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Friends, 
 
 

 
You are loved! You are special! 

 
Sounds good, does it not? Do we not 
all like to be loved? Our 
spirits rise when people treat 
us as special. We walk with a 
spring in our step when we 
know that we’re loved, or are 
treated as being special. 
 
“I have loved you with an 
everlasting love.” God speaks to us 
through the Old Testament prophet 
Jeremiah; His love for us never fades 
away or dies but is a love that lasts 
forever. Jesus has shown us the full 
extent of God’s love for us by giving up 
His life to die on the cross. We are 
loved by God; we are loved by the Lord 
Jesus and that love never leaves us. 
 
We are special. God calls us 
His children and because we 
are children then He 
promises us that we will enjoy 
lots of good promises and 
that we will inherit something 
of His glory. Jesus is now 
crowned with glory and honour and we 
will share in His glory; we will inherit 
that glory alongside Him, as a gift from 
God. We are bought at an incredible 
price. We are special. 
 
The beauty of being loved and being 
special is that these are gifts of God’s 
grace. Grace is God’s people who don’t 
deserve to be loved and if we’re honest 
with ourselves we will recognise our 
faults, mistakes and shortcomings. But 
regardless, God loves us with His 
everlasting love and God treats us as 
special. We are who we are by God’s 
grace, loved and special and able to 

walk with a spring in our step for all that 
God has given us in Jesus. 
 
Mind you, we don’t always feel loved 
and special. These last two years have 
taxed and challenged our sense of well-

being. For many people, all 
that they have is a sense that 
life is a struggle, and they 
have to find a way through 
these struggles and 
difficulties. If that is you, then 
you might well shake your 
head at the notion of being 

loved and special. It doesn’t feel like 
that! In fact, it can feel very different 
from that and it may even seem to you 
that God has gone away and left you to 
muddle through on your own.  
 

Maybe your struggle is to engage with 
the church. Perhaps it has been a long 
time since you came to a Sunday 
service and you’re not sure how to 

break that barrier down. Or 
maybe you made promises 
when you became a member 
of the church but haven’t 
been very good at living up to 
them.  
 

The truth about “grace” 
however, is that God promises to be 
with us in our struggles and when our 
sense of value is at rock-bottom. Grace 
inspires us, bursting through our 
struggles like the sun bursting through 
the clouds on a grey Edinburgh day. 
Grace gives us the chance of a fresh 
start in life, every day, to live life well or 
to come back to church. 
 

Grace reminds us that we are loved 
and that we are special. Loved by God, 
let’s learn to love Him back. Being 
special, let’s find new ways of living up 
to His grace. 
 
Jim  

“I have loved 
you with an 
everlasting 

love.”  
(Jeremiah 31:3) 

“Since we are 
children, then 
we are heirs…” 
(Romans 8:17) 



TREASURER’S  
REPORT 

 
Accounts for 2022: 

We are not yet back to where we were 
in 2019 but things are improving 
slightly. One good thing about the last 
two years is that most of our Givings 
are now made from bank standing 
orders and are therefore easier to 
forecast. It is also not difficult for people 
to change (increase) their donation, as 
many do each year. 

 
Summary: A summary of our financial 
situation as at 31 May 2022 is as 
follows: 
 
Income:      £       Expenditure:   £ 
Offerings  32,000  Ministry       27,000 
Gift Aid      7,530   Building      11,000 
Other        4,470    Other          10,000 
              £44,000                  £ 48,000 
 
The deficit is estimated to be much the 
same in the next 5 months with the last 
two months breaking even. That is 
quite close to the estimated deficit of 
£7,500 we forecast in the 2021 Annual 
Report. 
 
However, things change as we have 
seen many times in the past and we 
must be hopeful that the financial 
situation does improve during the 
remaining weeks of the year. 
 
One generous act from the 
congregation this month has been the 
donation given to Christian Aid. The 
sum of £785 was donated with a further 
£152 from Gift Aid making a total 
donation of £937. A great effort! 
 

“Remember this: Whoever sows 
sparingly will also reap sparingly, and 
whoever sows generously, will also 

reap generously. Each person should 

give what they have decided in their 
heart to give, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 

giver”. 
2 Corinthians Chap 9 v 6 and 7. 
R Douglas Buchanan, 
Treasurer 
 
 
 

CHURCH PLANNING 
 
I’d like to say that discussions on the 
future of the church in Edinburgh and 
West Lothian are moving on at a good 
pace… but I can’t! Sadly, the pace at 
which we are moving is very slow. 
There has been a series of meetings 
between representatives from Cointon, 
Slateford Longstone and Juniper 
Green, with a view to trying to discover 
the look of the new future that is 
described for us. In our first meeting, 
most of us around the room in Slateford 
Longstone church said that we were 
looking for “clarity” about the future.  
 
