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Daniel 6:6-16 
Exceptional Character 

 
So the administrators and the satraps went as a group to the king and said: “O King Darius 
live forever! 7 The royal administrators, prefects, satraps, advisers and governors have all 
agreed that the king should issue an edict and enforce the decree that anyone who prays to 
any god or man during the next thirty days, except to you, O King, shall be thrown into the 
lions’ den. 8 Now, O King, issue the decree and put it in writing so that it cannot be altered—
in accordance with the laws of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be repealed.” 9 So King 
Darius put the decree in writing. 
 
10 Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he went home to his upstairs 
room where the windows opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a day he got down on his 
knees and prayed, giving thanks to his God, just as he had done before. 11 Then these men 
went as a group and found Daniel praying and asking God for help. 12 So they went to the 
king and spoke to him about his royal decree: “Did you not publish a decree that during the 
next thirty days anyone who prays to any god or man except to you, O King, would be thrown 
into the lions’ den?” The king answered, “The decree stands—in accordance with the laws of 
the Medes and Persians, which cannot be repealed.” 
 
13 Then they said to the king, “Daniel, who is one of the exiles from Judah, pays no attention 
to you, O king, or to the decree you put in writing. He still prays three times a day.” 14 When 
the king heard this, he was greatly distressed; he was determined to rescue Daniel and made 
every effort until sundown to save him. 15 Then the men went as a group to King Darius and 
said to him, “Remember, O king, that according to the law of the Medes and Persians no 
decree or edict that the king issues can be changed.” 16 So the king gave the order, and they 
brought Daniel and threw him into the lions’ den. The king said to Daniel, “May your God, 
whom you serve continually, rescue you!” 
 
Which is more important – character or achievements? What is the measure of our lives? Our 
society and culture measures greatness by our achievements, our successes in life. Greatness 
is measured by the length of your CV and the successes that you can list for yourself. Success 
is measured by the size of your bank balance, or the grand house that you live in, or the car 
that you drive, or the designer labels that you wear. I suppose there is nothing new in that; 
maybe our world has always judged success by our achievements; by that measure would 
your life be crowned as a success or a failure? But there is another measure – our character. 
Are you a good person? Do you have the qualities of love in your heart? Are you honest, a 
person of integrity? These are different questions and different measures! 
 
“They could find no corruption in him, because he was trustworthy and neither corrupt nor 
negligent.” (verse 4) This is Daniel. There are two tracks playing out in the background of 
today’s story of Daniel. One track comes from the King, Darius: Darius wants to find someone 
to be the administrator of his whole kingdom and the person he admires most and wants to 
promote is Daniel, “distinguished… by his exceptional qualities.” (verse 3) You can’t have a 
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higher opinion of anyone than Darius had of Daniel! So, he plans to promote Daniel to the top 
job. But the second track comes from the people Daniel would be promoted over, who didn’t 
like the idea because Daniel was a foreigner. They try to find something in Daniel to bring him 
down, a charge that they could lay against him to break him and to spoil his promotion. But 
“they could find no corruption in him, because he was trustworthy and neither corrupt nor 
negligent.” (verse 4) Daniel doesn’t do anything wrong; he misses nothing out; he looks after 
everything. In the end, they decide that it has to be his faith; that is his weak spot! Character 
or achievements – which is it to be? 
 
These men go to the King and appeal to his pride. “Pass a law”, they say. “Make it about 
prayer; nobody is allowed to pray to any god other than you for the next thirty days.” This law 
is just to trap Daniel. The king is suitably buttered up and passes the law: no prayer is allowed 
to anyone other than the king, on penalty of death being eaten by the lions! The laws of the 
Medes and Persians were proverbial – once made they could not be unmade. The trap is set. 
What would Daniel do? 
 
