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Advent – The Big Story 
 

Read John 1:1-5, 14 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He 
was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing 
was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 5 
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the 
glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 
Today we read the Big Story of Christmas. It is a big story in 3 ways. 
 
First of all, we’ve tried to read the whole story all at once. Christmas services so often will 
focus in on one part of the story and we’ll think about that small piece of the story; that’s fine. 
But today we’ve tried to read all of the story so that you can catch the drift of every part of 
that story. We started from the time, hundreds of years before Jesus, when people began to 
talk about the coming of a King, the coming of Messiah, from the time when people started 
to dream of a new world when God would intervene and save His people. These prophecies 
and dreams gave people hope that God had not forgotten them and that one day He would 
keep these promises. The Big Story is hundreds of years in the making and we see God at work 
to make it all happen: the events that Matthew and Luke narrate are the outcome of these 
promises and the climax of so much hope and anticipation. 
 
But this story is a big story in another way: Read John 1:1-5, 14 This is that! John doesn’t tell 
us the stories of angels and shepherds, of Bethlehem and wise men, but he looks at that whole 
story from a different viewpoint. It is the same story but John takes us away from the story 
itself, special though it is, and adds a whole new dimension. The baby born in the stable is the 
Word about whom John writes; He is the eternal God, with God, was God, from the beginning. 
The baby born in Bethlehem is the Word become human; Jesus is a real human being and 
really God at one and the same time, “The word became flesh and lived among us. ” The birth 
of every baby is special, but not every baby is heralded by angels and is the outcome of an 
800-year old promise. Jesus is God come into the world; God become human for us.  
 
There is one more reason why we can call this the Big Story. This story lasts forever. It 
happened 2000 years ago, but it’s impact is still being felt today, in our world and in our lives. 
Jesus came to save the world and He is still able to save us completely; He is still the world’s 
Saviour though in many ways the world still refuses to recognise that. People were drawn to 
Jesus by His grace and by His sense of values and people are still drawn to Jesus in exactly the 
same way. Some learned to believe and trust Jesus for their lives, to live by faith, and still 
today people are learning faith, to believe and to trust Jesus with their lives. 
 
The Big story becomes our story when we say “Yes” to Jesus in our own voice, beginning to 
believe, to trust, and to live by faith in the Son of God, who loved us and gave Himself for us. 
Why do we tell the story? Well, it’s a nice story that is part of our Christian tradition; it is what 
we do at Christmas; Christmas wouldn’t be the same without it. But that’s not why we tell it! 
We tell it so that people can say “yes” to Jesus in response to the story, so that we can believe 
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and have hope in our hearts. Hear the story and renew your faith; say “yes” to Jesus all over 
again; hear the story and say “Yes” to Jesus for the very first time, expressing a faith that 
you’ve just discovered, a new hope in your heart. 
 
We’ve told you a Big Story because we’ve told you nearly all of it all at once. It is a Big Story 
because it is about the eternal God coming into the world in Jesus. It is a Big Story because it 
lasts forever and is still having an impact on our world today. Believe the story and more 
believe the One who stands at the heart of the story, Jesus Christ, our Saviour, our King. 


