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Friends, 
 
 
Loneliness is a feeling that 

many of us have experienced during 
the challenges of the last couple of 
years. Lockdown meant that we 
couldn’t meet with others and could 
become isolated, particularly those who 
live on their own. Some of us continue 
to have to self-isolate to avoid 
spreading COVID or because we have 
travelled to or from another country. It 
isn’t just physical isolation that can 
cause loneliness - those going through 
difficult, and in some cases traumatic, 
experiences can feel alone as no one 
else can relate to their experience.  
 
As a church, being unable to meet 
together to worship in person has been 
hard for many of us. We have been 
thankful for the opportunities that 
technology has offered to meet with 
others virtually but seeing someone on 
a screen doesn’t compare to seeing 
them in person and some have been 
excluded through lack of access.  
 
But through all of these times when we 
feel on our own the Bible tells us that 
we are never alone. I have found 
myself turning to the words of 
Zephaniah 3:17 many times recently. 
They remind us that there is nowhere 
we can go that God is not with us – He 
is there with us and celebrates with us 
when we experience the joys of life but 
he is also with us when we struggle, 
when we feel lost or alone. When 
something bad happens in our lives it 
can feel like God has abandoned us but 
His word shows us this isn’t the case. 
We shouldn’t equate the presence of 
God with a good mood or a pleasant 
temperament. God is near whether we 
are happy or not.  
 

We might not feel that it applies to us 
but God does not play favourites and 
the Bible tells us that God is with you! 
Whoever we are, whatever our 
background or situation, all people can 
enjoy God’s presence. 
 
As we have reopened the church 
building it has been great to be able to 
meet people in person, even if it is 
socially distanced and behind masks, 
and the opportunities for fellowship and 
worship together will continue to return 
but being able to be physically together 
doesn’t mean that feelings of loneliness 
will go away. When we feel alone, 
wherever we are, we can turn to God in 
our pain in the sure and certain 
knowledge that he is right there beside 
us and will never leave us on our own.  
 
“Do not be afraid or terrified … for the 
Lord your God goes with you; he will 
never leave you nor forsake you” 
Deuteronomy 31:6 
    
Martin,  
Session Clerk 
 
  

CHURCH NEWS 
 
We hope to return to normal 
Church News distribution from the 
Christmas Issue. If you would like 
to remain only getting a digital 
version then please email 
jgchurchnews@gmail.com and you 
will be added to the digital 
distribution list.  
 
Thanks 
 

Alison Robertson  

mailto:jgchurchnews@gmail.com


 
TREASURER’S  

REPORT 
 

 
 
Church of Scotland National Giving 
Day 
A report from the Church of Scotland 
stated: “Congregations have been 
encouraged by the General Assembly to 
participate in a church-wide National 
Giving Day at a time of their choosing 
over the season of Harvest 2021. The 
aim is to provide people of all ages an 
opportunity to reflect on God’s presence 
with us through these changing times and 
to offer gifts of thanksgiving back to God.”  
 
As our participation in this initiative, a 
leaflet is included with the Church News 
on how and why you should demonstrate 
your commitment to your Church. On 
Sunday, 31

st
 October there will be a 

special service to thank you for your 
additional Giving to alleviate the pressure 
on the Church finances that have 
occurred over the last 18 months. 
Hopefully, in addition, COVID-19 
allowing, there will be a special time to 
meet as a church family in the main hall 
after the service for refreshments. 
 
Thank you for your ongoing commitment 
to Juniper Green Parish Church and for 
the work that it carries out in the local 
community and beyond 
 

R Douglas Buchanan, 
Treasurer 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Choir 
 
 

O come, and let us to the Lord 
In songs our voices raise, 

With joyful noise let us the Rock 
Of our salvation praise. 

 
It is good news that we will very soon 
be able to praise the Lord in song 
together. Even although we might be 
singing behind a mask, we can rejoice 
that a beginning of normality is 
occurring. 
 

“O come and let us worship him 
Let us bow down 

And on our knees before the Lord 
Our Maker lets us fall” Psalm 95 

 
Florence Kinnear 
 
 

PETER BRUCE 
 
 

Many in the congregation were 
saddened to hear of the death of Peter 
Bruce, who died on August 30th. Peter 
had been a member of the 
congregation for many years and had 
been a loyal and dedicated servant of 
Christ and the church throughout that 
time, including being ordained as an 
elder in 1974 and serving as a member 
of the Kirk Session for 30 years. Even 
in later years Peter still continued to 
serve the church diligently finding 
readers ever Sunday to share the Bible 
message. Peter will be very much 
missed within the congregation and his 
smile and sense of humour will be 
fondly remembered by many of us who 
had the honour of calling him a friend. 
We pray for Jean and their family as 
they mourn. 
 
