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The Church – the people who pray together 
 

Acts 4:23-31 
On their release, Peter and John went back to their own people and reported all that the chief 
priests and the elders had said to them. 24 When they heard this, they raised their voices 
together in prayer to God. “Sovereign Lord,” they said, “you made the heavens and the earth 
and the sea, and everything in them. 25 You spoke by the Holy Spirit through the mouth of 
your servant, our father David: 
“‘Why do the nations rage 
    and the peoples plot in vain? 
26 The kings of the earth take their stand 
    and the rulers gather together 
against the Lord 
    and against his anointed one.’ 
27 Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the people of Israel in 
this city to conspire against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed. 28 They did what 
your power and will had decided beforehand should happen. 29 Now, Lord, consider their 
threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness. 30 Stretch out your 
hand to heal and perform signs and wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” 
31 After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled 
with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. 
 
Philippians 4:4-7 
Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be evident to all. 
The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which 
transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
What’s your first reaction when something life is hard or goes wrong? That’s an individual 
question, but it is also a church question. “Panic” is one possibility; set up a special 
commission to investigate what has gone wrong and why, is a church option. The first 
response of the Church in the book of Acts – let’s pray together. Earlier this year, we talked 
about prayer as a Core Task of the church in Juniper Green and that is an individual thing, but 
it is also a group activity; we pray together. The Kirk Session prays together in small groups 
before the Session meeting’s business begins; we have held a prayer time under various titles, 
latterly as part of Church Wednesday. But since lockdown our praying together habit has 
stopped. The question is “how do we pray together in the next time?” 
 
Praying together goes through the book of Acts and the life of the early church. Right at the 
start of the story in Acts chapter 1 when life was a bit raw and uncertain, we’re told that “they 
all joined together constantly in prayer” (Acts 1, verse 14); they prayed when they had a big 
decision to make – who would replace Judas Iscariot in the leadership group? They had two 
candidates and they prayed for God to show them which to choose. The story of Rhoda is set 
around the church in Jerusalem praying for their leaders who had been arrested; no doubt 
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they were praying for their release. When Paul went to Philippi, there was no church, but he 
went to the river because “we expected to find a place of prayer there” (Acts 16, verse 13) and 
they were not disappointed. The Church – a people who pray together. 
 
In Acts chapter 4, the story in our reading, the church is facing threats and dangers. Peter and 
John are the main men at this stage in the story. They have been in the Temple area, and they 
have healed a crippled man who was sitting at the temple gates. They have been telling 
people the story of Jesus; it is the power of Jesus that has enabled them to heal the crippled 
man. The Jewish religious leaders feel the need to react: they’re not sure how to react 
because the healed man is there for everyone to see; but they absolutely don’t want anyone 
to talk about Jesus; they want to stop this now! So they arrest Peter and John and leave them 
in prison overnight. The next day, the apostles are questioned: “who gives you the power or 
the authority to do what you’re doing?” and again they tell the story of Jesus. The religious 
leaders don’t know what to do. They decide to issue a warning and a threat: Peter and John 
must stop or else…; they threaten them; they tell them to stop. If you were in the shoes of 
Peter and John, what would you do? 
 
They go back to their friends, to the people of the church; they tell them what has happened, 
and they pray together. Praying together shows a keen sense of depending on God; the 
Church knows that they need God’s help to find their way through this tough situation. We’ll 
look at the prayer in a moment, but first we need to reflect a little on that sense of depending 
on God that leads them to pray together. They know that they need God’s help: earlier in the 
book they need to be guided to choose a new leader; here they need help to know how to 
react when life is hard. It was that keen sense of dependence on God that inspired them to 
pray. I wonder if we have lost that sense of dependence; we might have it as individuals, but 
as a church have we lost it? We have mission plans; we have meetings to discuss Presbytery 
plans; we sit down together to talk about answers to Covid issues. But when we announce 
that we’re going to pray together, very few people respond. Individually, lots of us pray; but 
as a group, as a church family, we find it hard to pray together. Why? 
 
There are three significant parts to this prayer in Acts chapter 4. First of all, they confess 
something important about God. “Sovereign Lord, you made the heavens and the earth and 
the sea and everything in them.” (Acts 4, verse 24) God is great; God is the maker of 
everything; God is powerful. They affirm their faith in this great, powerful God; He is the One 
to whom we pray and who is able to answer our prayers and help us. The early church sees 
themselves as being in the hands of this God and they depend on One who is great and who 
is able to save them completely. It is always important to start our prayers by saying “thank 
you” to God for something good, either by saying “we’re glad that this is what God is like” or 
“we’re grateful for something God has done.” They affirm the God who made everything, who 
is great and who is powerful. 
 
Then secondly, here’s our issue. “The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather 
together against the Lord and against His anointed One.” (Acts 4, verse 26) This is a quote 
from Psalm 2, but it fits the bill exactly for the apostles and the church. The rulers of Jerusalem 
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are taking a stand; they are objecting to the gospel; they want nobody to hear about Jesus. 
The church is being threatened. These are dangerous times for the Church. So, they pray and 
put into words what they face. They say to God as they pray, “See what’s going on; see what’s 
happening to us; consider our situation!” Lord, see what we’re facing because of Covid, see 
how the church struggles; see what we’re dealing with in restructuring the church; see what 
society thinks of us and how the church and the gospel are dismissed. These are our prayers; 
these are the threats and dangers that we face today. Do we express them in our prayers? 
We’ve not prayed together for these circumstances other than in a Sunday service! 
 
Then thirdly, they bring their request. What would you pray if you were walking in the 
apostles’ shoes? “Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your 
word with great boldness.” (Acts 4, verse 29) That’s not the prayer you might expect! They 
pray for courage to keep going. This is not a prayer about giving up or hiding away in a corner 
to avoid the threats. This is a prayer to help them face up to the dangers and threats so that 
Jesus’ name will continue to be heard. “Lord, give us courage and boldness…” and God 
answered their prayer and as if to show that He would answer Luke tells us that the house 
shook and “they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the world of God boldly.” (Acts 
4, verse 31) The rest of the book of Acts is testament to their courage and determination. 
 
The Church – the people who pray together. How do we do that? We’ve had a few different 
strategies and prayer groups in the past but nothing since Covid. We can pray together in 
spirit by all praying for the same thing on our own, but this praying together in the early 
church saw people in the same room praying together. We encourage one another by sharing 
the same prayers in the same room; we support each other by praying for each other in the 
same room, or when we say “Amen”, adding our voice to each other’s prayers.  There is a 
psychology about praying together that is different from praying on our own, and it helps, 
supports and encourages everyone who takes part, though if you’ve not done it before it does 
take a little getting used to. Heather has a prayer time like this on Tuesday, for us to pray for 
her, the work that she’s doing and the children and young people of this part of Edinburgh; 
7.30pm in Currie Community Church if you’re inspired to join in. 
 
Today’s challenge for us might be for courage. When we settle on a prayer together time, 
would you have the courage to join in? God will be with us; we will listen to each other’s 
prayers; God will listen to all of our prayers and in some way or another will answer them. 
Even if your prayer is three words, or one sentence, or you simply listen to other people and 
say “amen” at the end, you will be most welcome. Most of all, this will be our way, as a church, 
of saying “we depend on God; we trust in God to help us, to guide us, to fill us with grace.” 
There is no better place to be, in that place where we depend on God. “Lord, give us courage!” 
“Lord, teach us to pray!” 
 


