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Ezekiel 37:1-14 
The Dry Bones live 

 
The hand of the Lord was on me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the Lord and set me 
in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me to and fro among them, and I saw a 
great many bones on the floor of the valley, bones that were very dry. 3 He asked me, “Son of 
man, can these bones live?” I said, “Sovereign Lord, you alone know.” 
 
4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of 
the Lord! 5 This is what the Sovereign Lord says to these bones: I will make breath enter you, 
and you will come to life. 6 I will attach tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and 
cover you with skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come to life. Then you will know that 
I am the Lord.’” 7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was 
a noise, a rattling sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone. 8 I looked, and tendons 
and flesh appeared on them and skin covered them, but there was no breath in them. 
 
9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, ‘This is 
what the Sovereign Lord says: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe into these 
slain, that they may live.’” 10 So I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered them; 
they came to life and stood up on their feet—a vast army. 
 
11 Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the people of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones 
are dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.’ 12 Therefore prophesy and say to them: 
‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: My people, I am going to open your graves and bring 
you up from them; I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13 Then you, my people, will know 
that I am the Lord, when I open your graves and bring you up from them. 14 I will put my Spirit 
in you and you will live, and I will settle you in your own land. Then you will know that I the 
Lord have spoken, and I have done it, declares the Lord.’” 
 
Hope is in short supply! What do you hope for when the Covid restrictions are lifted? What 
do you hope for in the world at large, as we watch the war in Ukraine? We watch prices rise 
and the cost of living is higher today than it has been for years – what are your hopes for the 
rest of the year? The Church in Scotland is going through tough times, pushed to the margins 
of our increasingly secular society and damaged by Covid – what do you hope for the church 
in Scotland? It’s hard to answer any of these questions with a hopeful answer! Much of what 
we see around us today, drains us of hope and leaves us feeling lost, troubled, concerned. 
Where do we turn for hope? 
 
We’ve been dipping into the stories of Israel in exile, the nation taken away from home by 
the armies of Babylon, forced to live in a strange country. All of the familiar places and 
structures of life and faith were gone. The reliable world which had given life meaning and 
coherence was gone and the faith they treasured was being mocked and dismissed. They 
were living in an alien landscape; they sat and wept by the rivers of Babylon and were mocked 
by the people who took them prisoner. “our hope is gone” (verse 11) they cry! Where would 
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they find hope? Well, we’ve seen them discover that God was there with them by the rivers 
of Babylon; God has not left them helpless. They confess their sin and pray for forgiveness, 
inspired by Daniel. But they are also told to settle down there because it will take 70 years 
before exile begins to come to an end. Where are they to find any kind of hope? 
 
Well, today the mood changes. Here are the promises of God for what comes next. Ezekiel 
has a promise from God for the people. All the way through his time as a prophet, God has 
given Ezekiel pictures, stories to tell. Today, he has a picture of dry bones scattered across the 
valley floor, all very dead and dry; you can picture it, except it’s not a very attractive picture. 
God asks him a question: “Son of man, can these bones live?” (verse 3) It seems impossible, 
but the prophet is wise enough to admit that God knows best, that God knows the answer to 
His own question. As he watches, the bones come together to form skeletons and then 
bodies, and in the second phase, the bodies come to life and the valley of dry bones becomes 
a picture of living, breathing people come back to life. 
 
Ezekiel has to do 2 things. First of all, he is told to prophesy: “Dry bones, hear the word of the 
Lord.” (verse 4) God promises to make the bones come together and Ezekiel tells us that as 
he was preaching, that’s exactly what happened; the bones came together to form flesh and 
skin bodies. But there was no life in them. So, secondly he is told to pray for the Spirit to fill 
these bones with life: “Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe into these slain that 
they may live.” (verse 9) and again, as he does so they come to life, living breathing human 
beings out of the dead, dry bones. For Ezekiel and for Israel, this is a promise of a nation 
reborn: the situation is no longer hopeless, but by His promises God instills hope in their 
hearts; the nation will come to life again; they will go home! God will change things; the nation 
will be transformed; “exile is not the last word” (Brueggeman) but they will come home with 
joy in their hearts. It would take some years yet, but they have hope. God has given them 
hope. 
 
