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Friends, 
 

Meriwether Lewis and 
William Clark are two of 
America’s greatest 

explorers. In 1804, President Thomas 
Jefferson wrote to Lewis tasking him 
with leading a mission to explore the 
area to the West of the Mississippi 
river. Lewis chose Clark as his deputy 
and they gathered a team for a journey 
that was to last over two years. 
 

Lewis and Clark expected 
that when they got to the 
Missouri river, the country of 
the West would slope down 
nicely to the Pacific Ocean, 
and they would create a 
direct route right across 
America. When they 
actually got to the Missouri 
they looked west to see not 
the ocean, but the mighty 
Rocky Mountains. Their 
canoes would be useless in 
navigating the mountains. 
They had to change their plans and 
their expectations, even rethink their 
entire mission. However, they reached 
the Pacific Ocean, spent the winter 
there and arrived home again in 
September 1806, to a hero’s welcome. 
They had travelled more than 8,000 
miles, achieving far more than 
Jefferson could have imagined. 
 

In 2015, an American theologian called 
Ted Bolsinger wrote a book about 
change in the Church; he called it 
Canoeing the Mountains, using the 
story of Lewis and Clark to help us 
understand how things are today. He 
tells us that “the world in front of you is 
nothing like the world behind you”. We 
are in uncharted territory, the church 
will need to adapt, and everyone will be 
changed. It is a book for church 

leaders, challenging us to learn how to 
navigate our way through the changed 
world in which the Church lives, always 
aware that we don’t know the answers. 
 

The Church in Scotland is like Lewis 
and Clark, looking out over the world 
and seeing something that we didn’t 
expect, and we don’t understand. None 
of us has been this way before and 
none of us knows the answers to the 
big questions. Here are some ways in 

which the world in front of 
us is different from the 
world behind us. 
 

Only 1-2% of Scots will be 
in a Church service on 
Sunday; the Church of 
Scotland has fewer than 
350,000 members; 
Scotland prides itself on 
being a secular nation, with 
a wide variety of views and 
influences being accepted. 
These are new 
circumstances for the 

church, and we have to adapt to a new 
mission challenge, finding new ways to 
meet people and help people encounter 
Jesus. As if that were not enough, the 
Church is having to face the future with 
fewer and fewer full-time ministers; the 
restructuring plans are based around 
600, but a significant part of that 
number is due to retire in the next 10 
years. We have not been this way 
before, and it is scary. Even those who 
are sponsoring these plans don’t really 
know the answers. 
 

God knows the end of things from the 
beginning. Now is the time to stand firm 
in our faith in Jesus. Now is the time to 
trust that God knows our hopes and 
fears. He listens to our prayers. 
Remember Lewis and Clark – they 
made it home!                           Jim  

“I am God, the 
only God you’ve 
had or ever will 

have — 
incomparable, 

irreplaceable — 
From the very 

beginning 
telling you what 
the ending will 

be…” 
(Isaiah 46:9,10) 



TREASURER’S  
REPORT 

 

Accounts for 2021: The 
Annual Report and Accounts for 2021 
has been approved by the Trustees, 
independently examined, and is now 
available on the church website. If 
anyone would like to have a paper 
copy, please let me or the Church 
Secretary know, and we will arrange to 
give you one. Also, if you would like to 
know more about any aspect of the 
Accounts, please get in touch with me 
and I will be happy to give you more 
information.  
 

Summary of 2021 Accounts: The 
Incoming Resources were £134,676 
and Resources Expended were 
£134,415 resulting in a surplus of £261. 
The reason for this surplus during such 
a difficult year was because of the  
magnificent response to the Church of 
Scotland National Gift Day which raised 
the amount of £13,011 plus Gift Aid of 
£2,450. This was a wonderful response 
by the congregation to meet the 
estimated shortfall from Open Plate 
Offering and from the hire of our halls. 
In addition, we withdrew £16,975 from 
our Funds held by the General 
Trustees to pay for fabric maintenance 
which was necessary to meet the 
demands of the property Quinquennial 
Inspection by the Edinburgh 
Presbytery.  There would have been a  
shortfall in the Accounts if we did not 
have these funds to fall back on. The 
cost of employing a Family Worker 
(£8,125) was drawn from the Ministerial 
Assistance Fund. The Church of 
Scotland Investors Trust increased by 
£4,460 to £54,760 which increased the 
total funds position to £88,026, an 
increase of £4,721 over last year.   
.  

Fortunately, most of our offerings are 
given by bank standing order and we 
are particularly grateful to those who 
have joined this method of giving to the 
Church .Please let me know when you 
have amended your Standing Order as 
it helps with the efficiency of the book-
keeping!  
 

