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The Church – the people who are filled with the Spirit 
 

Acts 2:1-12 
When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like 
the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were 
sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each 
of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as 
the Spirit enabled them. 
5 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. 6 
When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard 
them speaking in his own language. 7 Utterly amazed, they asked: “Are not all these men who 
are speaking Galileans? 8 Then how is it that each of us hears them in our native language? 9 
Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 
Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome 
11 (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the 
wonders of God in our own tongues!” 12 Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, 
“What does this mean?” 
 
Romans 8:15-17 
For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit 
of sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit 
that we are God’s children. 17 Now since we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and 
co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his 
glory. 
 
I have an empty glass, but I also tell you that its full – do you believe me? For all the world, it 
is an empty glass! So how can it be full? It is full of air! But we can’t see air, so how do we 
know! We take it on trust in the laws of science. The Spirit is the presence of God with us and 
in us, but we can’t see Him; so how do we know? We take it on trust. Some things about 
Christian faith seem hard to understand! The story of Pentecost is one of these hard things 
for many people. The notion of the Spirit of God is another hard notion for some. Then we 
link them together – Pentecost is the story of the coming of the Spirit on the friends of Jesus. 
Help! Perhaps one of the reasons for us finding the Spirit hard to understand is “we can’t see 
Him.” We can’t see the wind, but we know it is there! 
 
We’ve been thinking about the Church. We’ve said that the Church is people; we are the 
church. We’ve then added to that: the church is people who love one another; the church is 
people who pray together; the church is people who tell others about Jesus. Today, I want to 
add one more quality to the church – we are the people who are filled with the Spirit. The 
Spirit lives in the Christian. By virtue of our faith in Jesus, the Spirit of God lives in us. Today, 
we’re going to think a little about what that means and how the Spirit affects our lives. We 
can’t see the Spirit, but He is there; like the wind, we can feel His influence, even if we can’t 
see Him. 
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Luke tells us the story of the day of Pentecost in Jerusalem. The friends of Jesus had been 
spending time together praying and trying to work out what happens next. They were 
together on the Day of Pentecost, a feast day in Jerusalem, with crowds of people in the city, 
when all of a sudden some unexpected events took place. Luke is trying to describe events 
that can’t be described; he uses pictures. First of all, there was a sound: “like the blowing of 
a violent wind” (verse 2) – it wasn’t the wind, but sounded like it. Then there was something 
to see: “they saw what seemed to be tongues of fire” – they weren’t tongues of fire, but they 
looked like it. The Spirit of God came down upon the disciples and His coming sounded like 
the wind and looked like fire. Peter tells the crowd later that what they heard and saw was 
the coming of God’s Spirit into the lives of the friends of Jesus. 
 
The transformation was extraordinary. Up until this point the disciples had more or less been 
hiding, keeping themselves quiet, under the radar, so that the authorities would pay them no 
attention whatsoever. On Pentecost however, everything is changed. They are out amongst 
the crowd talking to them, telling them about Jesus, and doing it in all their native languages. 
The crowd is amazed: “we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues.” 
(verse 11) The disciples have a courage they didn’t have before, a confidence and a strength, 
all of which came when the Spirit came into their lives. The picture of the wind, as we said 
earlier, is all about power: the wind moves kites, balloons, windmills, wind turbines; the Spirit 
has the power to move people, to give courage to people who were frightened and to equip 
us to follow Jesus. The picture of fire brings a sense of purity and right into the picture: the 
Spirit loves to make us more and more like Jesus and that process took on a new impetus in 
Jesus’ friends on the day of Pentecost. 
 
God has promised that He would send His Spirit to His people. Jesus promised “Another 
counsellor” to be with his friends after He had gone away. Pentecost completes both of these 
promises. God with us always and everywhere and God living in us – this is the Spirit of God. 
He is with us everywhere we go; He lives in us, unseen, invisible, yet always there to lead us 
to Jesus. Jesus loves, He cares, counsels, guides, teaches, heals, encourages, brings strength 
to people’s lives – all that Jesus does for people in the gospels, the Spirit does for us in our 
lives today. He loves us and cares for us; He counsels and guides and teaches us; He heals us 
and encourages us and brings us strength so that we may live our lives by faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. He may be unseen, but He is certainly not insignificant. 
 
Romans chapter 8 is a fantastic piece of Bible. It is about a lot of things and especially about 
what the Spirit does in us and for us. There are two ideas that I want to concentrate on today. 
First of all, Paul says “since the Spirit of God lives in you, you are controlled by the Spirit” (verse 
9) Someone has described this as “a settled permanent, pervasive influence” on our lives. The 
Spirit’s work is to shape our lives and the model He is following is Jesus; He want to make us 
more and more like Jesus. His influence goes all the way through our lives to shape the way 
we think, the way we speak, the way we behave. He lives in us and this is His work in us, to 
inspire us, to influence us and shape us, to guide and lead us so that we become more and 
more like Jesus. “A settled permanent, pervasive influence”… 
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The second idea is all about a new family. God is our Father, we are His children, our fellow- 
Christians are our brothers and sisters. Since the Spirit lives in us we have a new kind of 
relationship with God: He is our Father and we can call Him “Abba, father”, a term of 
endearment and love; God is no longer someone to be afraid of and shrink back from. In the 
New Testament times, sons inherited their fathers’ estates, so when Paul calls us “sons” it is 
not a gender difference; he is merely saying that the Christian will share the inheritance of 
glory that Jesus already has. We not only have a new relationship with God that sets us free, 
but we have an inheritance and a hope of glory. We have a new relationship with one another; 
we are brothers and sisters who share the same hope and who will share the same 
inheritance. 
 
We are people in whom the Spirit lives. God is with us everywhere we go; God is with us to 
help us, guide us, teach us, inspire us, to give us courage. This is the work of the Spirit in us, 
unseen yet always there and always at work in our lives. He is this “settled permanent, 
pervasive influence” on our lives, shaping us to be more and more like Jesus. We celebrate 
the gift of the Spirit; Jesus kept His promise on the day of Pentecost; we should be glad that 
the Spirit lives in us and is with us; we should celebrate the Day of Pentecost with full and glad 
hearts. 
 
The challenge – there is always a challenge! “Let us keep in step with the Spirit.” (Galatians 
5:25) Is this the picture of a walking group or a marching band, walking in step together? 
Trooping of the colour on Thursday is the prime example of people walking in step. “Keep in 
step with the Spirit” – trust in Jesus, depend on Him for everything; learn to be more and more 
like Jesus in the way that we think, speak and behave; live with a gentle, quiet and gracious 
spirit in your heart – this is what it means to keep in step with the Spirit. This weekend, we 
are also celebrating the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee: what is the most important aspect of the 
Queen that we should celebrate? Well, here’s a connection: we celebrate someone who is 
the most arduous role has kept in step with the Spirit her whole life. The Spirit has been a 
“settled, permanent and pervasive influence” on the Queen’s life for her whole life and for 
70 years has shaped the way she has gone about her business as the reigning monarch. We 
bring these two celebrations – Pentecost and Jubilee – together  and rejoice in the gift of the 
Spirit and in someone who is testimony to the Spirit’s influence on her life. 
 