The Church in Scotland is in a poor way, generally. There are spots of life and health but by 
and large the church is pushed to the margins and is seen by many as irrelevant. The future 
Scotland has a church. I believe that because God has promised that nothing will overcome 
His Church. Jesus has not gone away; He is still with us by His Spirit. For me, the sadness is 
that we’re spending so much time talking about the organisation of the church, its structures, 
ministers, parishes – these will not revive the Church in Scotland. The Church will be revived 
when we remember to do the same 2 things as Ezekiel: that we tell people about Jesus and 
that we pray. These will revive the Church and breathe new life into God’s people. These are 
the two big life-giving challenges that we face; these are the ways by which people will come 
to faith and find their faith stronger, when we tell people the gospel and pray for the Spirit to 
inspire their hearts. There is nothing automatic about this; it is not a short-term fix, but may 
take years, but the Church in Scotland will not die when we remember to tell people about 
Jesus and when we remember to pray. 
 
December 3rd 1967 – something momentous happened on that day; I wonder if you know 
what it was. I can tell you that it took place in Cape Town, South Africa; it happened to a 53-
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year-old man called Louis Washkansky; it was done by a surgeon called Christian Barnard. It 
was the very first heart transplant operation. Mr Washkansky was given a new heart; he lived 
for 18 days after the operation and died when he contracted pneumonia. Heart transplants 
are still major operations, but are now almost routine; some 5000 are done each year across 
the world, though there are ten times that number of people on the waiting list. A diseased 
heart is replaced by a healthy one and the patient is given a new lease of life. 
 
“I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of 
stone and give you a heart of flesh. I will put my Spirit in you…” (Ezekiel 36, verses 26, 27) This 
is God’s promise in Ezekiel chapter 36. In the Bible, the heart is the place where someone 
thinks, decides and makes choices; the spirit reflects someone’s attitude, and what motivates 
us. Israel is to think differently and to act differently; their whole world needs to be 
transformed. Their “heart of stone” had been cold towards God, unresponsive, loveless; the 
new “heart of flesh” will be warm, loving, soft, ready to love God and be the kind of people 
God wanted them to be. This is the transformation that was pictured by the valley of dry 
bones, a people coming to life again, listening to God, loving God, walking in the Lord’s ways. 
 
There are two qualities that stand out as the most important Christian qualities: love God, 
love other people. That’s it. That sums up the life of the Christian. There is nothing there about 
rules and church structures, about traditions and buildings. Our hearts are to be warm and 
loving towards God and other people. This is the “new heart” of Ezekiel 36. This is the essence 
of Christian life in the gospel. Love God, love other people – that is what really count at the 
core of our being. Focus on these qualities; let these qualities flourish in your hearts. Let your 
love for God become deeper, nurtured by the Bible and prayer; let your love for other people 
become deeper inspired by the quality of love that God has for you. Express your love for God 
in worship; express your love for other people in good deeds; but let the core of your being 
be love – love for God and love for others. 
 
It is two years ago this week when we last met for worship, a full congregation, happy 
together and planning the future. These two years have been full of Covid and as a result have 
been anxious, fearful, and our sense of hope has been taxed to the limit by Covid and by other 
events. At the end of Ephesians, Paul’s prayer is “grace to all who love our Lord Jesus Christ 
with an undying love.” (Ephesians 6:24) That would be my prayer for all of us, that our love 
for the Lord Jesus will never die, that nothing would undermine that love, because Jesus’ love 
for us is endless. This is where our hope lies. Tell people about Jesus and pray for the Spirit to 
inspire us. This is the new heart, to love Jesus with an undying love, love other people, with a 
warm, loving, generous heart. 
 


