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Exodus 3:1-15; John 14:6-7 

In Genesis 1:27 we read that God made human beings, and created them in his image, to be like 
himself. God wants us to live alongside one another reflecting who he himself is and this morning I 
want us to consider who God is and how he describes himself. For if we are to be a reflection of God, 
we need to know what he is like to begin with. It would be really hard to imitate someone we don’t 
know, and how can we celebrate who God is if we haven’t looked at and discovered what he’s like. 

I wonder what comes to your mind when you think about God, what words you would use to describe 
God. I wonder who God is to you? I wonder who you need Him to be? 

There are so many ways we could describe God, so many words we could use, so many roles or titles 
we could give him. In fact, 2 years ago I was doing just that - making a series of videos that explored 
who God is and I came up with a list of characteristics of God, one word for every letter of the alphabet 
(except for O which had 3 words!). Some were adjectives that could describe any number of people, 
others were unique to God himself. What I love is that we don’t have to guess who God is or figure it 
out for ourselves. God has given us a book full of stories that reveal who He is and which is full of 
descriptions of who He is and what He’s like and we can simply look there to discover more about 
Him. We could spend a lot of time pouring through the pages of the Bible and picking out descriptions 
of who God is; in fact we should be doing just that in our daily walk with him. What we’ll find there is 
someone who can fulfil our every need, who can be whoever we need him to be. 

Recently I was leading an all-age service for Currie Kirk and we were exploring this same topic – the 
character of God. As part of that we spent time looking through the Bible picking out verses and stories 
that revealed to us certain aspects of God – that He is creator, ruler, almighty, love, redeemer, 
shepherd, protector, friend, judge, everlasting and so on and so on. We could have spent the whole 
afternoon flicking through the pages of the Bible and reminding ourselves of who God is.  

Sometimes we look to people to fulfil our needs and are disappointed – by what they say, the way 
they act or react, the things they do or don’t do. We discover that people, even the people we perhaps 
look up to and admire, are flawed. But God is not like that. Sometimes we look at people or ourselves 
and we so desperately want something to be true or to happen that we compromise our character 
and who we are. We adapt and alter and flex (our integrity) in order to fit into a certain role or 
situation. But God is not like that, he doesn’t need to be. God is who he is and that will never change, 
nor will it let us down and it will always be enough, He will always be enough. So who do you need 
him to be? 

It’s all too easy to assume we know exactly who God is, but there is such depth to God that we can 
never fully grasp or comprehend who he is/him. It’s why it’s so important that we keep returning to 
the Bible, turning to prayer and discovering more of God. 

In Exodus 3 God appears to Moses in a burning bush. He tells Moses that he is going to set his people 
free from their slavery in Egypt. He has heard their cries and knows what they need. He’s going to 
provide for them. He’s going to rescue them. And he’s going to use Moses as his messenger. Moses 
was not convinced that he was the right man for the job but God reassures him. Moses then replies, 
when I go to the Israelites and tell them God sent me they will ask me, “What is his name?” What can 
I tell them? Here’s God’s answer: 

“God said, “I am who I am. This is what you must say to them: ‘The one who is called I AM has 
sent me to you.’ ….This is my name forever; this is what all future generations are to call me.”    
(Genesis 3:14-15, GNB) 
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God says, I AM. In Hebrew the word used is YAHWEH the verb for “he will be”. This word appears over 
6500 times in the Old Testament. It means God was, God is and God will forever be. It’s God’s personal 
name. In order to keep God’s personal name sacred and to honour it, the Israelites began to use 
another word instead – Adonai, which means “lord”. Later when people began translating the Bible 
into English they used the same word – lord. I don’t know if you’ve noticed the times in the Bible 
where the word ‘lord’ is written in all capital letters. When we read that we are meant to read “I AM”. 
It’s not to be confused with the word lord not in capital letters which just means lord or master and 
can be given to people or to God. We are meant to remember that God’s name is I AM, that is what 
we are to call Him. To us that doesn’t make much sense, when someone says I am they usually put an 
adjective on the end. But God doesn’t do that. He could, He could add any number of words to 
complete that sentence, but he chooses not to. Because He is bigger than any one thing and He is all 
that we need. He simply is I AM.  

