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Daniel 9:4-11, 17-19 
Daniel’s Prayer 

 
4 I prayed to the Lord my God and confessed: 
“Lord, the great and awesome God, who keeps his covenant of love with all who love him 
and obey His commands, 5 we have sinned and done wrong. We have been wicked and have 
rebelled; we have turned away from your commands and laws. 6 We have not listened to 
your servants the prophets, who spoke in your name to our kings, our princes and our 
fathers, and to all the people of the land. 
 
7 “Lord, you are righteous, but this day we are covered with shame—the people of Judah 
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem and all Israel, both near and far, in all the countries where 
you have scattered us because of our unfaithfulness to you. 8 O Lord, we and our kings, our 
princes and our fathers are covered with shame because we have sinned against you. 9 The 
Lord our God is merciful and forgiving, even though we have rebelled against him; 10 we 
have not obeyed the Lord our God or kept the laws he gave us through his servants the 
prophets. 11 All Israel has transgressed your law and turned away, refusing to obey you… 
 
17 “Now, our God, hear the prayers and petitions of your servant. For your sake, Lord, look 
with favour on your desolate sanctuary. 18 Give ear, O God, and hear; open your eyes and 
see the desolation of the city that bears your Name. We do not make requests of you 
because we are righteous, but because of your great mercy. 19 O Lord, listen! O Lord, 
forgive! O Lord, hear and act! For your sake, O my God, do not delay, because your city and 
your people bear your Name.” 
 
I was doing some rummaging the other day. I was looking through some old papers to try to 
find something that I had written about 20 years ago. I did find it, you’ll be glad to hear. But I 
also found some other papers, in particular one piece of paper that was part of a report to 
the General Assembly at some point in the late 1980’s. I read it and thought “wow! This is 
exactly what we’re dealing with now, but more than 30 years ago, it was there, in print, for 
the church to see and hear!” Sadly, we didn’t see it or hear it then and have still not listened. 
This is not the first time that my rummaging has brought things to light that the Church should 
have seen or heard 20, 30, even 40 years ago, but we didn’t see or hear; we didn’t listen. 
Maybe if we had seen or heard these things then, or listened to the Spirit, the church in 
Scotland would be in a better place now than it is. 
 
• A Church restructured for mission 
• A Church recalled to worship 
• A Church still being reformed 
• A Church unafraid of change 
These are brilliant qualities but not the way we would describe the Church in Scotland today. 
In fact, these qualities are being touted as aspirations for the church, that this is what we 
should be. I totally agree. These qualities were presented to the church as our hopes and 
aspirations in 1978, more than 40 years ago, but we didn’t listen; we preferred to keep things 
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as they were. We said “It’s always been done this way; why change it?” Well, whatever it was 
that we liked has stopped working; in fact, it stopped working a long time ago, but we didn’t 
see, we didn’t listen! This is true of the church nationally; it is true of local congregations. We 
didn’t listen. 
 
Daniel was doing some rummaging. He might have been rummaging through his cupboard 
and he found scrolls that had been carefully brought into exile from Jerusalem. He found 
some books of the Bible that had been rescued from Jerusalem and carried with the people 
when they travelled to Babylon. Someone must have seen the value of these books and 
thought to save them from being destroyed with the city and the temple. Daniel found these 
books as he was rummaging and sat down to read them. Maybe he also found Jeremiah’s 
letter that we read last week. All that he read made a huge impression on him and moved his 
heart to pray. 
 
The book of Daniel is in two parts. The first part has all the stories of Daniel and his friends, 
their brave exploits of faith in the foreign land; we read of the fiery furnace and the lions’ den. 
The second half of Daniel is less well-known; it is read less often; it is harder to understand. 
Chapter 9 bears reading because it is Daniel’s prayer for his people and it stands out. The first 
thing that we notice about it is the word “we”: all through the first part of the book, people 
tell us that Daniel is a good man, honest, a man of integrity, upright; he was not born when 
all of these failings were part of the people’s life; but here is his prayer. Daniel is confessing 
the sins that “we” have committed. He is part of the community; he stands with his people 
before God and confesses. 
 
