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The Church – the people who serve 
 

Acts 9:32-42 
As Peter travelled about the country, he went to visit the saints in Lydda. 33 There he found a 
man named Aeneas, a paralytic who had been bedridden for eight years. 34 “Aeneas,” Peter 
said to him, “Jesus Christ heals you. Get up and tidy your mat.” Immediately Aeneas got up. 
35 All those who lived in Lydda and Sharon saw him and turned to the Lord. 
36 In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (which when translated, is Dorcas), who was 
always doing good and helping the poor. 37 About that time she became sick and died, and 
her body was washed and placed in an upstairs room. 38 Lydda was near Joppa; so when the 
disciples heard that Peter was in Lydda, they sent two men to him and urged him, “Please 
come at once!” 39 Peter went with them, and when he arrived he was taken upstairs to the 
room. All the widows stood around him, crying and showing him the robes and other clothing 
that Dorcas had made while she was still with them. 
40 Peter sent them all out of the room; then he got down on his knees and prayed. Turning 
toward the dead woman, he said, “Tabitha, get up.” She opened her eyes, and seeing Peter 
she sat up. 41 He took her by the hand and helped her to her feet. Then he called the believers, 
and the widows, and presented her to them alive. 42 This became known all over Joppa, and 
many people believed in the Lord. 43 Peter stayed in Joppa for some time with a tanner named 
Simon. 
 
Romans 12:1-8 
Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, 
holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship. 2 Do not conform any longer to 
the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be 
able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 
3 For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than 
you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure 
of faith God has given you. 4 Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these 
members do not all have the same function, 5 so in Christ we who are many form one body, 
and each member belongs to all the others. 6 We have different gifts, according to the grace 
given us. If a man’s gift is prophesying, then let him use it in proportion to his faith; 7 if it is 
serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; 8 if it encouraging, let him encourage; if 
it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him 
govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully. 
 
I have a book on my shelf called Thank God it’s Monday. It is all about the world of work. Mark 
Greene wrote the book for people like me so that I can understand the ordinary world of 
work, so that we can support people in their offices, shops, schools and workshops. It is full 
of good Bible material and lots of anecdotes and examples of work, both good and bad. One 
chapter is headed “Work is a seven-letter word!” Now, Mark Greene can count; the word that 
he is going to talk about is “service”. Work, he says, is service; service primarily to God, but 
also service to other people. The world of work has changed markedly since 2020; the whole 
notion of working from home is nowhere in this book because it is new to us; will it stay with 
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us? How many people will ever go back to an office-based workplace? But the notion of 
service is still there as a challenge to us, whether our work is paid, or our service is found 
elsewhere and in other places. 
 
We’ve been talking about the Church over these last few weeks. We’ve gone back to basics, 
to the church that we find in the book of Acts, the first church, the people movement that is 
the church, with mission in its heart. We’ve talked about the church as people, and then as 
people who love, who pray together, who tell people about Jesus, and last week people who 
are filled with the Spirit. Those of us in Church leadership are spending so much time thinking 
about church structures and money and minister-shortages and these issues will become 
more prominent is the next couple of years as the church is restructured. It is good for us to 
remember what the church really is, a people who are loved by the Lord Jesus, special in His 
eyes and filled with His Spirit. 
 
Today, we think about the church as people who serve. We read the fantastic little story of 
Dorcas, or Tabitha. She lived in the town of Joppa, on the coast, but she had died and Peter, 
who just happened to be in the area, was called. He came and there is a miracle story about 
to be told. Peter is told about Dorcas and what she was like and what she did. This story is 
reminiscent of Jesus’ healing of a 12-year old girl and Peter sends the people out of the room, 
prays and then says to her “Tabitha, get up.” The story very simply tells us that “She opened 
her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up.” (verse 40) She is raised by the power of God at work 
through Peter. The story was told all across the town and became the reason for many people 
to believe in Jesus. Peter’s service as an apostle led him to do great things. 
 
