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Luke 4:14-30 
Jesus – the story of Advent 

 
Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the 
whole countryside. 15 He taught in their synagogues, and everyone praised him. 16 He went 
to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the 
synagogue, as was his custom. He stood up to read. 17 The scroll of the prophet Isaiah was 
handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written: 
18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 
    because he has anointed me 
    to preach good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 
    and recovery of sight for the blind, 
to release the oppressed, 
19     to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.” 
20 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of 
everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him. 21 He began by saying to them, ‘Today this 
scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.’ 
22 All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his lips. ‘Isn’t 
this Joseph’s son?’ they asked. 23 Jesus said to them, ‘Surely you will quote this proverb to me: 
“Physician, heal yourself! Do here in your home town what we have heard that you did in 
Capernaum.”’ 24 ‘I tell you the truth,’ he continued, ‘no prophet is accepted in his home town. 
25 I assure you that there were many widows in Israel in Elijah’s time, when the sky was shut 
for three and a half years and there was a severe famine throughout the land. 26 Yet Elijah 
was not sent to any of them, but to a widow in Zarephath in the region of Sidon. 27 And there 
were many in Israel with leprosy in the time of Elisha the prophet, yet not one of them was 
cleansed – only Naaman the Syrian.’ 
28 All the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard this. 29 They got up, drove 
him out of the town, and took him to the brow of the hill on which the town was built, in order 
to throw him down the cliff. 30 But he walked right through the crowd and went on his way. 
 
We’re in the synagogue in Nazareth. The atmosphere is electric. The visiting preacher for the 
day is the local boy who has come home for a time; we’ve heard so much about Him, about 
His teaching, but most of all we have heard about His miracles, and we’re delighted to have 
the chance to meet Him in person. Nazareth was the place where Jesus grew up: it is not a 
big place, not a rich place, but it was home for Jesus, at least for a time. We remembered His 
family: His father Joseph was the village carpenter for a time, remembered by those people 
for whom he did some work, and we remember Jesus as Joseph’s son. The synagogue 
congregation is full of anticipation – what will He be like? What will He say? Will He perform 
any miracles while He is here? 
 
The visiting preacher’s first task is to read the Bible. The scroll with Isaiah in it is handed to 
Jesus and He finds the piece He wants to read. He reads the opening part of what we now call 
Isaiah chapter 61: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me…” (Luke 4:18) This piece of Isaiah is clearly 
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about the Messiah, the Special One whom God would send to save the world. Here described 
is the work that God is calling the Messiah to do, work that is set out by the prophet looking 
forward to the time when all the prophecies will be completed. Jesus has finished the reading 
and He hands back the scroll; the congregation settles down to listen to the sermon, to the 
preacher explain what this piece of Bible is all about. The teacher sits down to teach the 
people and they seem to be ready to listen. 
 
These Bible verses set out Messiah’s mission. There are five lines to explain what He has come 
to do. He has come to transform people’s lives. People are poor; some are in prison; others 
are blind; some are oppressed, and the nation needs to know the favour of God on their lives. 
None of this is necessarily new or controversial; perhaps it is what the people expected to 
hear, and Jesus begins to explain that this is Messiah’s mission. People’s lives will be 
transformed when the Messiah comes: things will be different, better, when God finally sends 
His Messiah to Israel. The people expect that; the poor look forward to it with hope in their 
hearts because they have a sense that life will be better. 
 
