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Ephesians 2:11-22 
Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called ‘uncircumcised’ by those 
who call themselves ‘the circumcision’ (that done in the body by human hands) – 12 remember that at 
that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the 
covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you 
who once were far away have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 
14 For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing 
wall of hostility, 15 by abolishing in his flesh the law with its commandments and regulations. His 
purpose was to create in himself one new humanity out of the two, thus making peace, 16 and in this 
one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility. 
17 He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near. 18 For 
through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit. 
19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s people and 
members of his household, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus 
himself as the chief cornerstone. 21 In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a 
holy temple in the Lord. 22 And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which 
God lives by his Spirit. 
 
In 1994, the Rwandan genocide was front-page news. Over a period of a hundred days from April to 
July 1994, some 800,000 people were slaughtered in a small African country. The majority Hutu tribe 
exercised a well-organised campaign to slaughter members of the Tutsi tribe, a tribe in the minority 
but holding most of the places of power in Rwanda. As with most of these genocide campaigns the 
stories from Rwanda are heart-wrenching to hear; they were hard to hear then and time hasn’t really 
made them any easier to bear. However, in the months after the genocide, the Tearfund magazine 
Tear Times carried a picture from Rwanda that said something like “Hutu and Tutsi, all one in Christ”; 
it was a banner being carried by the Christians from both tribes, as a demonstration of unity in the 
face of previous hatred and murder. It stayed in my mind: here was the Christian church 
demonstrating something powerful and unique in a troubled world. 
 
We live in divided world. We are divided by race, by gender, by nationality, by age, by our political 
opinions, by our sporting allegiances, by so many other aspects of life. These are a fact of life and there 
is nothing troublesome about these differences in themselves. The problems come when we allow 
these differences and divisions to turn into hatred and prejudice. We know all too well what this looks 
like in so many parts of life when people take these differences and make them the occasion for hatred 
and abuse. As a society we still have not been able to get rid of prejudice on the grounds of gender or 
colour: women are still treated as second-class citizens in so many areas of life even in the so-called 
“enlightened” Britain of 2021; black people are still the target of abuse – just ask the three black 
players who missed penalties for England in the Euro 2020 final! If you do social media, take a peek at 
the political postings and the vitriolic comments that come afterwards, then wince! 
 
The Church has an enormous part to play in creating an alternative society that has no divisions and 
no prejudice. Mind you, the Church has to bear some responsibility for the society in which we live, 
because we have not always been true to our gospel calling. There are times when the church has not 
only perpetuated divisions, but has even created them; that’s a fault and we need to hold our hands 
up and take responsibility. Today’s Bible passage is all about the new and alternative society that God 
has already created in Christ and in the gospel; we now need to live out that new society and put the 



gospel into practice in the world in which we live. If we can model this vision of people living together 
in peace and unity, then maybe the world will still be a better place. 
 
Paul is writing into the deep divisions that existed between Jew and Gentile. There was a deep hatred 
in Jewish hearts for everyone who was not a Jew; every day the Jewish man would pray, thanking God 
that “I am not a woman, a Gentile or a dog.” There was a sign in the Temple in Jerusalem between the 
outermost court where Gentiles were allowed and the next court where only Jewish men could go; 
the sign said, “Trespassers will be executed” and you were to blame for your ensuing death! Most of 
the Christians in Ephesus would be Gentiles (non-Jews), who had heard the gospel and come to 
Christian faith. But it is very likely that in the same Church there were Christians who were Jews who 
also had heard the gospel and come to faith. Did they take their life-long hostility of one another into 
the Church?  
 
Paul tells the Church three things: 
First, he knows all about their differences; he knows that the Christians in Ephesus come from different 
backgrounds and that the Gentiles would have felt excluded; the Jews had all the privileges before 
and the Gentiles had nothing. Before, they were excluded, they had no hope and no God in the world. 
Being different is OK. There is nothing wrong with difference. The world would be a very boring place 
if we were all the same. Difference is something to celebrate. We should acknowledge the different 
background and different experience of life that each of us has; we should never try to force anyone 
into a mould that says, “be like me!” 
 
Secondly, Paul describes what Jesus has done. In verses 14-18, he tells us what Jesus has done: “He is 
our peace, who has made the two one and destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility.” (verse 
14) That hostility was put to death on the cross, because on the cross Jesus died to reconcile people 
from every background to God. There is only one way to be reconciled to the God of the Bible and 
that is through Jesus Christ and Him crucified. Everyone, Jew and Gentile alike, has access to the Father 
in the same way and by the one Spirit of God. We all stand on the same ground; we are all loved by 
God in the same way; Jesus has preached peace to all of us and so we all stand together. Christians 
from Scotland, England, China, Nigeria, India, the USA, Bolivia, Cambodia – we are all reconciled to 
God in the same way and share in the same salvation. 
 
Thirdly, Christians are all fellow-citizens and family together. There is one Church, one Christian family 
in Ephesus. Christ is the cornerstone of the Church, and all of the Christians are being bult together on 
that same foundation. Later in the letter, Paul will tell them how to behave in a way that Jesus wants, 
including how to get on with each other – to forgive, be kind, love one another – and that behaviour 
is based on the notion that they are all one family together. They are to be that one family, sharing 
more in common than the differences that might drive them apart, demonstrating that sense of 
oneness and peace that they share in common. 
 
