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The Church – the people who persevere 
 

Acts 18:1-11 
After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 2 There he met a Jew named Aquila, a native 
of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had 
ordered all Jews to leave Rome. Paul went to see them, 3 and because he was a tentmaker as 
they were, he stayed and worked with them. 4 Every Sabbath he reasoned in the synagogue, 
trying to persuade Jews and Greeks. 
5 When Silas and Timothy came from Macedonia, Paul devoted himself exclusively to 
preaching, testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Christ. 6 But when the Jews opposed Paul 
and became abusive, he shook out his clothes in protest and said to them, “Your blood be on 
your own heads! I am clear of my responsibility. From now on I will go to the Gentiles.” 
7 Then Paul left the synagogue and went next door to the house of Titius Justus, a worshiper 
of God. 8 Crispus, the synagogue leader, and his entire household believed in the Lord; and 
many of the Corinthians who heard him believed and were baptized. 
9 One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: “Do not be afraid; keep on speaking, do not be 
silent. 10 For I am with you, and no one is going to attack and harm you, because I have many 
people in this city.” 11 So Paul stayed in Corinth for a year and a half, teaching them the word 
of God. 
 
Hebrews 12:1-3 
Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off 
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance 
the race marked out for us. 2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, 
who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right 
hand of the throne of God. 3 Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so 
that you will not grow weary and lose heart. 
 
Athletics has been part of our family’s life for a long time. Now, we watch on TV, whether 
Diamond League meetings all over the world, or later in the summer, the World 
Championships from Eugene, Oregon, USA. Track and field athletics has such a wonderful 
variety of events, needing a great variety of skills. The 100m sprinter needs to be fast in a 
short burst; the shot putter needs to be strong enough to make a 7kg ball travel over 
20metres; the high jumper needs to be able to twist and turn her body over a bar 2metres off 
the ground; the long-distance runner needs to be able to run at speed for 25-30minutes in 
order to win the track race and for over 2 hours to win the marathon. The Bible talks about 
the Christian running the race: we take you to the Greek games or the Roman amphitheatre 
and the race the Bible has in mind is the long-distance race, one that requires perseverance. 
 
We’ve been thinking about the Church. The book of Acts shows us the first church, what it 
was like and what these new Christians did. We’ve said that the church is people and we’ve 
added to that: people who love, pray together, tell others about Jesus, who are filled with the 
Spirit, who serve, who worship, and today people who persevere. Maybe this quality feels 
aspirational more than the others – “this is what we’d like to be” but it’s a challenge. Well, all 
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of these qualities have proved to have a challenge for us, but maybe the notion of persevering 
brings that challenge right up front and centre for us.  Life can be hard; faith can be a struggle; 
sin still bothers us and tries to tempt us away from faith; the church can be awkward; people 
can let us down; there are times when everything seems dark and maybe God’s not listening 
to our prayers anymore. People who persevere in faith and in following Jesus – that is a quality 
for us to chase; maybe we feel that we don’t have it yet? 
 
In Acts 18 Paul is in Corinth. Is he about to give up ministry there? There are all kinds of 
challenges that we see even in this short passage. First of all, Corinth itself was a tough place 
to bring the gospel; it was a seaport, a cosmopolitan place, and it had a reputation for hard 
living and all kinds of immorality. Paul’s first stop was the Jewish synagogue to tell them about 
Jesus, but the Jews of Corinth didn’t want to know; “they opposed Paul and became abusive.” 
(verse 6) All his efforts to persuade them were in vain; it might seem as if his ministry was a 
failure; later these same Jews dragged him into court! We imagine that the church in Corinth 
was small; we know from his letters later that the church in Corinth has lots of problems and 
issues to deal with, divisions and questions; maybe some of that was beginning to be evident 
even this early. Is Paul about to give up ministry in Corinth? 
 