Martin Elliot 



Jungle Adventure 2021 
Wow, what a week! Holiday club this 
year took place outdoors from 26

th
 – 

30
th
 July in the grounds of Heriot Watt 

University. We had a wonderful space 
next to the Chaplaincy building that 
gave us open space, access into the 
woodland area and, quite importantly, 
access to toilets in the building! We are 
very grateful to Heriot Watt and the 
Chaplaincy team for allowing us to use 
their space. This was our first larger 
event since COVID hit, and it was full of 
joy. Falling under Youthwork guidelines 
meant that by the time the club began 
we didn’t have to social distance from 
each other which made things a lot 
easier. We still had increased 
precautions and added safety 
measures, but it was wonderful to be 
part of something that felt “normal”.  

 
 
Our team was made up of 10 adult 
leaders, 1 trainee and 2 young leaders. 
Gathered from several churches, united 
through Christ and in our longing to 
serve Him and tell children about His 
greatness.  A massive thank you has to 
go to them, without them we wouldn’t 
have had holiday club this year and 
they worked so hard during the week to 
make the experience the best it could 
be. We had 24 children join us for the 
week and they were amazing. Full of 
life, energy and enthusiasm. They 
threw themselves wholeheartedly into 

everything we did and came running in 
each morning with big smiles on their 
faces. When Friday came, they were all 
asking for more days together! 
 
In the run up to and throughout the 
event we saw God at work; through 
provision of the space, to lessening 
restrictions, to the exact number of 
team we needed, spaces to be filled 
and for all our resources, God was 
there. We prayed for good or at least 
dry weather and God heard our plea. 
On the Tuesday and Wednesday there 
was forecast to be thunderstorms and 
heavy rain, but they never came. Whilst 
we were out on Tuesday afternoon 
buying more tarpaulins and considering 
how to make best use of the space 
while staying as dry as possible, we 
prayed that God would change the 
weather to not be as bad as the 
forecast and God did far beyond what 
we had hoped for. Perhaps ironically, 
our story for Wednesday was Jesus 
calming the storm! It was a special 
moment to tell that story then explain 
that the same God who calmed that 
storm 2000 years ago, was the same 
today and had calmed a storm for us 
too.  

 
The children were full of questions 
about God and the Bible and it was 
lovely to provide an opportunity for 
them to ask those questions and try to 
think through together what the 



answers might be. Being outdoors 
meant we could explore and respond to 
the stories in different ways, using 
nature to help us. On Friday we were 
able to act out the story of Peter’s 
denial around a real fire, just as it would 
have happened at the time.  
 

 
 
At the end of each morning we gave 
away a craft bag for them to take home 
and do with their families in the 
afternoon. This was our way of 
reaching out to the wider family, hoping 
and praying that as they did the crafts 
there would be talk of the Bible stories 
and of God as they created together. 
We don’t know how many of these 
were used or will be used in the coming 
weeks, but our prayer is still that they 
will serve as a reminder of who God is 
and what they heard about Him. Thank 
you to those who helped put those 
packs together. 
 
One of the highlights for me has to be 
singing with the children. On the first 
day they joined in but it was tentative, 
quieter. Well, by the end of the week 
no-one was shy about singing! I had 
planned to do one song each day, 
maybe two at the most, after all we 
weren’t used to singing together and 
we had no musical accompaniment to 
drown out any wrong notes! But once 
we got singing they didn’t want to stop! 
Three or four songs were sung each 
day, with actions! One morning the 
children didn’t want the adults to join in, 

they wanted to perform for us. What 
ensued was chaotic and loud, but such 
a heart-warming moment as all these 
children stood in front of us with huge 
smiles on their faces, shouting at the 
top of their voices and doing actions 
that God is king over everything, 
including them. An incredible moment 
that I will remember for a long time. 
 
Thank you to all of you who prayed. It 
was reassuring to know that as we met 
with the children there were people 
praying for us behind the scenes. I 
likely will never know the number of 
people who were praying for us but 
thank you if you were one of them.  
Thanks too to all those who helped us 
out with resources, they were very 
much appreciated and we are grateful 
to you.  
 
I wish you could all have been there to 
see what Holiday Club was like and to 
rejoice with us in all that happened, but 
I hope the video of photos that we’ve 
put together gives you a little insight 
into what fun we had together. I’m so 
thankful for having had the opportunity 
to lead Holiday Club again this year. 
Despite the challenges it was a delight 
to be there, to see the children’s happy 
faces, see the incredible team shining 
their lights, and most of all to see God 
at work. All the glory and highest praise 
must go to Him, who is faithful and 
loving and good. 
 

Heather Merriman 

 

 

 

 



The Green Strollers 
 

This has been a fairly 
challenging year for the 

Strollers, with virtually no face-to-face 
contact. 
 

However, with September now upon us 
and the restrictions being gradually 
lifted, it is time to set a date for our first 
walk of the season.  I have been in 
contact with a number of Strollers and 
the consensus appears to be that it is 
time to start strolling again. I will 
arrange a suitable time with the 
volunteer leaders and be in contact 
very soon.  
 

It seems appropriate to once again end 
with the greeting ... 
 

'Happy Strolling'! 
 

Jeanette Campbell 
 
LADIES BADMINTON 

 
We resume after our 

break due to the COVID pandemic on 
Wednesday, 6th October in Hall 1 at 
10.00am until 12.15pm. If anyone 
would like to join us, you would be 
made most welcome. Our play won’t 
reach Olympic standards, but it is fun. 
Just come along and join in.  