All of this was behind that banner from Rwanda. This is how Church should be today. Church should 
be a safe place for anybody to come and find a sense of belonging. Church should be the place where 
we can share different political views and still be brothers and sisters. Church should be the family 
that embraces people with all different colours of skin, a place where men and women are equally 
valued, and no-one is made to feel second-class. Sadly, church has not always been the family we have 
been called to be: vitriol and abuse, gossip, lying, prejudice, envy and jealousy have all been part of 
church life at times; we have been no different from the world around us and the light of Christ in us 
has burned very dimly if not gone out altogether. 



We are God’s family together; Jesus has saved us all in the same way; we come to God in the same 
way. It all begins with the way in which we think. If we think like this, then that will shape the way in 
which we behave. We are God’s family together: so, there should be forgiveness rather than 
resentment and retribution; there should be acceptance and grace rather than prejudice and 
discrimination; there should be patience and kindness rather than envy and hatred; there should be a 
place for everyone at the table, rather than some feeling excluded and that they don’t belong. Being 
family together in Jesus is something to celebrate, rejoicing in all that makes us different yet rejoicing 
in all that makes us one. Being family together in Jesus is something that stands out in a world that it 
full of division, vitriol, abuse and hatred. Perhaps today, there is no more powerful witness to Jesus 
today than the church which lives our day-to-day life like the united family that Jesus has reconciled 
us into and has called us to be. 
 
Prayer: Father, thank You that Jesus is our peace, that we are all reconciled to You by Jesus when He 
died on the cross; thank You that He has brought to all of us the good news of peace and that for all of 
our differences, we are part of Your family together, the same Spirit in all of us. Lord, help us to be 
reconciled to one another and to live from day to day as the one family You have made us in Jesus. We 
are family; help us to live as family.  
 
Day by day, dear Lord of you 
Three things I pray: 
To see you more clearly, 
To love you more dearly, 
To follow you more nearly, 
Day by day. 
 
Please take time during the week to pray for the people referred to in these topics:  

 For people who are the victims of prejudice and abuse: people abused because of their colour, 
and for an end to racism in our society; people who are second-class citizens because they are 
women, and for an end to sexism in our society. For the church to lead the way… 

 For people who have a deep sense of longing to belong: they are rootless and lost; perhaps 
they have no family, or live on their own, or are wandering spiritually looking for faith and 
meaning; Lord, lead them to the church and help them to find belonging with us. 

 For people who have contracted Covid and are in hospital, that they make a good recovery; 
those NHS staff who are caring for them. 

 For people who mourn because a loved one has died; help them to find comfort and peace; 
for the process of grief that goes on and for those who feel the effects of lockdown on their 
deepest emotions and feelings of loss, even if that lasts for years. 

 For the continued roll-out of the vaccine to be efficient and effective, reaching the people who 
need it most; for the vaccine to make people safe, as promised; for people who don’t see the 
need to be vaccinated to consider their safety and the safety of others. 

 For the next stages in Covid regulations in Scotland, that we may find the right balance and 
may keep people safe; prevent people from being reckless and inspire people to be kind and 
considerate towards others.  

 For people who are still isolating, still spending time on their own again and feeling afraid; for 
people in care homes, beginning to meet family again, and the staff who care for them. For 
the anxiety created by any kind of social contact; for the gaps left in the social interaction of 
many people, adding to their sense of isolation. 

 For Scripture Union events, Day Camps at each of the sites run by SU, for missions in local 
churches and communities the length and breadth of Scotland, for the few activity camps that 
are taking place. 



 For the Church of Scotland, wrestling with the aftermath of the General Assembly, to have in 
our hearts a sense of mission, looking to bring the good news of Jesus to the people of 
Scotland!  

 For Churches, some buildings open and some still closed; help them to care for all of their 
people; may the technology be a lifeline for lots of people; help churches across Scotland to 
be a light in their community and share the light of Jesus with others. 

 For Juniper Green Church as we take stock of what we did in June; help us to find the best way 
forward and discover what happens next. Help us to see how we can shape the mission of the 
church in our communities. 

 For people we know… 
 This week, take time to think about these words and pray them into your own heart: “A gentle 

answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.” (Proverbs 15:1) 
 

Here are some links to hymns you might know and love: 
 
How great Thou art   How Great Thou Art - Spring Harvest [with lyrics] - YouTube 
We are the church together  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Weugc4TPwrM 
Behold the lamb (communion hymn) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ACHPwx7EGQA 
Be still for the presence of the Lord Be Still For The Presence Of The Lord - Lyric Video - YouTube 
When I survey the wondrous cross https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4_fvFfPqjO4 
 
Remember the prayer e-mail line at prayerjgpc@gmail.com  
 
Some other resources: 
 Each Sunday at 10.30am, we will have a short time together using Zoom; a link has been sent out 

in the e-mail with this update which should enable you to join in. 
 This reflection is available on our own church website under the “sermons” tab and there is an 

archive of sermon material there for you to read and links to the video reflections – 
www.jgpc.org.uk  

 If you have a smartphone, a tablet or an i-pad, the Bible2020 app will give you a short bible reading 
each day (from the Scottish Bible Society) 

 Scripture Union daily bible readings can be found at 
https://content.scriptureunion.org.uk/wordlive  

 The Church of Scotland website has prayers and reflections from the Moderator and details of lots 
of on-line streamed church services - https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/  

 Claremont Church in East Kilbride are making services available over a phone line: here are the 
contact details which you can share with people who are not on line: Sunday Services @ 10:30 - 
same details every week 020 3937 2973;  PIN:  352 598 857#  

 
DAILY BIBLE STUDY MATERIALS - New issues of “Word For Today" and "Word For You" Booklets for 
August, September and October are now available. Please contact Michael Merriman who will be 
delighted to arrange copies. Other Bible Study materials are also available with Ian Aitken. Let the 
Bible feed you.     

 