He's kept going by a number of things. First of all, he is encouraged by making good friends in 
Aquila and Priscilla; they make tents together and they become friends for life; their 
friendship is such a good thing. Then Silas and Timothy arrive; they bring with them gifts from 
other churches, money that the church in Philippi had collected to give to Paul and with that 
support he can engage in evangelism full-time. That sense of other people’s support would 
bring great encouragement to the apostle. There are people who believe: we’re told that 
Crispus, a Jew, the synagogue ruler of all people, becomes a Christian and lots of others 
believe – this is the fruit of his ministry and he’s not a failure after all! Then, the icing on the 
cake; God speaks in a dream: “Do not be afraid; keep on speaking, do not be silent. For I am 
with you, and no-one is going to attack and harm you, because I have many people in this 
city.” (verses 9, 10) There are so many good influences on Paul; what will he do now? 
 
“So Paul stayed for a year and a half, teaching them the word of God.” (verse 11) Encouraged 
by his friends, by the support of other churches, by people coming to faith in Jesus, and 
perhaps most, by the promise of God – encouraged by all of these influences, Paul perseveres 
in Corinth. He stays for another eighteen months to teach people the gospel and to build up 
the Christians in their faith. Eighteen months may not seem a long time, but for someone 
whose ministry is based on journeys, that is a significant stop. Two years in Ephesus might be 
the only similar stop. Paul doesn’t run away, but he perseveres in his faith and in his ministry 
and that perseverance is rewarded; people believe and the church is built up. All of these 
good encouragements were enough to lift the darkness that had gripped Paul’s soul and he 
could see the light again; God’s grace changed his view of life and he persevered. The Church 
– people who persevere. 
 
It doesn’t take long to create a similar list of challenges for us. Covid is still around; the world 
is throwing cost of living questions at us, prices spiralling and a spirit of discontent is all 
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around; most people in the UK don’t want to know the gospel or anything Christian, with only 
1% of people in church on any given Sunday. The church is throwing up challenges of its own: 
our congregations are smaller and older and Covid seems to have made that even more acute; 
we’re dealing with restructuring questions that are going to leave the church even smaller 
than it is now, and many are anxious and disenchanted. “The church – people who persevere” 
sounds a bit hollow given all of these challenges. 
 
But let’s reflect a little more on where Paul found his encouragement: we’re not in this on our 
own; we’re in this together as Christians and our friendship and partnership in the gospel 
here, and in other parts of the country, and across the world – that friendship and partnership 
should encourage us to keep believing. There are people coming to Christ in faith; there are 
people asking big questions about life; there are people wanting to read about TryPraying, we 
just don’t know who they are. On top of that, there is a promise that Jesus has made: “I will 
build my church and the gates of hell will not overcome it.” (Matthew 16:18) and if we take 
that promise seriously then we can be persuaded that Jesus has not finished with us yet. 
These influences together can help lift the darkness from our souls and help us see that Jesus 
is with us and that we should persevere. 
 
The group of Christians to whom Hebrews is written were struggling. They have come to Christ 
in faith, but some are in danger of turning back to their Jewish faith; some consider stopping 
meeting together; there are signs that they are growing weary and fainthearted; they are 
faltering. Hebrews 12 takes us back into the athletics arena, the Roman amphitheatre; the 
believers from a previous generation are the crowd and they are cheering us on; we are to 
strip off everything that gets in the way of our running – the Greek athletes competed naked! 
Above all, “let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfector of our faith…” (Hebrews 12:2) 
Jesus has run the same race before us; He is the supreme example of faith, with total 
dependence on His Father and the willingness to go to the cross in all its pain and shame so 
that He could complete our salvation. There is grace for us; there is forgiveness for us; there 
is hope for us, even when life is hard, a struggle, and there is darkness in our soul. 
 
So there’s the challenge – a people who persevere? Will we become faint-hearted because of 
everything that we see? Will we grow weary and falter? Or will we be inspired by Jesus to 
persevere? Inspired to run the race of faith that is the marathon rather than the sprint? It is 
a huge challenge; others before us have struggled to have a persevering faith and have come 
through; they are in the crowd cheering us on. “Let us run with perseverance… let us fix our 
eyes on Jesus, the author and perfector of our faith…” (Hebrews 12:1,2) The Church – people 
who persevere; there’s the challenge and when we rise to it, the light of Christ shines through 
us all over again. 
 


