to be efficient and effective, reaching the people who 
need it most; for the vaccine to make people safe, as promised. 

 For the opening-up of things after lockdown; more businesses opened last week and travel is 
becoming less restricted; continue to pray for safety and for good health for the population, 
even in the city of Edinburgh; let these spikes be brought under control and that people will 
behave responsibly. 

 For people who are still isolating, still spending time on their own again and feeling afraid; for 
people in care homes, beginning to meet family again, and the staff who care for them. 

 For schools: for pupils back in the rhythm and routine of school, some suffering the stress of 
tests and assessments; for teachers who are trying to manage classes as well as teach and 
catch up with lost work; for those isolating from school because there are still cases. 

 For communities and businesses: the pubs and hotels and others opening further; for those 
who own these businesses and it is their livelihood; for those who work and are still on 
furlough; for those who work and have been back to work in an office for at least some of the 
time; for the anxiety created by that kind of social contact; for the gaps left in the social 
interaction of many people, adding to their sense of isolation. 

 For the Church of Scotland, wrestling with issues of finance, ministry numbers and buildings, 
and trying to draw up plans for the future; guide us and lead us. 

 For Churches, some buildings open and some still closed; help them to care for all of their 
people; may the technology be a lifeline for lots of people; help churches across Scotland to 
be a light in their community and share the light of Jesus with others. 



 For Juniper Green Church, holding in-person services in the church building and services on 
Zoom for the next 3 weeks, that people will find grace in worship however they take part; help 
us to do everything wisely, safely and well. 

 For people we know… 
 This week, take time to think about these words and pray them into your own heart: Do not 

be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 
present your requests to God. (Philippians 4:6) 

 
Here are some links to hymns you might know and love: 
 
Great is Thy faithfulness   Great is thy faithfulness - YouTube 
King of Kings majesty   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y5VutCGsVXE 
From heaven you came   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7VeQrWmvCms 
O God you search me   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F4ScBPE9v_I 
Now when peace like a river  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fJnbylpdS1U 
 
Remember the prayer e-mail line at prayerjgpc@gmail.com  
 
Some other resources: 
 Each Sunday at 10.30am, we will have a short time together using Zoom; a link has been sent out 

in the e-mail with this update which should enable you to join in. 
 For this Sunday and for the next 2 Sundays, there will be in-person services in our church building 

alongside the Zoom services; to book a place for the 13th call Alison on 07588 926723; for the 20th, 
call Jim in 453 3494, both weeks on Wednesday and Thursday between 10am and 12 noon. 

 This reflection is available on our own church website under the “sermons” tab and there is an 
archive of sermon material there for you to read and links to the video reflections – 
www.jgpc.org.uk  

 If you have a smartphone, a tablet or an i-pad, the Bible2020 app will give you a short bible reading 
each day (from the Scottish Bible Society) 

 Scripture Union daily bible readings can be found at 
https://content.scriptureunion.org.uk/wordlive  

 The Church of Scotland website has prayers and reflections from the Moderator and details of lots 
of on-line streamed church services - https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/  

 Claremont Church in East Kilbride are making services available over a phone line: here are the 
contact details which you can share with people who are not on line: Sunday Services @ 10:30 - 
same details every week 020 3937 2973;  PIN:  352 598 857#  

 
DAILY BIBLE STUDY MATERIALS - New issues of “Our Daily Bread" Booklets for June, July and August 
are now available. Please contact Michael Merriman who will be delighted to arrange copies. Other 
Bible Study materials are also available with Ian Aitken. Let the Bible feed you. 
  



  
God promises 

These resources are designed to help you explore the Bible as a family 
together at home while we can’t go to church.  Be as creative as you want 

to be and enjoy spending time with each other and with God.   

Prepare yourself… 
Lord God, 
Thank you for time we can spend with 
each other and with you. 
Thank you that you make promises to 
us and keep them. 
Help us to remember your promises. 
Thank you for your Word that reminds 
us of who you are and what you’re like. 
Be with us today as we spend time with 
each other and with you. 
Amen. 
 

Read the Bible… 
Today’s verses are found in Genesis 28:10-22.  You can read them in a Bible or find them here.  
 
Here’s a video of today’s story: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gxBulcHFBTg&t=61s 
You could try drawing a picture of what you think Jacob’s dream looked like. 

Question… 
What is the strangest dream you’ve ever 

had? 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Pray together… 
Prayer paper chain 

Cut strips of coloured paper On each strip write 
something you are thankful for. It could be for something 
you have, or enjoy, or a person, but try to come up with 
‘thank you’s that are about God. For example “thank you 

that you always keep your promises”, “thank you for 
always being there”. 

Once you’ve got lots of strips join them into a paper 
chain that you can hang somewhere in your house. Every 
time you see it say a quick thank you prayer to God. You 

can always add more throughout the week too. 

Talk together… 
o What was Jacob’s dream? 
o How did Jacob feel throughout the story? 
o What did God promise Jacob? 
o What does God promise us? 
o Have you ever made a promise or had a promise made to you? Was it kept? 
o Do you think God keeps his promises? Why/why not? 
o Do you think there’s anything we could do that would make God break his promises to us? 
The great news is that our behaviour doesn’t change God’s promises, His love, or His 
faithfulness. Jacob was not perfect, yet God kept the promises he made to give Jacob land, 
descendants and his own presence and protection. We are not perfect, but God keeps his 
promises to us.  That’s because God’s promises are based on who God is and what he’s like and 
not on our behaviour – isn’t that wonderful?! We might still face consequences of our wrong 
choices here on earth, but God’s promises still stand. 

Play together… 
Sleeping lions 

Choose one person to be the 
‘hunter’ with everyone else being  
‘lions’. The ‘lions’ lie on the floor 

with their eyes closed, as if 
sleeping.  

The ‘hunter’ then moves around 
the room trying to get the ‘lions’ to 
move. They can’t touch the ‘lions’ 
but can go close to them, tell jokes 
etc. Any ‘lion’ who moves stands 

up and joins the hunters. 

Praise together… 

Every step Nick & Becky Drake 

Goodness, love and mercy Chris 
Tomlin (turn on the captions for 
the lyrics) 

God's promises 

Make something… 
Jacob’s ladder 
Here’s directions to make your own Jacob’s ladder toy: 
Jacob's ladder If you don’t have/want to use chocolate or 
wood then you could substitute cardboard box blocks or 
foam or something else similar. 
Stone tower 
Jacob took the stone he slept on and placed it as a 
memorial to God. Collect some stones and see how high a 
tower you can build without it falling over. 