Daniel “went home to his upstairs room… Three times a day he got down on his knees and 
prayed… just as he had done before.” (verse 10) The key part of that verse is “just as he had 
done before” – nothing has changed for Daniel. The principles by which he lived his life before, 
are the principles by which he lives his life now under pressure. He doesn’t water down his 
character or his relationship with God because he might be afraid of his enemies. Even when 
people around him are hostile, he stands by the principles of his life and continues to pray; 
he stands by the principles of his life and continues to be a man of faith, trusting God and 
expressing that faith when he prays. That means, of course, that he is arrested and, much to 
the king’s dismay, is thrown into the pit of lions that the king keeps for hunting. Miraculously, 
Daniel comes out unharmed, while his wicked accusers die in the same pit. Character or 
achievements – which matters more? 
 
It is Daniel’s character that stands out in the whole of his story. From beginning to end, Daniel 
stands out as the best of people, full of good qualities. His character is recognised by the 
powerful people of the story, as well as by those who want to bring him down. He is a good 
man, even when people around him are hostile. I read this quote: “Daniel lived his life inside 
out.” (J Philip) The qualities and the character inside the man come out in the way that he 
lives and behaves; he does good things because he is a good man; he behaves well on the 
outside because he is a good man inside. Strengthened by the grace of God, Daniel’s character 
is exceptional, and that doesn’t change when he faced up to troubles, trials and struggles. He 
is a good man. 
 
We’ve been looking at these stories of the exile times in Israel, trying to find clues about how 
to live by faith in our time, in our secular culture when Christian faith is pushed to the margins 
of society. In addition to that the structures of church and our religious life are falling apart, 
and the familiar landscape is changing. How do we live by faith in these days? If Daniel would 
tell us anything, he would tell us that character matters most. We are to be good people and 
continue to be good people. As people who believe in the Lord Jesus, we are to keep believing 
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in the Lord Jesus because that is a good thing to do and that is the inspiration for our good 
character. We are to believe and keep believing; we are to pray and keep praying; we are to 
walk in the Lord’s ways and be the right kind of people and keep walking in the Lord’s ways. 
Far from giving up being people of good character, we are to be people of better and better 
character. “As we did before” suggests that the good habits we have set for ourselves, we are 
to keep and continue to have and live by. 
 
Churches have character too! A few years ago, our elders discussed the DNA of our 
congregation, what the character is of our congregation and what gives us that character. We 
came up with 14 qualities that describe our church as we are. We are friendly and 
relationships are important to us; we are prayerful; we are gospel-centred, teaching the Bible; 
we are generous and service is important to us; we are local, concerned for our community. 
That kind of character of the congregation is the most important thing about us. Character 
beats structure every time, so no matter what the structures of church will be in the future, 
the character of our congregation, and indeed the character of the church as a whole, matters 
far, far more. It is the character of the church, the kind of people that we are, that will make 
an impact on our community. 
 
Quiet is a brilliant book by the American author Susan Cain. Its subtitle is “the power of 
introverts in a world that can’t stop talking”. One of the DNA qualities we identified of our 
church is that we are “modest to a fault, introvert”, yet Susan Cain makes the point that most 
of the world’s great ideas have come from people who are introvert. The world can be dazzled 
by people who put on a good show, who talk a good game, but the world will be changed by 
people of good character, living and working under the radar, but making a good impression 
by the kind of people that we are. The world will be drawn to people of good character and 
churches of good character, even if the loud culture says it wants to cancel faith! 
 
We said that Daniel “lived his life from the inside out”. What a great way to be! He was a 
person of “exceptional qualities… trustworthy and neither corrupt nor negligent.” (verses 3 
and 4) How would you like that to be said of you? That’s all about character, the kind of person 
Daniel was and the kind of people we are. What we are on the inside, that is how we are to 
live our lives on the outside. Let’s not be one thing on the inside and something quite different 
on the outside, as if we are two different people. Be people who are good on the inside, 
friendly, generous, kind, full of compassion, approachable – these are exceptional qualities – 
and then live your life on the outside being good, friendly, generous, kind, full of compassion 
and approachable. Character trumps achievement every time in the way that God looks at us 
and in the impression that we make on the world. Character trumps structure every time in 
thinking about the Church and our mission in the community. Live your life from the inside 
out and keep being people of good character; character trumps achievements every time in 
the kingdom of God. 
 