Total Funds: The total funds held by 
the church as at 31 December 2021 are 
as follows: 
 
Held in cash and by Royal Bank        

          £ 33,266 
Held by C of S Investors Trust           
                                                 £ 54,760 
 
Sub Total                                 £ 88,026 
 
Held by C of S General Trustees        
                                                 £ 72,890 
Total                                       £160,916   
 

Budget for 2022: A 2.8% increase in 
Offerings plus other income will bring in 
an estimated £113,000 in 2022, but this 
is offset by an estimated expenditure of 
£120,500 which will give us an 
estimated loss of £7,500 at the end of 
the year. Let’s see if we can do better! 
 

Fundraising: Increasing the amount of 
church funds by fundraising is an 
essential way to make ends meet. It is 
hoped that in some way, additional 
funds may be achieved from 
fundraising but it will be difficult until our 
church and halls get back to where we 
were  over 2 years ago. We will all be 
looking forward to that time. 
 

 
R Douglas Buchanan, 
Treasurer 
 
 
 



CHURCH PLANNING 
 
Edinburgh and West Lothian 
Presbytery is planning a re-organisation 
of churches across the area. Right 
across the Church of Scotland, the plan 
is for 600 ministers to cover the whole 
country, serving churches and 
communities from Shetland to the Mull 
of Galloway. For Edinburgh this means 
a reduction from the 80 ministers that 
we currently have serving in 
congregations to 48.5 ministers within 
the next 5 years. 
 
In 2018, a Strategy Group was set up, 
charged with producing a plan that 
would achieve that reduction and 
finding ways by which churches would 
continue to function within their own 
communities. In 2020, conversation 
cluster groups were set up where the 
ministers and elders of every 
congregation could talk to their 
neighbours about the future and share 
their ideas with the Strategy Group. 
Just before Christmas last year, a 
Consultation document was circulated 
from the Strategy Group with an idea of 
what that plan might look like. 

 

As far as Juniper Green is concerned, 
the consultation document suggests 
that we become a partnership with 
Colinton and Slateford Longstone 
Churches. The 3 serving ministers 
currently in post would become 2 over 
the next few years, and the 3 
congregations would continue to 
worship in their own places. The notion 
of this union would be to have 1 group 
of leaders overseeing all 3 places and 
the ministers and congregations 
working together on joint projects as 
well as maintaining something of the 
individual church’s life. The 3 minsters 
have met to begin to discuss what that 
might look like and how this might work, 
but there is a long way to go before 

there is anything like a working plan. 
 
At this stage in the process, there is no 
suggestion that the church buildings will 
close, and congregations would have to 
worship elsewhere. The presbytery has 
conducted an audit of all the church 
buildings across the city and at some 
stage, the results of that audit will be 
revealed and added to the Consultation 
document to create a draft plan. We 
have worked hard to persuade the 
Presbytery Group that worship should 
be based in local communities and that 



our buildings are a real asset for the 
whole community.  
 
In all of this process, we have co-
operated fully with everything asked of 
us, but much of this is out with our 
control. The target of 48.5 is non-
negotiable and the plan must work for 
everyone. The Kirk Session is trying to 
do what we consider to be the best for 
Juniper Green, but we are in the hands 
of others. Ultimately, we also trust and 
pray that we are in God’s hands for the 
future. Pray for this process and for 
those making decisions; pray for the 
Kirk Session as we make choices that 
affect the life of the congregation and 
our place in the community. 
 
Jim Dewar 
 
 

 

The Green Strollers 
 

There has been no activity 
with the Green Strollers 

over the past several weeks.  This is 
partly due to the new COVID 
restrictions and the very stormy, wet, 
weather.   
 
However, with the end of Winter and 
Spring fast approaching, we will be 
putting together a new programme of 
walks very soon. It is hoped that the 
first walk will be in March, around  
the time of the clocks changing, to 
welcome in the new season.  
 
I will keep you all updated and look 
forward to welcoming any new 
members. 
 
Happy Strolling! 
 
 

Jeanette Campbell 

 
 

Memories 
 

When visiting family in Killearn recently 
I went to the morning service in the 
local church. Just like being in Juniper 
Green.  Welcoming and friendly and 
socially distanced pews! 
 
As I was leaving the Probationary who 
had taken the service introduced 
herself as Ruth Dunnett and said how 
lucky I was to worship in Juniper 
Green.  Did I remember her Dad?  
I do and I’m sure lots of you will too. 
Her Dad was our Probationary in 1991. 
 
Dusty Dunnett his wife Linda and 
children had a happy time in Juniper 
Green and made lots of friends.   
Ruth is on holiday at the moment but 
will write us a few words for the next 
magazine. 
 
Margaret Woodrow.  
 

  



GUILD OF 
FRIENDSHIP 

 
Good news! The Guild 

of Friendship  will be 

starting on March  10
th
 at 2pm in Hall 1. 

Meetings will be held fortnightly and all 

members and friends are welcome. 

Looking forward to seeing you all and 

sharing fellowship and friendship again.  

 

Margaret Woodrow 
 
 

EASTER 
ACTIVITY 

BAGS 

 

At Easter 2020, 

we picked up the 

idea of preparing 

a bag full of 

family activities 

that would 

provide a distraction from Covid 

restrictions during the school holidays. 