I really want to focus on Dorcas the person. We are told two things about her. First, we are 
told that she “was always doing good and helping the poor.” (verse 36) There was a passion 
in her heart for the needs of others and so she spent her time helping people who were poor 
in Joppa. The second thing we are told about her is that she was a skilled dressmaker. The 
people who are mourning her death were “showing (Peter) the robes and other clothing that 
Dorcas had made while she was still with them.” (verse 39) It is just possible that these 
mourners were wearing clothes that Dorcas had made for them and they were saying to 
Peter, “see this coat I’m wearing, Dorcas made that for me.” She had a skill; her skill was in 
dressmaking, sewing, creating clothes, so much so that her room is something of a display 
case for the garments that she has made for the people who are now mourning her death. 
These are people who were glad to have met Dorcas. 
 
She has two passions. She has a passion for sewing, creating clothes; do you watch the Great 
British Sewing Bee? That’s the work that Dorcas did. Her other passion was for doing good 
and helping other people and it’s clear from the story that these two passions came together 
for Dorcas. She loved to sew and create clothes; she loved to help people who were poor. 
There are people in the room telling Peter how much they appreciated Dorcas because she 
made clothes for them and they loved her for it. This was her service. Her service was to sew 
and make clothes and give them to people who were poor and in need. She took her passions 
and used them to serve God and to serve other people. Peter’s service is as an apostle, to 
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preach the gospel and occasionally to perform miracles in the power of the Lord Jesus; Dorcas’ 
service is to sew, make clothes and help people who are poor. 
 
What’s your passion? What are you good at? How can you use that passion to serve God? We 
have this notion that the people who serve God are people like me for whom ministry, service, 
is a calling that becomes a full-time job; there is no doubt that ministry is service and a calling 
and I wouldn’t want to take anything away from that. But service is so much bigger. Every 
Christian is a servant in some way or another. So what are your passions? For flowers or your 
garden? For making scones and serving them to others along with a cup of tea? For taking 
photographs? For… The list is almost endless. The challenge behind all of this is – how can I 
take my passions and serve God through them? How can I take my passion for my garden and 
serve the Lord? How can I take my passion for baking and serve the Lord? How can I take my 
passion for … (you fill in the gap) and use it to serve the Lord? 
 
Romans 12 is all about service. Why are we inspired to serve? “In view of God’s mercy” says 
Paul. The letter up to this point has been all about the gospel, the good news of God’s 
salvation. Paul says to his friends “now that we see what God has done for us, let us serve 
Him and learn to do what God wants us to do.” We are inspired to serve the Lord Jesus by 
what the Lord Jesus has done for us. He has served us and most of all, has given His life for 
us. We’re going to sing a hymn (When I survey the wondrous cross!) in a moment that reminds 
us of the cross and what Jesus did for us there and why He did it. The last verse of the hymn 
is all about our response to Jesus. The Message version of Romans chapter 12, verse 1, spells 
service out brilliantly: “Take your everyday, ordinary life – your sleeping, eating, going-to-
work, and walking-around life – and place it before God as an offering.” This is service, doing 
ordinary, everyday things for Jesus, no matter what these ordinary, everyday things are. 
Service is an attitude, first and foremost; it is a way of thinking. It is a way of thinking that 
gives ourselves to Jesus first of all, and then to other people, to look to be of use to God and 
to other people. This way of thinking leads us then to be the kind of person we see in Dorcas. 
 
Mark Greene tells us about Nimrod who is described in Genesis chapter 10 as “a mighty 
hunter before the Lord”. He suggests we could talk about “Bryan – a mighty plumber before 
the Lord; Sarah – a mighty electrician before the Lord” because they do their work as service 
to the Lord and in the Lord’s way. Would you be a mighty gardener before the Lord, or a 
mighty baker, or a mighty research partner, or a mighty teacher, or a mighty carer? What is it 
that you love to do? How can you use that passion to serve the Lord and serve other people? 
Maybe your passions have changed because you’re not so fit, but you still care for other 
people; maybe you can develop a new passion, to pray perhaps, or serve in some other way. 
Dorcas was a mighty dressmaker before the Lord and cared for people in need; she brought 
these two passions together and made clothes to give them to people in need. They blessed 
her for her passions and her generous spirit, her spirit of service. What’s your passion? How 
can you serve the Lord and other people? Today’s challenge for us is to be a people who serve 
– will we rise to that challenge? 
 


