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The Church – the people who pray together 
 

Acts 8:26-40 
Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the desert road—that goes 
down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27 So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian  
eunuch, an important official in charge of all the treasury of the Candace queen of the 
Ethiopians. This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, 28 and on his way home was sitting 
in his chariot reading the Book of Isaiah the prophet. 29 The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that 
chariot and stay near it.” 
30 Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. “Do you 
understand what you are reading?” Philip asked. 31 “How can I,” he said, “unless someone 
explains it to me?” So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32 the eunuch was reading 
this passage of Scripture: 
“He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, 
    and as a lamb before its shearer is silent, 
    so he did not open his mouth. 
33 In his humiliation he was deprived of justice. 
    Who can speak of his descendants? 
    For his life was taken from the earth.” 
34 The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or 
someone else?” 35 Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the 
good news about Jesus. 
36 As they travelled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, “Look, 
here is water. Why shouldn’t I be baptized?” 38 And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then 
both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him. 39 When they 
came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did 
not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing. 40 Philip, however, appeared at Azotus and 
travelled about, preaching the gospel in all the towns until he reached Caesarea. 
 
The Church is people. The Bible tells us that the Church is people who belong to Jesus and 
who belong together. We’ve said that a few times already in this little series. We’re going 
back to basics to help us understand “Church” and who we are and what Church might be and 
should be. The Church is people and we’ve added to that: we have already said that the church 
is a people who love one another; and the church is a people who pray together; each time 
there have been challenges for us about our part in the people we call “church”. Over the 
generations, churches have developed ways of doing things, habits and practices that are 
well-established, notions and ideas of how things are done and when times change, these 
notions and ideas are really hard to shift. But shift they must and now is the time to have a 
long, hard look at the habits and practices of the church and to change them into ways that 
work much better. 
 
What do you do when you hear any kind of good news? Well, you might smile, and you might 
even do a little dance, depending on how good and how important the news is! The other 
response to good news is to share it; we pass it on; we tell someone else. There’s a new baby 
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in the family; a family member has got engaged and is planning a wedding; someone who has 
been ill has come home from hospital – these are all good news stories and they are all worth 
telling. You pick up the phone to your best friend and you tell them the good news; you e-
mail your family in Australia to tell them the good news; you may even write a letter if the 
news needs a lot of explaining! It’s what we do; it’s our instinct with good news. Pass it on! 
Tell someone. 
 
Now we have the best good news that the world has ever heard. Our good news is all about 
Jesus: He is God’s Son who was born in Bethlehem; He lived a good life, helping others, healing 
people; He loved us so much that He was willing to die on a cross for us; God raised Him from 
the dead to live forever; Jesus is Lord! That’s the good news. The world has a Saviour. People 
have hope in their hearts; there is forgiveness for our faults and mistakes; there is peace for 
our fears and anxieties. All of that is centred in Jesus. What do we do with this good news? 
We tell other people!? Well, not quite so much. We’ve heard about “preaching the gospel” 
and we’ve understood that as something done from the pulpit, so we’ve left that to the 
ministers to do; any telling of the good news will be done by the ministers because they know 
the story better than the rest of us! Really? 
 
In our story, the Chancellor of the Exchequer is travelling home after visiting Jerusalem. He is 
being driven in his Rolls-Royce chariot through the desert on his way home to Ethiopia. He is 
reading a book that either he bought or was given to him in Jerusalem. God sent Philip and 
Philip is standing beside the road as the chariot comes along. “Do you understand what you 
are reading?” Philip asks. He gets an honest reply: “How can I, unless someone explains it to 
me?” (Acts 8, verses 30,31) Philip climbs on board the chariot to see that the Ethiopian is 
reading Isaiah 53, the passage all about the servant of the Lord who will suffer and die to save 
His people, a passage which was complete when Jesus died on the cross. He is reading about 
someone who suffered in silence, didn’t open his mouth, and was treated unfairly. His 
question to Philip: “Tell me, please. Who is the prophet talking about, himself or someone 
else? Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about 
Jesus” (Acts 8, verse 34, 35) 
 
The one big theme of the book of Acts is telling people about Jesus. That is what the church 
did and there were people sent out to travel the world doing just that. Peter and John were 
the main men at the start; then Barnabas and Paul were sent off with others to help them. 
Everywhere they went this was their task, to tell people about Jesus. There are stories that 
we could read about these men standing up in the Temple, or in the marketplace in Athens, 
telling Jesus’ story in different ways to suit their audience. But I chose not to read these stories 
today, but to read this one. The reason for choosing this story is all to do with where it took 
place. It takes place while driving along in a chariot; it takes place on a car-journey; it takes 
place in the back seat of the chariot while these men are being driven along. It is a 
conversation; there are questions and there are answers. “Tell me… well, this is the answer. 
Who is this… well, let me tell you about Jesus.” This is not a preacher and his sermon; this is 
Philip having a conversation in the back of the chariot, telling someone the good news about 
Jesus from the Bible. 
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Every one of us has opportunities to tell someone about Jesus. Over the garden fence, in the 
coffee shop, on the street, in the car on a journey, out for a walk with a friend – in ordinary 
conversations, there are times when people ask questions of us. What do you believe? What 
is Christian faith all about? What does the church stand for? The challenge for us comes in 
two ways: first of all, we need courage to take these opportunities because it all can seem too 
much for us; we might embarrass ourselves; we might say the wrong thing; so we need 
courage to take these opportunities and engage in these conversations. The second challenge 
is to know what to say. It doesn’t need to be complicated or profound; we are telling a story, 
a story that we know well; we are trying to tell people about Jesus. Question and answer, 
conversation – you’re not preaching a sermon; you are sitting having coffee and talking about 
Jesus and Christian faith in the most normal, natural way. 
 
When Philip’s conversation was finished, the Ethiopian was delighted. He wanted to be 
baptised and in a pool beside the Gaza road, he confessed his faith in the Lord Jesus and was 
baptised. Philip was taken away and the Chancellor went on his way home. We understand 
that when he got home, he told everyone that he met about Jesus and about his new-found 
faith in the Saviour of the world. Not every conversation ends so happily or with such a 
positive response, but we are seed-sowing, sowing seeds of faith in people’s hearts and minds 
by telling them the story of Jesus. We hope that at some point these seeds will grow into faith 
and others will believe in Jesus with us. 
 
The inventor of the game of chess was offered a reward for his invention, a free wish by the 
king of India. He made a simple request. Could he have a single grain of rice on square one of 
the chess board, then on square two have two grains and on square three four grains and so 
on until all sixty-four squares were covered. The king smiled, thinking he was getting off 
lightly. But he couldn’t do it; by square 64 he would need 153 billion tons of rice! This is what 
happens when we tell people about Jesus: one becomes two; these two become four; the 
four become eight and the church multiplies when we tell others about Jesus. Wouldn’t it be 
great if we could see that happening in our community? It begins when we have the courage 
to take an opportunity; it begins when we take our courage in two hands, take the risk and 
go ahead to tell the story.  
 
The church – a people who tell others about Jesus; that’s today’s challenge, to have the 
courage to take the opportunity when it comes to tell someone about Jesus; then watch, see 
what happens next! 
 