Three meetings and three months later, 
we are still looking for the same clarity 
about the future. Juniper Green is being 
represented by three elders and the 
minister in these discussions and we 
are trying hard to find out what the 
future looks like, but these efforts are 
still largely in vain. We know that our 
future will be connected to some of 
these other congregations but what that 
connection will look like remains to be 
seen.  
 
How that connection will work in 
practice is even less well-defined. 
Please keep everyone involved in this 
in your prayers; pray that God will guide 
and lead us; pray that God will build up 
His church even through this process. 
 

James S Dewar 



SOME VOLUNTEERING 
OPPORTUNITIES: 

 
As we slowly get back to normal church 
life, there are opportunities available to 
allow you to serve your church in 
different ways. This list has featured in 
our intimations printed on Sundays and 
shared in the e-mail Updates; we’re still 
open to volunteers! 
 
Church Choir: if you would like to be a 
member of the choir please have a 
word with Florence Kinnear who will 
help you come to a decision. The choir 
has begun to take part in our Sunday 
services and will practice on Sunday 
mornings at 9.45am 
 
Church Flowers: volunteers are 
required in order to be able to provide 
flowers each Sunday as part of the 
morning service: we need flower 
arrangers, and people to deliver the 
flowers after the service; we need 
someone to be the organiser of all of 
this. Please speak to Hilda McNeil if 
this is something you would like to do. 
 
Church Welcome teams: the more 
people who volunteer to serve in this 
way will reduce the number of times in 
a year that you are required. Alison 
Robertson should be contacted if you 
would like to undertake this small way 
of giving service. 
 
Church Finance: if anyone is 
interested in joining the Finance 
Committee, with a view of taking over 
as Treasurer at the end of the year, 
they should contact Douglas Buchanan. 
 
Church PC: We are in need of a few 
people to join the PC rota to ensure it is 
sustainable. Training and mentoring will 
be provided. 
 

Prayer Team: the team prays with the 
minister before the Sunday service and 
prepares the monthly prayer focus; we 
need another person to help us. 
 
Speak to Mr Dewar if you want to know 
more! 
 
 

 

LEPROSY 
MISSION 

 

Once more I must thank both the Guild 
of Friendship and members of the 
congregation for their generous 
donations. Between January and May I 
have sent £138.90 to the Mission. 
 
Many thanks on behalf of the Leprosy 
Mission. 
  
Rita Brownlie 

 
 
 

 

A big “thank you” to all who contributed 
to the “trypraying” campaign. We raised 
£368. 
 
Over the years our church family has 
actively supported the ”trypraying” 
campaign both financially and 
prayerfully, contributing to the 
advertising campaign on our buses or 
outside our church building and making 
available the “trypraying” booklets to 
people who don’t do church, 
encouraging them to start their journey 
of faith. 
 
Yvonne Hunter  



GUILD OF 
FRIENDSHIP 

 
A very happy group of 
ladies plus one 
gentleman met on 

March 10th and enjoyed lots of chat 
and laughter. Speakers have been 
difficult to arrange but we have enjoyed 
a variety of afternoon meetings. An 
enthusiastic Beetle Drive, testing our 
artistic skills making Easter Crafts, and 
hearing about volunteering at 
Edinburgh Castle.   
 
Community for Food, our local food 
bank initiative provided lots of 
information on how important their work 
is and how we could be involved.  
 
Our next meeting will be on June 2nd 
when Prof John Sharp will tell us about 
‘Our House” and our A.G.M. will be held 
on June 16th.   
 
During July and August we plan to meet 
for morning coffees at Kinleith Arms as 
we have previously done and extend a 
warm invitation to anyone who wants to 
join us. 
 
Have a good Summer break. The Guild 
will resume on Thursday 8th 
September at 2 pm in Hall 1. 
 