“We have sinned and done wrong. We have been wicked and rebelled; we have turned away 
from your commands and laws. We have not listened to your servants the prophets…” (verses 
5,6) It’s comprehensive; all of Israel’s failures are here. They have made mistakes; they have 
got things wrong; they have turned away from God (even deliberately), and they have not 
listened when God tried to call them back. It doesn’t paint a very good picture of the people 
of God, really, does it? Daniel confesses all of this to God in his prayer. More than that, he 
expresses shame “because of our unfaithfulness to you!” If ever there was a man more faithful 
to God than Daniel, he is hard to find, but Daniel confesses “our unfaithfulness” to God, 
standing with his lost and broken people. His rummaging in the Bible has allowed him to see 
why they are now in exile; God is judging them for their sin. There is no finger-pointing from 
Daniel, saying “it is their fault”; no, he embraces the spirit of repentance and leads the 
confession of “our” failures. 
 
We have been looking at some of these Bible pieces from the Exile times to see if there is 
something here for us as Church today in Scotland. It feels as if we are in exile: the structures 
of church that we have relied on are being lost and the place the church enjoyed in Scottish 
life has almost disappeared and the gospel dismissed or trivialised. This is not a time for finger-
pointing and apportioning blame, to say “it is their fault!” but this is the time to walk with 
Daniel and confess that “we” have failed to be the kind of people God wants us to be; “we” 
have not walked in Jesus’ ways as well as we should; we have forgotten to be mission people 
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looking outwards to love others; we have neglected to pray; we have  not read the Bible, it 
has been a closed book to us; we have not listened to God and we have wandered away. 
Confession hurts, but we need to confess and repent of our failures. 
 
In his rummaging through the Bible, Daniel not only found out things about the people of 
Israel, he also found out some truths about God. “The Lord our God is merciful and forgiving, 
even though we have rebelled against Him…” (verse 9) and his prayer is made up of pieces of 
the Bible that he has discovered. He knows that God loves what is right and that the failings 
of the people will have disappointed Him and made Him angry. But now, fuelled by the 
reminder that God is full of mercy and forgiveness, he prays that God will forgive. The end of 
his prayer is clear: “O Lord, listen! O Lord, forgive! O Lord, hear and act!... O my God, do not 
delay…” (verse 19) Daniel’s big concern is for God’s glory, God’s reputation: it is for “your 
sake,… Your sanctuary… Your city… Your people” (verses 17, 19) He prays that God will listen 
and act, will forgive and not delay so that His Name will be given glory and honour when the 
people are able to return home. 
 
We know that God was merciful to Daniel’s people; we know that He did forgive them their 
faults and failings; we know that they did return home to rebuild their city and their temple; 
we know that God did bless them all over again because, chief among other things, He sent 
Jesus to them. This is our hope too, that God will be merciful to us and our Church, that we 
will not simply disappear from the face of Scotland, but we will be revived, we will be given a 
new lease of life, and the gospel will continue to be heard in Scotland. We believe in a God of 
grace, but it also seems that now is the time for confession of our faults and repentance of 
our failings. 
 
Scotland needs a strong church, and we should pray for the church to be strong. But the place 
to start is to confess our faults and failings, that as God’s church we have rebelled against God 
in some ways and in other ways we have simply not listened to the Bible and the Spirit. Pray 
for God to revive the church for the church to be strong, for the church to change and for us 
to walk in the ways of the Lord Jesus. That’s Daniel’s prayer and it starts with confession: “we” 
confess our sins and faults; “we” repent of our failings and acknowledge that “we” have not 
listened. I have heard people in Juniper Green Church talk about the Church here as “they”, 
as if somehow it is other people. To speak of “they” suggests that we are finger-pointing and 
finding people to blame; “we” says that we’re all in this together. We confess and repent 
together; we hope together for God’s mercy and forgiveness.  
 
“O Lord, listen! O Lord, forgive! O Lord, hear and act!... O my God, do not delay…” (verse 19) 
 