Then Jesus changes the focus: “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” (verse 21) All 
that Isaiah says about the Messiah, is true of Jesus. Jesus is Messiah. He is the One whom God 
has sent into the world to transform people’s lives. When you read the stories of Jesus in the 
gospels, you certainly see that happen: lots of lives were changed by Jesus, transformed by 
His grace and His power. People who were downtrodden and disadvantaged, people in prison 
to their past, their sins, their fears, people who were blind both physically or spiritually, 
people who were oppressed in some way or another – they all found their lives transformed 
by Jesus. This is what He came to do for people, and He lived up to His promise. So many 
people were glad to have met Jesus. There is a sense of God’s favour resting on the nation 
because Jesus is here. Fast forward two thousand years, this is our mission in Jesus’ name: we 
are to care for people in need and to see lives transformed by the same grace and power of 
Jesus. The church’s mission is to tell the story of Jesus, to proclaim the good news of what He 
has done and to show His love and grace in action by the kind of people that we are and by 
the things that we do. This is why we care for people who are struggling, to call them on the 
phone, or knock on their door; this is why we raise money for Tearfund; this is why we do this 
service today and support the Salvation Army as they help people who are poor, 
disadvantaged in life. We do it because Jesus did it and we want to walk in His footsteps. 
 
But then the atmosphere changed in Nazareth. Jesus began to talk about the width of 
Messiah’s ministry. Who is Messiah for? Up to this point, the Messiah was for home-town 
Jews like the good people of Nazareth, even if their faith was somewhat lacking. The home-
town Jews were the people that Messiah had come to save. They were to receive God’s 
blessing; it was for them and them alone! But Jesus challenged that and the people who were 
saying good things about the local-boy preacher, turned nasty. Why did they turn nasty? 
Because He suggested that the gospel was wider than just home-town Jews. Jesus did that by 
telling them two Old Testament stories, one from the days of Elijah and one from Elisha, both 
stories featuring Gentiles, non-Jews! God blessed these Gentiles; God’s grace was at work in 
their lives. This appalled the good Jews of Nazareth. They couldn’t cope with the idea that the 
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good news was for people other than them, that somehow Messiah would be for the whole 
world. They tried to throw Jesus off the nearest cliff! 
 
The Season of Advent gives us four weeks to think about the coming of Jesus and what His 
coming means. First of all, Advent reminds us that the story is all about Jesus. He is the centre 
of the story. In the Church of Scotland, we’re coming to a point in December when the story 
that we hear will be about the Church itself and plans to reshape Church leadership and 
ministry. That will be important for all of us, but we need to remember in Advent that the big 
story for us is all about Jesus. It is Jesus’ story we need to hear, and it is Jesus’ story we need 
to tell. No matter the shape of the Church, Jesus is still Lord, Jesus is still Saviour, Jesus still 
transforms broken lives. This is the centre of our faith; this is what we live to tell the world! 
 
Then, secondly, we need to remember who Jesus is for! Jesus is for everyone. That’s why, for 
years now, we have spent money on Christmas cards and delivered them to every house in 
our parish area, because Jesus is not just for home-town Christians; Jesus is for everyone. 
Jesus is for people who live in our street, but who don’t want to know anything about religion; 
Jesus is for everyone in the some 2500 homes in Juniper Green, Baberton Mains and Hailes. 
Jesus is for people in our city that perhaps refined society might describe as “disreputable”, 
but who are people made in the image of God, capable of love and needing love and so Karen 
is here because in the next two weeks, the Salvation Army will deliver presents to a whole 
host of families in need, and this will be their Christmas present. The gospel extends across 
the world; the gospel is for everyone; the gospel is not just for us and people like us. 
 
We’re doing Advent a little differently because of Covid. There are things we have to do in a 
different way, like this Gift Service – it is earlier so that the heap of toys can sit for a while 
before the Salvation Army volunteers work with them. There are some services we will do on 
Zoom because of the Covid restrictions on our building and particularly the need to clean it 
between times. But these two lessons we will still learn and heed: the Advent story is all about 
Jesus, and Jesus is for everyone. Take time this Advent to focus your faith on Jesus; does your 
faith need a re-focus because you have wandered away, or become distracted, or something 
else has been the focus of your Christian life? Focus your faith on Jesus; He is able to help and 
save you. Take time to look outwards, to share the story with someone else, either by telling 
the story or by sharing the love of Jesus by being kind to someone. It might be something 
quite simple, but in some way will share the grace and the love of Jesus. “What is good news 
for me, whoever I may be is equally good news for me to pass on to my neighbour, whoever 
my neighbour may be.” (Wilcock) 