Margaret Woodrow 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BUILDING BACK CHURCH LIFE 
 
We are beginning to realise the huge 
impact that 2 years of pandemic has 
had on the life of the church and the 
community.  Rhythms of life, rhythms of 
care for one another, rhythms of 
worship have all been disrupted and 
have probably been changed forever; 
some of you have expressed the view 
that we should go back to all that we 
did 2 years ago, but that is just not 
possible. We will need to find new 
rhythms of life, care and worship 
because the rhythms of your lives have 
changed. You have spent 2 years 
taking part in worship from the comfort 
of your own home, with a mug of tea, 
on a comfy seat; or you have taken part 
in the service when it suits you by 
watching the recording; you may not 
want to be in a church service in the 
church building at 10.30am on a 
Sunday morning. Our habits have 
changed and much as we might want 
to, we can’t turn the clock back to 
March 2020 and pick up from where we 
left off. 
 
Our Sunday morning service is different 
in some ways; the Guild of Friendship 
has a new home in Hall 1; some people 
who volunteered before have picked up 
their roles again but some have said 
they’d rather not and “please find 
someone else”. Some of these new 
rhythms will be easier to adapt to than 
others, but we need wisdom to discern 
what to do next and how to find that 
new post-pandemic rhythm. Be patient 
with those who make these decisions; 
we continue to be cautious but we are 
trying to find the way ahead. 
 
James S Dewar 
  



 
 
 
 

FUNERALS 
“I am Resurrection and the 

life” 
 

April 12  Mrs Laura Hardie 
 
April 22  Mr Ian Lawrie 
 
April 26  Mrs Mary Beattie 
 
 

 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

June 12
th

:The Stated Annual Meeting 
for 2022, in the church building after the 
morning service; a chance to ask 
questions about the annual accounts 
and the annual report, copies of which 
are available on the church website and 
in the church building. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Donald and Helen 
Jackson who will 
celebrate their Ruby 
Wedding Anniversary 
on 12th June.  

 
 
 
 

 
BIBLE READING 

 

Regularly reading the Bible is 
an essential part of anyone’s 

journey of Faith, reflecting daily on 
God’s Word.  
 
Michael Merriman will be delighted 
to arrange copies of any of the 
following – 
“Our Daily Bread” Booklet 
“Word For Today” Booklet 
“Word For You Today” Booklet 
for Young People. 
 
Please contact Ian Aitken who will be 
delighted to arrange copies of the 
following - 
 
"Every Day with Jesus” Booklet 
 
 Nurture Team 
 
"... will give our attention to prayer, and 

the ministry of the word..” 
 

  

Family News 

 
Autumn Church News 

 
 
Articles for the Autumn Church 
News should be sent to 
jgchurchnews@gmail.com by 
Friday 26th August. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

. 

 
 
 

WHO’S  WHO 
 

CONTACT    NAME      
 
Minister    Rev James S Dewar   
Session Clerk    Martin Elliot    
Temporary Treasurer   Douglas Buchanan   
Beadle     George Anderson   
Bereavement Care Team  Jim Dewar    
Catering    Sandy Watt    
Christian Action Team   Jean Dewar    
Church Halls Cleaning Team  Elaine Wilson    
Church Secretary   Alison Robertson         
Crèche     Vacancy   
Flower Convener   Hilda McNeil    
Fresh Start Organiser   Marjorie Hope    
Garden Team Co-ordinator  Jean Dewar     
Gift Aid Treasurer   Vacancy 
Girlguiding District Commissioner Jean Dewar     
Green Strollers Walking Group  Jeanette Campbell      
Global Church Co-ordinator  Fiona Elliot    
Guild of Friendship    Margaret Woodrow   
Halls Convener    Alison Robertson         
Kids’ Church    Vacancy  
Ladies Badminton Club   Linda Sharp     
Leprosy Mission   Rita Brownlie    
Magazine Distribution   Isabel Campbell    
Nurture Team    Michael Merriman   
Open Door Café & Toddlers’ Group Heather Merriman        
Organist and Choirmaster  Florence Kinnear   
Prayer Team    Yvonne Hunter    
Joint Property Conveners  (Alison Robertson         

(John McKellar    
Recordings of Church Service  Sandra Paulin     
Roll Keeper    Isabel Campbell    
Safeguarding    Alastair Elliot    
Youth Group    Alison Robertson        
 
Church Office is open on Friday mornings 9.30 – 11.30am   458 5147 

 
 
 

Church Website: www.jgpc.org.uk, 
Email: junipergreenparishchurch@gmail.com 

Facebook – Juniper Green Parish Church 


