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The Church – the people 
 

Acts 2:42-47 
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe and many wonders and miraculous signs 
were done by the apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 
45 Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. 46 Every day they 
continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate 
together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favour of all the 
people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. 
 
1 Corinthians 12:14-20 
Now the body is not made up of one part but of many. 15 If the foot should say, “Because I am 
not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason cease to be part of the 
body. 16 And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” it 
would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, 
where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense 
of smell be? 18 But in fact God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as 
he wanted them to be. 19 If they were all one part, where would the body be? 20 As it is, there 
are many parts, but one body. 
 
What’s the first thing that comes to mind when you hear the word “church”? Here’s 
something to consider as an answer to that question: “It is surely a fact of inexhaustible 
significance that what our Lord left behind Him was not a book, nor a creed, nor a system of 
thought, nor a rule of life, but a visible community… The actual, visible community, a company 
of men and women with ascertainable names and addresses, is the Church of God.” (Leslie 
Newbigin) Is that the answer? Is that the first thing that comes to mind when you hear the 
word “Church”? A visible community, people with names and addresses? Over the next few 
weeks, we’re going to be thinking about the church, this visible community of people, so that 
we can be inspired to be the church better. Over these weeks, you won’t hear much about 
buildings, or plans, or church procedures, or restructuring, but we will discover the picture 
that the bible paints of the church, mainly in the books of Acts, so that we can be that church 
now and in the days to come. We will discover the qualities of the church, and the ways of 
the church, this community of people who believe in Jesus. 
 
The book of Acts is volume 2 of Luke’s story. Volume 1 is his gospel which tells the story of 
Jesus; volume 2 tells the story of the people who believe in Jesus. We read this “beautiful 
little cameo of the Spirit-filled church” (John Stott), at the end of Acts chapter 2, showing us 
something of what the new church is like, how the people get on together and what they do. 
It seems to me that this is something of a blueprint for the church in Scotland today. For a 
long time, the church in Scotland has been a clergy-dominated institution, and to their shame 
many of the clergy have loved that power, authority and influence. But these days are gone 
and need to be gone and should have been gone years ago. The church of today in Scotland 
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needs to rediscover our identity as the visible community of people who believe in Jesus, a 
proper people movement. Let’s discover what that means. 
 
This little cameo in Acts chapter 2 is all about the people and how they get on together. There 
are some activities that they do; their relationships are described; and the impact of this 
community is there for all the world to see. At heart, this is a group of people who share a 
common life together. They believe in Jesus, and they express that faith in the life of what we 
have come to call “the church”, which for them is simply a community of people who share a 
life together. This is the church; people whose names and addresses we know – this is the 
church. Nothing else comes close to grasping the real essence of what the Bible calls “Church”; 
the church is people, first, last and always; we forget that at our peril. 
 
The apostles are the people who have been with Jesus and who remember what they saw, 
and heard with Jesus; so they tell others what they know and the others listen and learn and 
grow in their faith in Jesus! This people has a sense of partnership in the gospel – that’s really 
what the word “fellowship” means; they see themselves as partners in the gospel. They 
exercise that partnership when they pray together, they eat together, and they share bread 
and wine together. They praise God together and they care for one another. Over the next 
few weeks, we’ll look at some of these activities in a little more detail, but for now the most 
important element of these verses is that they were together, and they were partners in the 
gospel. Luke is describing the life of a community: as they live out that community life, 
something of Jesus is evident to others and others come to join in. New names and addresses 
are added to the group. 
 
The church is a community of people who believe in Jesus, who share a partnership in the 
gospel. That’s what we need to rediscover for our time. As I said at the start, church is not 
about structures, procedures, doing things in the right way, or even clergy. Church is about 
people who belong together with Jesus at the centre – this is the community of faith that is 
the church. We belong to Jesus and we belong together; the things that we do should express 
that sense of community. God has committed the good news of His salvation to a community 
of people whose names and addresses we know, real people who live real lives in real places. 
This is the church in our day and age! Look around. Who are the people that you see? People 
who just happen to share a seat with you? Do you know everyone’s name? or address? Are 
these people partners with you in something significant in your life? 
 
Let’s change the picture. The picture Paul draws of the church is the body. We all know what 
a body looks like; we all have one. There are bits about our body that we like and bits that we 
don’t; there are bits that work well and bits that hurt; but it is our body. Paul says to the 
Christians in Corinth, “you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.” (1 
Corinthians 12:27) First of all, that is about belonging. We are parts of the body of Christ, and 
we belong to Christ, and we belong together. We are the individual parts and together we 
make up the whole body. We belong! What a privilege that it, to belong to Jesus, to be God’s 
people. The body is made up of many parts; Christ’s body, the Church is made up of us; we 
are the parts; we belong together. But secondly, the body is also about responsibility: each 
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part of the body has a part to play. My eyes allow me to see; my ears allow me to hear; my 
feet allow me to stand; my legs allow me to walk. If the legs don’t work, I can’t walk; if the 
ears don’t work, I can’t hear. We have a responsibility in this body to play our part to the full, 
to do the jobs that only we can do, to play the part that only we can play. When we play our 
parts to the full, the body works well; when we don’t play our part at all, the whole body’s 
capacity for work is reduced. 
 
The first challenge for us today is all about how we see ourselves. A community, a partnership, 
a body – take any of these pictures, one that suits you best and persuade yourself that this is 
what we are. It doesn’t matter which picture you choose because they are all about a group 
of people who belong together. Persuade yourself that this is the basic notion of the church. 
We are the church. The church is a community of people with “ascertainable names and 
addresses”. Is this how we see ourselves? Is this what springs to mind first when we talk about 
church? 
 
The second challenge is about playing our part in the church. The body is not one person who 
performs every function; the body is everybody playing their part. The body is everybody 
depending on each other for the life and health of the whole body. The Church is not 
dependent on one member, one person who performs most, or even all, of the main 
functions; the church is dependent on everyone playing their part to the full, no matter what 
that part may be. How good are we at the piece for which we are responsible? 
 
We are God’s people, a people whom God loves and loves endlessly. We are Jesus’ people, 
people to whom Jesus showed the full extent of His love when He died. We are the people in 
whom God’s Spirit lives. We are the most privileged people in all the world. A community of 
people who believe in Jesus – this is who we are; this is our identity as church; we belong to 
Jesus and we belong together. Be inspired! Be the community God calls us to be; take your 
responsibility and work it out to the best in the strength and ability that God supplies. 
 