Little did we think that we’d be doing a 

fifth activity bag at Easter 2022 with the 

same idea in mind. These bags will be 

available at the beginning of April and 

will include some craft ideas and some 

treats for families together. 

If you would like bags for your children 

or grandchildren e-mail this address 

with a note of your name and address 

and how many bags you would like: 

messychurchjvp@gmail.com  

 

 
 
 
 

BIBLE READING 
 

As Jim has been reflecting in 
his series of sermons about 

the Five Marks of Mission, regularly 
reading the Bible is an essential part of 
anyone’s journey of Faith, reflecting 
daily on God’s Word.  
The Nurture Team have several 
publications available to aid you in this 
journey. 
 
Please contact Michael Merriman who 
will be delighted to arrange copies of 
any of the following - 
 
“Our Daily Bread”  Booklet 
A new issue for March, April and May is 
now available 
 
“Word For Today” Booklet 
 “Word For You Today” Booklet for 
Young People. 
 
Please contact Ian Aitken who will be 
delighted to arrange copies of the 
following - 
         “Every Day with Jesus” 
Booklet” – 
 
Nurture Team 
 
“Every word of God proves true; he is a 
shield to those who take refuge in him.” 

Proverbs 30:5 
 

 
FRESH START 

 
Fresh Start is now 
requesting curtains in 

addition to the small electrical 
goods previously requested.   
 
Many thanks.   
 
 

Marjorie Hope.  

mailto:messychurchjvp@gmail.com


 
 
 
 

FUNERALS 
“I am Resurrection and the 

life” 
 

December 22 Mrs Jean Anderson 

February 17 Mrs Irene Shepherd 

 
My family and I would like to thank 
everyone for the cards, phone calls, 
and flowers. We also appreciate your 
prayers and thoughts when Peter died. 
 
Jean Bruce 
 
 
 
Sincere thanks to all who attended the 
Church Service celebrating Malcolm’s 
life. For all the prayers, cards, 
telephone calls, flowers, caring and 
thoughtful messages and gifts. 
 

Words cannot express how much they 
all meant to me and our family, I pray 
that in time with God’s grace and mercy 
I will be able to accept the suddenness 
of losing Malcolm along with the help of 
dear friends and family the light will 
return to my life. 
 

The Lord’s Blessings to everyone 
 
Ann Brown 
 

 
 

Sandra and David Gibb on the birth of 
their granddaughter, Estelle, who was 
born on 2nd December name. A sister 
for Elsa. 
 
 

Riona and Ken McNaughton on the 
birth of their first grandson Duncan 
Hugh James McNaughton on 18th 
December 2021. 
 

 

 Marilyn Godon  who celebrated her 
80th birthday on 1st March 
 
Rita Brownlie who will celebrate her 
80th birthday on 7th March. 
 
Ina Dupuy who will celebrate her 90th 
birthday on 28th March 
  

John and Dorothy 
Morrison who will 
celebrate their 
Diamond Wedding 
Anniversary on 
21st April. 
Dorothy will also 

celebrate her 90th birthday on 29th 
April   

  

Family News 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

. 

 
 
 

WHO’S  WHO 
 

CONTACT    NAME      
 
Minister    Rev James S Dewar  
Session Clerk    Martin Elliot    
Temporary Treasurer   Douglas Buchanan   
Beadle     George Anderson   
Bereavement Care Team  Jim Dewar    
Catering    Sandy Watt    
Christian Action Team   Jean Dewar    
Church Halls Cleaning Team  Elaine Wilson    
Church Secretary   Alison Robertson         
Crèche     Vacancy   
Flower Convener   Hilda McNeil    
Fresh Start Organiser   Marjorie Hope    
Garden Team Co-ordinator  Jean Dewar     
Gift Aid Treasurer   Vacancy 
Girlguiding District Commissioner Jean Dewar     
Green Strollers Walking Group  (Jeanette Campbell      
     (Beth Walker   
Global Church Co-ordinator  Fiona Elliot    
Guild of Friendship    Margaret Woodrow   
Halls Convener    Alison Robertson  
Kids’ Church    Vacancy  
Ladies Badminton Club   Alison Buchanan   
Leprosy Mission   Rita Brownlie    
Magazine Distribution   Isabel Campbell    
MSM     Martin Elliot    
Nurture Team    Michael Merriman   
Open Door Café & Toddlers’ Group Heather Merriman    
Organist and Choirmaster  Florence Kinnear   
Prayer Team    Yvonne Hunter    
Joint Property Conveners  (Alison Robertson         

(John McKellar   
Recordings of Church Service  Sandra Paulin     
Roll Keeper    Isabel Campbell    
Safeguarding    Alastair Elliot   
Youth Group    Alison Robertson        
Church Office is open on Friday mornings 9.30 – 11.30am   458 5147 

 
Church Website: www.jgpc.org.uk, 

Email: jgpc@supanet.com 

Facebook – Juniper Green Parish Church 