We can read in the Bible that God cares for us and knows what we need, but we need to experience 
that. Sometimes reading or hearing a story revealing God’s nature is not enough, and we have to 
experience a situation or need before we can fully understand a particular aspect of who God is. I think 
there are times in our lives when we experience God more powerfully in one role over another. For 
example, in times of sorrow we need the God of comfort more than we need the creator or gardener 
perhaps. In times of struggle or anxiety we might need to know God more as prince of peace or as 
provider, more than we need him to be judge. But there are times when we need God to be those 
things too. When situations seem unfair or unjust, we need to know and remember that God is judge 
and just and is working to restore justice. Remember that he is judge over us but is also our Saviour 
and redeemer, that He didn’t leave us to fix our own messes and through our own deeds be made 
righteous, but instead he came to this earth and died on a cross that we might be forgiven. When we 
know God as our judge we also need Him as our redeemer and friend, as the one who loves us deeply. 
What do you need God to be for you today? And perhaps the answer is more than one thing or 
different from what you’re expecting. 

The Israelites wanted to be rescued from slavery, they wanted to be able to walk out of Egypt and into 
the land God had promised them. But if we read on in their story we see that it is not as straightforward 
as that. When Moses returns to Egypt and speaks to Pharaoh, he is not persuaded to let his workforce 
go. As much as the Israelites needed to be freed, God knew that Pharaoh and the Egyptians needed 
to know that the God their slaves worshipped was the one true God – God almighty. So ensues the 
plagues of Egypt. God’s plan and God’s story are much bigger than what we see or understand. Even 
after escape from Egypt the journey for the Israelites is not easy. God does not simply clear the way 
for them to claim Israel as their own, instead they wander and feel hunger and thirst and struggle. But 
it is through those experiences that they discover more of God, that they encounter him as the great 
I AM who can be all that they need. Sometimes we need to face the difficult and challenging moments 
of life to encounter the God who is I AM. 

The people we read about in the Bible faced a multitude of different situations and circumstances and 
experienced both the same as and different things than we do. But what is certain throughout all of it 
is that God is the same, God is constant and everlasting and never changes.  

I said at the start that we are meant to reflect God, I don’t know about you but I cannot be I AM, and 
despite my best efforts I am not constant or never changing. So how do we reflect God as humans if 
we cannot be everything that he is? We jump forward to when God comes to earth in the person of 
Jesus. When Jesus speaks about himself he uses the same title, the same name, trying to make clear 
to the people that he is who he says he is. Jesus is God, came from God, has all the same characteristics 
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as God. Yet he is also human and came to show us how we can imitate God as humans, becoming like 
the one who loves and protects and guides and heals and is.  

In John 14 Jesus is speaking to and trying to comfort his disciples as he tells them he will soon be 
leaving them and going to prepare a place for them so that one day they can join him. Thomas then 
says, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we find the way?” Jesus’ response is to 
say, I am the way, and I am the truth and I am the life. No one can come to the Father except through 
me. If you know me you know God. Jesus is the greatest example we could have of how to live as 
imitators of God. He was fully God and fully human. When we look at Jesus, see the way he loved and 
spoke and behaved, the people he drew alongside, spent time with, cared for and helped,  we discover 
how we, as humanity, were created to live. We also find the way back to God, we can only reach God 
through Jesus. Jesus came to be the way because we could not make our own way back to God. He 
came to be the truth so that we could look to and learn from Him. He came to be life so that we may 
live. 

Does that mean that when we do what Jesus did that we will always get it right, of course not, because 
we are not God, we are not Jesus and we are marred with sin; but as we acknowledge that and accept 
the sacrifice Jesus made for our forgiveness, and accept the gift of the Holy Spirit, we can be 
transformed day by day into those who live reflecting God’s nature to those around us.  

So this week, whatever situations you might face remember the God who is I AM goes with you and 
can be all that you need Him to be. Then look to Jesus and reach out in the same way he did, doing so 
with confidence and courage that I AM is with you and supports you. And when you are struggling to 
live as the image of God, remember that he does not expect you to get it right all the time. He knows 
us. Remember that he is the God of grace and mercy and forgiveness, the God of gentleness and love. 
It is God who is at work in each of us. God doesn’t need you to fulfil His purposes, but He has chosen 
and invites you to join in. As Christians we should want to live sharing God’s message of hope and life 
with others, but on the days when that is too much, simply rest in His presence, take comfort in His 
arms surrounding you, knowing that He loves you simply as you are. As a parent dotes upon their child 
with no expectation upon them to earn their love, remember that that is how God sees you, as His 
child. Put your faith in Him, rest in Him and remember that He is the great I AM. 