 

Further details are available from 
Alison Buchanan  
 

GUILD OF FRIENDSHIP 
 

As things stand at the moment the 
committee feel that the time is not quite 
right yet for the Guild of Friendship to 
start. We are keeping an eye on 
restrictions and hopefully we will be 
able to meet sometime in the future. 
When we do meet we will be in Hall 1.   
Stay safe and well until we meet again. 
Best wishes.  
Riona 

If anyone has little 
blue tubs which you 
would like to be 

collected, contact me and I will collect 
them.  
 
I was able to send a cheque for £45.00 
on the 4

th
 January and also one on the 

4
th
 April for £31.70 to the Mission, 

which is remarkable considering the 
circumstances. 
Thank you 
 

Rita Brownlie 
 
 

 
SAFEGUARDING 

 
Earlier this year, 
Maureen Heathwood 

intimated that she planned to step 
down as the congregation’s 
Safeguarding Co-ordinator. The Kirk 
Session would like to thank Maureen 
for the diligent, helpful and friendly 
service that she has provided to the 
congregation in the role over the last 16 
years. 
  
We are pleased that Alastair Elliot has 
agreed to take on the role of 
Safeguarding Co-ordinator going 
forward. Some of those involved in 
work with children or vulnerable groups 
will have already been contacted by 
Alastair and anyone with questions 
about safeguarding can contact 
Alastair. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 

FUNERALS 
“I am Resurrection and the 

life” 
 

      July   Mr James Hair 
 
13

th
 September  Mr Peter Bruce 

 
 
Our thoughts and 
prayers are with Jim 
and Jean Dewar 
and all their family 
at this very difficult 

time. 
 

My family and I would 
like to thank everyone 
for the cards, phone 
calls, texts, flowers 
and donations of 
baking sent to us 

following the sudden death of Bill. 
Your prayers and thoughts at this very 
difficult time in our lives have been 
much appreciated. Thank you. 
Caroline McKenzie 
 

 
 

Maureen and Richard 
Heathwood  who  

celebrated their Golden 
Wedding Anniversary 

on 6
th
 August. 

 
Ian Aitken who 

celebrated his 80th 
birthday on 27

th
 August. 

 

BIBLE READING 
 
Regularly reading the Bible is 

an essential part of anyone’s 
journey of Faith, reflecting daily 
on God’s Word.  
 
During the ongoing lockdown, the Bible 
reading material Michael Merriman who 
will be delighted to arrange copies of 
any of the following – 
 
“Our Daily Bread” Booklet: The new 
issue for September, October, and 
November is now available. 
 
“Word For Today” Booklet and 
“Word For You Today” Booklet for 
Young People. 
 
Please contact Ian Aitken who will be 
delighted to arrange copies of the 
following: 
 
“Every Day with Jesus” Booklet: The 
new issue for September and October 
2021 is now available. 
 
 Nurture Team 
 
“... from the beginning God chose you 

to be saved 
through the sanctifying work of the 

Spirit and through 
belief in the truth.” 

2 Thessalonians 2 v 13 
 
 
 
 
  
 

  

Family News 
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WHO’S  WHO 
 

CONTACT    NAME      
 
Minister    Rev James S Dewar  
Session Clerk    Martin Elliot    
Temporary Treasurer   Douglas Buchanan   
Beadle     George Anderson   
Bereavement Care Team  Jim Dewar    
Catering    Sandy Watt    
Christian Action Team   Jean Dewar    
Church Halls Cleaning Team  Elaine Wilson    
Church Secretary   Alison Robertson         
Crèche     Vacancy   
Flower Convener   Hilda McNeil    
Freewill Offering Administrator  Lesley Grieve    
Fresh Start Organiser   Marjorie Hope    
Garden Team Co-ordinator  Jean Dewar     
Gift Aid Treasurer   Vacancy 
Girlguiding District Commissioner Jean Dewar     
Green Strollers Walking Group  (Jeanette Campbell      
     (Beth Walker   
Global Church Co-ordinator  Fiona Elliot    
Guild of Friendship    Margaret Woodrow   
Halls Convener    Alison Robertson  
Kids’ Church    Vacancy  
Ladies Badminton Club   Alison Buchanan   
Leprosy Mission   Rita Brownlie    
Magazine Distribution   Isabel Campbell    
MSM     Martin Elliot    
Nurture Team    Michael Merriman   
Open Door Café & Toddlers’ Group Inez Paisley    
Organist and Choirmaster  Florence Kinnear   
Prayer Team    Yvonne Hunter    
Joint Property Conveners  (Alison Robertson         

(John McKellar   
Recordings of Church Service  Sandra Paulin     
Roll Keeper    Isabel Campbell    
Safeguarding    Alastair Elliot   
Youth Group    Alison Robertson        
Church Office is open on Friday mornings 9.30 – 11.30am   458 5147 

 
Church Website: www.jgpc.org.uk, 

Email: jgpc@supanet.com 

Facebook – Juniper Green Parish Church 


